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ANGLICAN AND LUTHERAN L E A D E R S IN ITALY 
C E L E B R A T E EUCHARIST T O G E T H E R 

A joint celebration of Holy Communion by leading Anglicans 
and Lutherans in Itiily took place in Palazzola, near Rome, 
in October. The ecumenical event, in which the Anglican 
synod of Italy and Malta and the pastors' conference of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Italy (ELKI) came together, 
is seen as a first step in the conciliation process between the 
two Italian churches. 

Anglican bishop Eric Devenport, who is archdeacon in Italy 
and Malta and curate in Florence and Sienna, had invited the 
Lutherans to take part in a joint celebration of Holy 
Communion, in response to a request from the Lutheran 
church representatives for a meeting of the two church 
bodies, which were holding separate meetings simultaneously 
in Palazzola. 

In his words of greeting. Bishop Devenport declared "that we 
do not only allow you Lutherans to be present in our worship 
service; on the contrary, we want to go together to the table 
of the Lord, act together and talk about it afterwards." 
Another highlight was the sharing of the peace, which the 
archdeacon felt to be a particularly binding experience. 

In a subsequent discussion. Bishop Devenport observed that 
while there were isolated cases of joint worship between 
Anglicans and Lutherans in Italy, lliis was the first time that 
such major church bodies as the synod of one and the pastors' 
conference of the other church had come together to celebrate 
the Eucharist. He welcomed having been authorised to go 
ahead with the joint celebration after the English diocesan 
synod had stated that individual contacts with Lutheran 
neighbours are to be welcomed. 

Best Wishes 
for Christmas 

and the New Year 

The dean of the ELKI , Hans Gerch Philippi, said that the time 
of the great theoretical preparations for ecumenical actions was 
over - an estimation that, as Dean Philippi noted, has also been 
expressed by the general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, Konrad Raiser. What counts now is to go ahead and 
meet. Dean Philippi said. He pointed out that the ELKI synod 
had already mandated him, as the church's dean, to pursue 
conciliation between the ELKI and the Anglican congregations 
in Italy in the spirit of the Meissen statement, that was jointly 
ratified by the Evangelical Church in Germany and the Church 
of England in 1991. • « A - ; 

First steps have already been taken in Milan, where in 1992 
the two congregations held a joint celebration of Holy 
Communion, an event which they are planning to repeat. Dean 
Philippi noted that both Lutherans and Waldensians, who are 
signatories of the Leuenberg agreement, are founding members 
of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy (FCEI) and 
that ELKI contacts with the Anglicans could also lead to new 
perspectives for this alliance. The meeting in Palazzola is to 
be followed by official talks with the English diocesan bishop 
as well as further joint actions by individual congregations. 
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ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 
TO VISIT NORDIC AND BALTIC 

COUNTRIES 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, is planning 
to visit the Lutheran churches in the Baltic and Nordic 
countries in April 1994. The visit wi l l coincide with 
completion of the dialogue between the Church of England 
and the Lutheran churches of the Baltic andNordic countries. 
The conclusions from this dialogue wil l be dealt with in the 
coming years by the decision-making bodies of the churches. 
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T H E PORVOO COMMON STATEMENT 
Conversations between the British and Irish Anglican Churches 

and the Nordic and Baltic Lutheran Churches. 
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Today's fast-changing European scene calls on Europe's churches to co-operate 
together in witnessing to contemporary society. Representatives of the Anglican 
and Lutheran episcopal churches of twelve nations across northern Europe 
(Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Scotland, 
Sweden, Wales), meeting together near Porvoo in Finland on 9th - 13th October 
1992 agreed a Common Statement which offers the vision of the British and Irish 
Anglican churches and the Nordic and Baltic Lutheran churches carrying out their 
mission in communion with each other. It seeks to resolve long-standing difficulties 
about episcopal succession, opening the way to a reconciled, common ministry. 

The Common Statement recommends that the churches adopt the Porvoo 
Declaration. I f they do so, this wil l be a major contribution to the full, visible unity 
of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, and a significant strengthening of 
the Church's mission and witness within Europe and beyond. 

The Porvoo Common Statement is published in Britain in two forms by the Council 
for Christian Unity of the General Synod of the Church of England. The text is 
published as Occasional Paper No. 3. The copyright of The Porvoo Common 
Statement is held by the Co-Chairmen of the Conversations, the Rt Revd David 
Tustin and the Rt Revd Dr Tore Furberg, and carries a Foreword by them. 

It is also published as a book entitled Together in Mission and Ministry with an 
Intfoduction by Canon Christopher Hil l . The text is supported by a survey of earlier, 
more limited agreements, together with infonnative essays on the history and 
practice of episcopacy in each of the twelve churches, on orders and ordination, on 
the ministry of deacons and on confirmation. The full text of paragraphs from 
ecumenical and other documents cited in the fooUiotes is also supplied, as are the 
texts of doctrinal statements and declarations of assent and extracts from ordination 
rites from each of the participating churches. 

Both, or either, of these two publications can be obtained from Mrs Joy Lyons, 
Council for Christian Unity, Church House, Great Smith Street, London, SWIP 
2NZ. The price of the Occasional Paper is £2.50 per copy plus postage and packing 
and the price of the book is £8.50 per copy including postage and packing. Cheques 
should be made payable to 'The Central Board of Finance'. 

[With acknowledgement to the Council for Christian Unity.] 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1994 

Membership of the Anglican-Lutheran Society is renewable annually on 1st 
January. I f a renewal form is inserted in this issue of THE WINDOW, your 
subscription for 1994 is now due. We hope that you wil l wish to continue your 
membership and wil l return the completed form with remittance as soon as 
possible. New members who joined in the last few months of 1993 wil l have their 
memberships extended to the end of 1994 at no extra charge. 

Subscriptions may be sent to the Society's address in London, or to: 
The Rt Revd Cyril Wismar Frau Gudrun Kapcr 
342 Music Mountain Road • An Owl's Barn 
Falls Village • ' Birken Strasse 70 
Connecticut 06031 USA ' - ' 71155 Altdorf Germany 
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T H E LUTHERAN COUNCIL OF GREAT BRITAIN 

Not all readers of The Window may necessarily be aware of 
the existence and history of the Lutheran Council of Great 
Britain. World wide, Lutherans constitute the third largest 
Christian communion. In Britain however, Lutherans are 
traditionally a small minority of the Christian community 
who have nonetheless had a presence for a long time. 

The Lutheran Council was founded on 18th March 1948 with 
the intention of serving thousands of Lutherans who came to 
Britain as a result of the Second World War. At the close of 
1947 contacts were made between the various Lutheran 
pastors in London. A natural desire for fellowship in a strange 
environment led to a meeting of Estonian, German, Latvian 
and Polish pastors in January 1948 at the Swedish Church in 
London. This meeting was arranged by the Rev David 
Ostcrgren, an American Lutheran doing postgraduate study 
at Uppsala. He had come to England to study the plight of the 
refugees. What he saw niovcil him greatly and he promised 
to seek help from the Lutheran World Federation. The 
Lutheran Council was set up after a number of informal 
meetings held subsequently. Rules of Procedure were worked 
out to guide future activities and officers were elected. Pastor 
Ostcrgren was successful in his plea to the LWF for assistance 
and was appointed its representative in Britain to administer 
its assistance to the Lutheran churches here and to help in any 
way possible. The impoverished circumstances of most 
Lutherans in Britain at that time meant that they were able to 
provide only a small part of the money necessary for their 
spiritual care. 

The Lutheran Council was not the outcome of a theoretical 
plan but of the desire to provide spiritual ministration for 
exiled Lutlierans. It fell to the Council to seek assistance from 
Lutheran churches elsewhere who were sympathetic to its 
work and to administer the disU"ibution of any aid in a fair and 
efficient manner. The Council office was situated in Oxford 
Street in London until 1953, when tlie Church House in 
Collingham Gardens was purchased. Like the LWF, the early 
years were spent in ministering to the needs of the refugees. 
But its concerns gradually developed much wider into dealing 
with all questions relating to Lutherans living in Great 
Britain. 

The Council is not a church. It is a federation of Lutherans in 
Great Britain from different backgrounds and languages. 
Each church represented on it is autonomous and subject to 
its own ecclesiastical authority. The different national 
backgrounds of its member churches give an international 
character to the Council. From an ecumenical perspective it 
is a relatively small but rather special and important member 
of world Luthcranism. In spile of disparities, co-operation is 
still possible because of the Lutheran confessions which bind 
the communities together. Such a meeting point could never 
have come about purely on political or sociological grounds. 

With two exceptions, all Lutheran churches springing from 
member churches of the LWF are now part of the Council and 
its common witness. Two principles stand out in the purpose 
and work of the Council: (1) that Lutherans belong together 

because of their common confessional basis and for this 
reason have special responsibilities and obligations towards 
each other and (2) that this fellowship and co-operation on the 
basis of our common faith wil l find the proper form and the 
way forward only i f it is growing in freedom under effective 
pastoral guidance. 

Current member churches or synods belonging to the Council 
arc Chinese, Estonian, English speaking Lutheran Church in 
GreatBritain,Finnish,Icelandic,Norwegian,Polish, Swedish, 
German, Hungarian, Latvian and the Danes in association. 
There are an estimated 50,000 Lutherans in the UK. 

Those who originally came as refugees are now fewer in 
number, though their children and grandchildren are still part 
of the community. Other Lutherans have taken up permanent 
residence in Britain for various reasons and many visit us on 
holiday or come to work or to study for a longer or shorter 
time. 

Dean Robert Palkai 

Chairman: Lutheran Council of Great Britain 

SWEDISH BISHOPS 
R U L E NO ORDINATION OF MEN 
OPPOSED TO WOMEN PASTORS 

Sweden's Lutheran bishops have ruled that men who 
openly oppose the idea of women pastors can no longer 
be ordained in the Church of Sweden. Media reports 
described the decision by the 14 bishops, as the toughest 
action to date against the lingering opposition to women 
pastors among some male clergy. 

The Church of Sweden bishops' conference ruled that 
any pastor who openly opposes the idea of anyone else 
becoming a pastor, should not be ordained. Every pastor 
must be willing to work with both men and women 
pastors. The ruling applies only to those who seek 
ordination, not to those who are akeady working in the 
church. 

The Swedish parliament voted in 1958 to allow women 
pastors, but 35 years later some male clergy still oppose 
the idea. The Swedish television news programme 
"Rapport" quoted dissenting pastors as saying the ruling 
by the bishops amounted to a professional ban and was 
illegal because a parliamentary inquiry had concluded 
that there was room for both points of view within the 
church. 

- ^ - [LWI] 
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BISHOP H I R S C H L E R 
E L E C T E D PRESIDING BISHOP OF 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OFGERMANY 
Bishop Horsi Hirschler of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Hanover was elected presiding bishop of the Un ited Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Germany (VELKD) in an October 19th 
vote by the church's general synod. He received 65 of the 73 
votes cast. Bishop Hirschler is bishop of the 3.4-million-
mcmber Hanover church - Gcnnany's largest regional church 
in terms of membership. As successor to Gerhard Miiller, who 
retires as the VELKD's presiding bishop in 1994, Hirschler 
will be presiding bishop of Gennany's eight Lutheran regional 
churches with a combined mcmbershipof 12 million Christians. 

Bishop Hirschler has gathered much experience in leading 
church unions. As bishop of tlie Hanover regional church, he 
is chairperson of ilic church senate, the bishops' council and 
the regional church office. He is also one of the vice presidents 
of llie Lutheran World Federation, publisher of the German 
Protestant weekly 'Deutsches AUgemeines Sonniagablatt', 
council member of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKD) and prior of the Loccum monastery. 

The present presiding bishop of the VELKD, Bishop Gerhard 
Miiller of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Brunswick, 
called on the Roman Catholic Church to permit joint 
communing by Catholics and their Protestant partners. The 
concern of married partners who belong to different churches 
must be taken seriously, Muller said. The Protestant side 
already dechired its readiness in 1975 to welcome Roman 
Catholics to share in the Lord's Supper. This continues to be 
regarded as a source of annoyance by the Roman Catholic 
Church, Mullcr said. 

[LWI] 

RESIGNATIONS 

By ihe end of October, 32 clergy in the Church of England 
were known to have resigned on account of the forthcoming 
priesling of women. One intended to join an Orthodox church 
and the others to join the Roman Catholic Church. 

T H E ANGLICAN-LUTHERAN S O C I E T Y 
30 THANET STREET 
LONDON WCIH 9QH 
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ARAFAT M E E T S 
C H U R C H L E A D E R S 

Bishop Naim Nasser of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Jordan and Archdeacon Riah Abu El-Assad of the Anglican 
Church were among several church leaders who met with the 
chairperson of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
Yasser Arafat, in Tunis on October 13th. The church leaders 
went to see Arafat to express support for the Palestinian 
autonomy agreement. 

Arafat called on the church leaders to work for the return to 
the Holy Land of thousands of Palestinian Christians scattered 
around the world, theGreekCatholicArchbishopof Jerusalem, 
Lutfi Laham, told the news agency Agence-France Presse 
(AFP) on October 18th "Arafat told us,'You the heads of the 
churches you have a very great responsibility to help bring 
Christians back in large numbers. Without them the holy sites 
will become museums.'" . . -

The church estimates of about 10-12% of the Palestinian 
diaspora of some 2.5 million are Christians. A dwindling 
population of about 30,000 Christians still lives among the 
two million Palestinians in the occupied territories and 
another 100,000 so-called Arab-Israelis are Christians centred 
on the town of Nazareth. 

"We went to Tunis to show solidarity with the peace process 
and to serve the Palestinian community," Archbishop Laham 
said. "We call on Palestinians to live together in the same 
Palestinian house, whichever group they belong to. No one 
should feel excluded from peace." 

. r.̂ .' [LWI] 

L E G I S L A T I O N ON 
WOMEN PRIESTS IN 

T H E CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

Two High Court judges rejected a plea brought by the Church 
Society under the Church of England Assembly (Powers) Act 
of 1919 that the General Synod had exceeded its powers in 
passing Measures to allow for the ordination of women as 
priests. The Priests (Ordination of Women) Measure and the 
Ordination of Women (Financial Provisions) Measure for the 
Church of England were passed by the House of Commons 
and the House of Lords of the British Parliament in late 
October / early November. Royal Assent was granted on 5th 
November. 

The Act of Synod to provide for continuing diversity of 
opinion in the Church of England over women priests was 
approved by the General Synod the following week. Among 
the provisions, three episcopal visitors will be appointed, two 
in the Province of Canterbury and one in York, to look after 
the interests of those opposed to the ordination of women 
priests. 
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