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CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
AND THE NORDIC AND BALTIC LUTHERAN CHURCHES 

From September 18th t o 24th represen ta t ives 
from t h e C h u r c h of E r ^ l a n d and t h e Nordic and 
Beiltic Lu the ran C h u r c h e s met at Emmaus R e t r e a t 
C e n t r e , London , E r g l a n d for t h e second Plenary 
M ee t i rg of t h e official Conversat ions which began 
in Augxast 1989. The mee t i r ^ was c h a i r e d by t h e 
R i g h t Reverend David T u s t i n , B i s h o p of Gr imsby , 
and t h e R i g h t Reverend Tore F u r b e r g , Bishop of 
Visby , Sweden. Represen ta t ives from t h e 
Churches of Denmark , E r g l a n d , Es ton ia , F in l and , 
Iceland, Latvia, Norway and Sweden were joined 
by consul tants and observers from t h e L u t h e r a n 
World Fede ra t i on , t h e World Council of 
C h u r c h e s , t h e L u t h e r a n Council of Grea t Br i ta in 
and t h e Nordic Cathol ic B i shops ' Conference . 
The work of t h e Conversat ions was g r o u n d e d i n 
morning and evening p r a y e r . The Bishop of 
Grimsby, t h e R t Revd David Tus t in , p r e s i d e d at 
t h e euchar i s t on t h e f irs t day and t h e Bishop of 
E ly , t h e R t Revd Stephen Sykes was t h e 
p r e a c h e r . Bishop Tore Furbe rg p r e s i d e d at t h e 
closing euchar i s t when t h e p r e a c h e r was t h e 
Reverend Dr G e r h a r d Pedersen . The de lega t ion 
a t t ended Southwark Ca thedra l on t h e Sunday 
morning and were received at Lambeth Pa lace , 
where t h e r e was a service in t h e Chapel . 
A number of gues ts from t h e Nordic and Baltic 
Churches in London joined t h e de lega t ion for a 
l unch , when t h e guest of h o n o u r was t h e R t 
Revd Wilfred Wood, Bishop of C r o y d o n , in whose 
episcopal a rea t h e meeting was tak ing p lace . 
Messages and p r a y e r s of suppor t fo r t h e work of 
t h e Conversat ions were received from t h e 
Archbishop of C a n t e r b u r y , Dr R ober t R u n c i e , and 
from t h e R t Revd George Carey (a member of 
t h e Conversat ions) Archbishop Designate , and t h e 

Most Revd Bert i l Werks t rom, Archbishop of 
Uppsala , who w r o t e : 

At t h i s moment in t h e h i s t o r y of ou r 
c h u r c h e s we resilise t h a t t h e theological 
a g r e e m e n t s a n d t h e p r a c t i c a l 
implementa t ion of t h e s e , which we expect 
as a r e su l t of y o u r Conversa t ions , will 
g r e a t l y improve t h e c h u r c h re la t ions 
ac ros s nat ional b o r d e r e in N o r t h e r n 
E u r o p e . Such r e s u l t s , I am convinced, will 
be of g r ea t impor tance not only for 
ourse lves , b u t also for ou r socie t ies and 
for t h e r e l a t i onsh ip between Anglicans and 
L u t h e r a n s in o t h e r p a r t s of t h e wor ld . 
With th i s in m i n d , I t a k e t h e l i be r ty t o 
r emind you of t h e goal of un i ty which is 
la id be fo re t h e Fa i th and O r d e r 
Commission of t h e World Council of 
Churches . . . namely "to proc la im t h e oneness 
of t h e C h u r c h of Jesus C h r i s t and t o call 
t h e c h u r c h e s t o t h e goal of visible uni ty 
in one fai th and one eucha r i s t i c fellowship 
i n wor sh ip and common life in C h r i s t , in 
o r d e r t h a t t h e wor ld might believe". 

The meet ing disciassed i n d e p t h an in ter im draf t 
of a Common Statement p r e p a r e d in Tal l inn, 
Es ton ia , in May, and made sugges t ions for 
revision. Cm t h e r e p o r t i n g back from sessions in 
which t h e Anglican and L u t h e r a n delegates met 
s e p a r a t e l y , a b r e a k t h r o u g h o c c u r r e d , when t h e 
p a r t i c i p a n t s r e a c h e d a new u n d e r s t a n d i n g of one 
a n o t h e r fe pas t h i s t o r i e s and p r e s e n t sensi t ivi t ies 
b o t h theologica l and psychologica l . In t h e l igh t 
of t h i s , and a s h a r e d r ecogn i t ion of a new 
k a i r o s , t h e de lega tes expressed t h e i r in tent ion 
t o work for a t ex t which "goes beyond t h e 



Meissen Agreement", and which would inc lude a subs tant ia l sec t ion 
on episcopacy using mater ia l from t h e Niagara R e p o r t . 
A draft ing g r o u p will meet in London in January 1991; i t s d ra f t will 
be c i rcu la ted t o members of t h e Conversa t ions fo r re sponse in t ime 
for t he next Plenary M e e t i r ^ , which will be h e l d in September 1991, 
probably in Denmark. 
All agree t h a t t h e p r o g r e s s made at t h i s meeting of t h e 
Conversations marks an impor tan t s t ep fo rward in re l a t ions 
between the C h u r c h of E r g l a n d and t h e Nordic and Balt ic L u t h e r a n 
Churches . 

SISTER NAOMI. SSM 

The Treasu re r of t h e Arg l ican-Lutheran Socie ty , S is te r Naomi S9v4, 
died on 28th July in East Gr in s t ead , Sussex. She h a d b e e n suffer ing 
from cancer fo r some t ime. 
Sister Naomi was professed in t h e Society of St M a r g a r e t in 1963; 
t h r e e yea r s l a t e r s h e was sent t o South Africa t o work in a home 
for depr ived c h i l d r e n in Johannesburg . On h e r r e t u r n t o E r g l a n d 
she he ld var ious p o s t s , and was appoin ted Assistant Supe r io r of t h e 
Society of St Margare t in 1985. As well as serving on t h e Execut ive 
Committee of t h e Arg l ican-Lutheran Society s ince 1986, s h e h a d an 
active in te res t in Arg l i can -Or thodox re l a t ions . 
In his a d d r e s s at t h e Requiem for Sr Naomi, F a t h e r Alan G r a r ^ e 
SSJE s a i d : 'We have fa i th and hope tha t Naomi now r e s t s s e c u r e 
in t h e love of God. We have faith t h a t h e h a s de l ivered h e r from 
darkness in to h is g lor ious l igh t . We believe t h a t t h e h a n d s which 
gave h e r vital i ty and so many o t h e r gifts will con t inue t o fcishion 
and t ransf igure h e r i n to t h e pe r fec t ion of t h e image - Godfe image 
- in which s h e was c r e a t e d . And we believe t h a t God , who ca l led 
Naomi in h is creat ive power.. . calls h e r st i l l i n to ever d e e p e r 
awareness of h is b e a u t y , mys te ry and love. ' 
We extend ou r condolences t o all w h o , wi th u s , mourn h e r loss . 
She will be g rea t ly missed in t h e Soc ie ty , t o which s h e gave s u c h 
faithful and cheerful se rv ice . * . 
The Executive Commit tee of t h e Arg l ican-Lutheran Society h a s 
appointed t h e Revd Stuar t C u r r i e , of Banbury , O x f o r d s h i r e , t o 
succeed Sister Naomi as T r e a s u r e r . 
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3 
THE LUTHERAN ECUMENICAL TASK 

by the Revd Gottfried Brakemeier, 
president of the Lutheran World Federation 

(This is exce rp ted from t h e provis ional E i ^ l i s h 
t r ans la t ion of h i s a d d r e s s i n German t o t h e 
meet i r^ in Geneva (18-27 June) of t h e LWF 
Executive Committee.) 
The very na tu re of Chr i s t i an communion is t o be 
inclusive. It shou ld be comprehens ive , 
mul t i far ious , open t o o t h e r s . We shou ld not t r y 
t o overcome t h e d ivers i ty of t r a d i t i o n s and 
expressions of f a i th , bu t only t h e confl ictual 
element in them. To d o t h i s , we need t o 
constant ly b e a r in mind o u r common founda t ions . 
It is all p robab ly a m a t t e r of f a i t h , a l t h o u g h not 
only tha t . It is a l so a m a t t e r of love , of 
c red ib i l i ty and t h e power of w i tnes s , t h e 
effectiveness of s e rv i ce , a s ign of newness in t h e 
midst of a t o r n wor ld . 
Let me list t h r e e aspects t h a t aire impor t an t t o 
me: 
(a) In o u r ecumenical endeavour what we have 
in common needs t o be emphas ised over agains t 
tha t which sepa ra t e s u s . O u r bas is is decis ive for 
t h e resul t . It makes a dif ference w h e t h e r t h e 
in t e r locu to r is seen from t h e beginning as a 
b r o t h e r o r s i s t e r r a t h e r t h a n an opponent who 
needs t o be vanquished wi th all poss ib le means . 
(b) The un i ty of t h e c h u r c h r equ i r e s 
doct r ina l consensus even t h o u g h i t may di f fer in 
some aspects . For t h i s r e a s o n , t h e ecumenical 
movement needs t o cont inue t o work 
theological ly because o therwise c h u r c h 
communion will r emain sujjerficial and f ic t i t ious . 
Never theless , t h e s e a r c h for doc t r i na l consensvis 
must not happen in i sola t ion. The c h u r c h !s un i t y 
will be bui l t not only on an agreement in 
t each ing : i t will at t h e same t ime grow from a 
common miss ionary and diaconal t a s k . 

The c h u r c h e s need t o come t o an agreement on 
t h e i r vocat ion. We must reject t h e k ind of 
ah i s to r i ca l ecumenic i ty t h a t believes i t can sk ip 
over t h e pas t because of a common ecclesied 
f ron t and commitment t o t h e k ingdom of God; 
we must a lso reject a non-contex tua l ecumenism 
t h a t ignores t h e cha l lenges of t o d a y fe wor ld and 
t h e c h u r c h e s ' p r a c t i c e s . The ecumenical 
movement needs t h e contextual framework in 
o r d e r t o show t h e re levance and consensus in 
confession and teaching for i t s au then t i c i ty and 
d e p t h . 

• ;'i..r?'i svr*'" ' Waf-^rt-'V <"~ i , ' -^'l ' 

(c) After a p e r i o d of ecumenical en thus iasm, 
t h e r e looms t oday a k i n d of ecumenical 
depress ion . Nei ther one n o r t h e o t h e r is good. 
Ins tead , we shou ld obey a s p i r i t of sob r i e ty . This 
will joyfully r e g i s t e r p r o g r e s s on t h e 
congrega t iona l level and in theologica l d ia logues . 
The s t e r i l e polemics of t imes pas t have made 
room for more un i ty . In t e r m s of theo logy and 
t h e awareness of p rac t i ca l necess i t i e s , t h e r e h a s 
been qui te some r a p p r o c h e m e n t . 
What is deficient a r e t h e ins t i tu t ional 
consequences . We need t o pay increasing 
a t t en t ion t o t h e r ecep t ion p r o c e s s . Has not t h e 
moment come t o r i sk more coope ra t i on in sp i te 
of many open difficult ies? F o r un i ty t o g row, 
common exper iences a r e needed . 
They inc lude f i rs t ly common p r a y e r and common 
service t o t h e human be ing . Unity cQso grows out 
of exper ience in p a r t n e r s h i p . This needs t o be 
given ins t i tu t ional room and hence should be 
p r o m o t e d by t h e c h u r c h l e a d e r s h i p s . Communion 
shou ld not be found only at t h e end of t h e 
ecumenical p a t h b u t , wi th all necessa ry p rov i sos , 
a t t h e beginning and in t h e midd le . 

[EPS] 

ANGLICANS AND LUTHERANS WORK TOGETHER ON CATECHUMENATE 

A group of US Anglican and L u t h e r a n 
representa t ives is coopera t ing on mate r ia l s fo r 
t h e ca techumena te , a p a t t e r n by which people 
a r e in i t ia ted in to t h e c h u r c h o r 

led t o a s e r ious reaf f i rmat ion of fa i th . Wayne 
Schwab, a member of t h e nat ional Anglican stciff, 
calls t h e joint effort t h e most substantive 
ecumenical w o r k in evangel ism' h e knows . [EPS] 



f -J •» NEW ANGLICAN ARCHBISHOP CHOSEN 
TO SUCCEED DR RUNCIE 

The Bishop of Bath and Wells, George L. C a r e y , has b een appoin ted 
t h e next Archbishop of C a n t e r b u r y . Dr C a r e y , 54, will teike over as 
spir i tual head of t h e C h u r c h of England and of t h e wor ld fe 70 
million Arglicans zifter January 31, 1991, when t h e p r e s e n t 
Archb i shcp , Dr R o b e r t R u n c i e , r e t i r e s . 
The announcement of t h e choice of Dr C a r e y , t h e y o u r ^ e s t 
Archbishop of Can t e rbu ry in r ecen t h i s t o r y , was made t h r e e 
months ea r l i e r t h a n expec ted . Dr Runc ie announced t h e news t h a t 
Queen Elizabeth II h a d appoin ted Dr Carey dur ing t h e Argl ican 
Consultative Council meeting in Ju ly , call ing t h e cho ice 
"imaginative". 
Dr Carey comes from t h e mainst ream evangelical 
wir^ of t h e c h u r c h , which is more t r ad i t i ona l in 
i ts approach t o t h e Bible. He i s , however , in 
favour of t h e o rd ina t ion of women. When he 
once upset opponents of women Is o r d i n a t i o n in 
h is diocese by asking them t o cons ide r w h e t h e r 
they had a future in a c h u r c h wi th women 
p r i e s t s , he was accused of t ry ing t o p e r s e c u t e 
t h e t r ad i t iona l i s t s out of t h e c h u r c h . 
At t h e news conference following h i s 
appointment , Dr Carey den ied t h a t t h e cho ice 
was a compromise . While he admi t t ed h e was 
"quite s u r p r i s e d " t o be c h o s e n , h e sa id h e h o p e d 
it was on t h e basis of what he h a d t o offer. 

Born in East L o n d o n , t h e son of a hospi ta l 
p o r t e r , Dr C a r e y left school at age 15. 'Badly, all 
t o o often t h e c h u r c h seems l ight y e a r s away 
from many p e o p l e , people l ike t h e ones I grew 
up with," h e to ld r e p o r t e r s . He a d d e d t h a t one 
of h i s p r i o r i t i e s will be t h e environment and 
what h e cal ls "green disc ipleship" . 

The L u t h e r a n World Federa t ion (LWF) sent Dr 
Carey a t e legram on July 26 congra tu la t ing him 
on h i s appoin tment . The message , s igned b y LWF 
Assistant General Sec re t a ry for Ecumenical 
Affairs, Dr Eugene L. B r a n d , sa id t h a t Lu the rans 
treaisure t h e i r " increasingly close re la t ionsh ip 
wi th t h e Anglican Communion." [ LWF ] 

MEISSEN DECLARATION: 
ANGLICANS AND E K D TO COOPERATE MORE CLOSELY 

The C h u r c h of England is approach ing c lose r 
communion and coopera t ion wi th t h e German 
Protes tant Churches following t h e unanimous 
acceptance of t h e 'Meissen Declara t ion" by i t s 
General Synod. 
In a General Synod d e b a t e , which l a s ted several 
h o u r s , most speake r s emphasised t h e va r i ed 
contacts and numerous p a r t n e r s h i p s which 
a l ready exis ted between c h u r c h e s and 
congregat ions in England and Germany. Of 
pa r t i cu la r s ignif icance, in t h e view of t h e EKD, 
was Church of England - German P ro t e s t an t 
coopera t ion in the p rocess of Eu ropean 
unif icat ion, a concept toward which t h e Br i t i sh 
c h u r c h e s also took a posi t ive a t t i t u d e . 

Over t h e pas t few y e a r s , 25 t e r r i t o r i a l c h u r c h e s 
in Germany , as well as t h e l e a d e r s h i p bod ies of 
t h e EKD and t h e GDR Fede ra t ion of Pro tes tan t 
C h u r c h e s , have given t h e i r approval t o t h e 
d e c l a r a t i o n d rawn up in Meissen in 1988. In t h e 
d e c l a r a t i o n , t h e C of E and Pro tes t an t s in 
Germany officicdly acknowledge each o t h e r as 
c h u r c h e s , along wi th t h e i r sac raments and 
off ices, fo r t h e f i rs t t ime s ince t h e Reformat ion 
in t h e 16th c e n t u r y , and commit themselves t o 
c lose r communion and a common t a s k . 
The ceremonia l i naugura t ion of t h e 'Meissen 
Declara t ion" is expec ted t o t a k e p lace in two 
services on Jan 29 and Feb 2, 1991 in Westminster 
Abbey, L o n d o n , and t h e Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial 
C h u r c h , Ber l in . [LWI] 



ANGLICAN CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL 
ELECTS NEW CHAIRMAN 

The Revd Canon Colin C r a s t o n , t h e Vice 
Chai rman of ACC, WEIS e lec ted t h e new Cha i rman 
at t h e e igh th meeting of t h e Counc i l , he ld in 
Cardiff, Wales, in July. He succeeds t h e Ven Yong 
Ping Chung. Canon Ci-aston h a s served as V i c e -
Chairman of t h e Council s ince 1986. He sa id t h a t 
he had come t o t h e meeting t o se rve t h e p r e s e n t 
Chairman and h is successor . He d id not expec t 
t o be nominated because h e felt t h a t a Cha i rman 
of ACC shou ld come from outs ide t h e UK. But 
he ag reed t o s t and when some Council members 
expressed t h e need for con t inu i ty in Anglican 
Communion affairs a t a t ime when t h e r e would 
be a new ACC Pres iden t . 
Canon Cras ton sa id h e is impat ient wi th Engl ish 
insular i ty wherever i t o c c u r r e d . I feel t h a t 
sometimes t h e C h u r c h of England feels i t owns 
t h e Communion and ye t a t o t h e r t imes i t disowns 
i t ' . When interviewed a f te r h i s e l ec t ion , h e sa id 
he believed t h e ACC h a d a vital ro l e in t h e 

Communion. He hopes t h a t t h e ACC t o g e t h e r with 
t h e P r ima te s ' Meeting and t h e Lambeth 
Conference will ho ld t h e Anglican family 
t o g e t h e r . 'We have a con t r ibu t ion t o t h e wor ld 
C h u r c h . It we d o n t ho ld t o g e t h e r , ou r 
c red ib i l i ty is landermined. O t h e r wor ld 
communions need t o ta lk wi th t h e family, not 
just individual Provinces. O u r common mission 
r equ i r e s us t o be t o g e t h e r ' . Canon 
Crastonbel ieves t h a t t h e b o n d s of ciffection' 
which ho ld t h e Anglican Communion t o g e t h e r 
need t o be s t r e n g h e n e d . He does not want an 
appe l la te t r i b u n a l , n o r is h e s u r e about how t o 
s t r e n g h e n t h e s e b o n d s bu t h e would l ike t h e 
Common Declara t ion p r e s e n t e d t o t h e ACC-8 
meeting t o be s t ud i ed a roung t h e Communion. 
Canon C r a s t o n h a s served on t h e Anglican 
Consul ta t ive Council s ince 1981 and h a s a b r o a d 
knowledge of t h e Anglican Communion. 

[Anglican Information] 

PROSPECTS FOR 'FULL COMMUNION' IN U.S.A. 

An almost-completed ecumenical document c o u l d , 
if approved by t h e Episcopal C h u r c h in t h e USA. 
and t h e Evangelical L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n America , 
provide t h e bas is fo r full communion between 
t h e two t r a d i t i o n s . 
Meeting from June 17th t o 20th in New O r l e a n s , 
Lu theran and Episcopal ian theo log ians moved 
c loser t o agreement in d o c t r i n e and t h e mutual 
recogni t ion of ordaiined min i s t r i e s , including t h e 
office of b i shop . 
After revision at a January 3rd - 6th meeting in 
Delray Beach , Fla. , t h e r e p o r t of t h e U.S. 
Lutheran-Episcopal Doalogue will be sent t o t h e 
sponsor i r^ bodies fo r s t u d y , evaluation and 
act ion. Such an agreement woxild r equ i r e approval 
by top decis ion-making bod ies of b o t h c h u r c h e s , 
as well as const i tu t ional changes . 
In a p r e p a r e d s t a t emen t , t h e d ia logue c o - c h a i r s . 
Bishop William Weinhauer , Ashville, N C , r e t i r e d 
l eader of t h e Episcopal Diocese of Nor th 
Carol ina , and Dr Patil E r i c k s o n of Wheaton, 111., 
r e t i r e d Illinois Synod b i shop of t h e fo rmer 
Lu theran C h u r c h in America , s a i d : 'Steps in 

c lo se r r e l a t ions and communion between 
L u t h e r a n s and Episcopal ians a r e t a k e n becavise of 
t h e previous discover ies t h a t we s h a r e a common 
fai th and seek t o express a common mission. As 
L u t h e r a n s and Episcopal ians h e a r and respond t o 
t h e gospe l , s o t hey will s t r ive t o manifest a 
visible un i ty - a un i ty t h a t we a r e calling ful l 
communion' ." 
T h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h - M i s s o u r i 
S y n o d , a l t h o u g h a d i a l o g u e 
p a r t i c i p a n t , w i l l n o t b e p a r t o f t h e 
m o v e t o w a r d s c l o s e r f e l l o w s h i p . 
ELCA Bishop Herbe r t W Chi l s t rom revealed some 
de ta i l s of t h e uncomple ted work and lent h i s 
s u p p o r t t o i t in an interview wi th a newspaper , 
pub l i shed on July 11th. 
He sa id t h a t u n d e r t h e p roposa l t h e ELCA would 
e lect b i shops for life ins tead of fo r fou r -yea r 
t e r m s , not ing t h a t h e cou ld accept t h a t 
momentous change . ECLA "sister c h u r c h e s " , such 
as t h e L u t h e r a n Salvadorean Synod and some 
L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s in Africa and E u r o p e , a l r eady 
e lec ted b i shops fo r l i fe , h e no ted . 
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Although Bishop Chi ls t rom sa id full communion 
could come by 1 9 9 5 , o t h e r officials have sa id i t 
is unl ikely t ha t so weighty a p roposa l could be 
worked t h r o u g h t h a t quickly . 
Dr William R u s c h , E L C A ecumenical off icer , s a i d , 
"Although some might r e g a r d t h e b i s h o p !s 
r e m a r k s as somewhat un t ime ly , I welcome t h e 
seriovis a t t en t ion t h a t h e hcis given t o t h e 
dialogue and h i s word of encouragement . 
Obviously, when t h e dicdogue comple tes i t s 
r e p o r t , i t will need t o be weighed se r ious ly by 
t h e sponsoring churches . " 
Bishop Chilstrom r e m a r k s appea red t o over -s tep 
an embargo against t h e p r e m a t u r e re lease of t h e 
document. His comments , a l t h o u g h s u r p r i s i n g , d id 
not appear t o dampen t h e enthusiasm of 
Episcopal C h u r c h l e ade r s . 
Episcopal Presiding Bishop Edmond L Browni r^ 
said he was "del ighted" at t h e d ia logue fe 
p r o g r e s s . 'I look forward t o t h e next phases of 
working out t h e agreement . Even m o r e , I look 
forward t o s t r e n g t h e n e d mutual min is t ry wi th 
t h e ELCA," he sa id . Noting t h a t he and Bishop 
Chils trom plan t o visit L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s in 
Scandinavia in December, he cal led t h e t r i p "a 
symbol of t h e s o r t of coopera t ion" h e envisions. 
Dr J R o b e r t Wright , a h i s to r i an at General 
Seminary, New Y o r k , and a consul tan t t o t h e 
Episcopal dia logue t e a m , called Bishop 
Chilstrom Is comments "positive and helpful." The 
only problem with t h e in terview, h e s a i d , was 
"the difficulty wi th saying any th ing in publ ic a t 
th is point." He a d d e d , "The de ta i l s have not been 
f inal ised, and it is poss ib le t h a t s ignif icant 
changes in t h e document will ye t be made." 

ELCA officials have emphasised t h e sensit ive 
n a t u r e of t h e d i a logue , especially since t h e 
ELCA is engaged in a t h o r o u g h s tudy of 
min i s t ry . 
Al though t h e d ia logue has not ye t made public 
i t s def ini t ion of "full communion," t h e team 
po in t s t o a 1983 d e s c r i p t i o n by an in ternat ional 
L u t h e r a n - Anglican (Episcopal) w o r k i r ^ g roup . 
The 'Cold Ash R e p o r t " , named for the English 
town w h e r e i t was comple t ed , says that 
communion inc ludes t h e s e e l emen t s : 
* The c h u r c h e s a r e i n t e r d e p e n d e n t , bu t each 
c h u r c h maintains i t s autonomy. 
* Each believes t h e o t h e r t o ho ld t h e essent ia ls 
of t h e C h r i s t i a n fa i th . 
* Members of one b o d y may receive t h e 
sac ramen t s from t h e o the r . 
* Clergy of one b o d y may exerc ise l i tu rg ica l 
functions in a congrega t ion of t h e o t h e r when 
invited t o d o so . 
* On inv i ta t ion , b i shops of one c h u r c h may tcike 
p a r t i n consecra t ions of b i shops in t h e o t h e r 
c h u r c h . 
* C h u r c h e s in t h e same a rea s h a r e common 
w o r s h i p , s t u d y , wi tness , evar^el ism and social 
ac t ion . 
US Episcopailians and Lu the rans have c a r r i e d on 
t h r e e se r i e s of d i a logues , beginning in 1967. In 
1982 t h e Episcopal C h u r c h and t h r e e 
p r e d e c e s s o r bod i e s of t h e ELCA a g r e e d t o e n t e r 
i n to "interim sha r ing of t h e euchar i s t . " 
At t h e same t ime they a u t h o r i s e d a t h i r d se r i e s 
of d i a l o g u e s , asking t h a t t h e g r o u p discuss "any 
o t h e r ou ts tanding quest ions t h a t must be 
resolved be fo re full communion... can be 
es tabl ished." 
^ e c i f i c a l l y , t h e g r o u p was asked t o cons ide r 
"implication of t h e gospe l , h i s t o r i c ep i scopa te , 
and t h e o r d e r i n g of minis t ry (bishops, p r i e s t s 
and deacons) in t h e to ta l context of apostol ici ty ." 

[The L u t h e r a n ] 
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The Anglican-Lutheran Society was established 
in 1984 with the following ainns: 

• To encourage a wider interest in and 
knowledge of our respective traditions and 
contemporary developments within them; 

• To develop opportunities for common 
worship, study, friendship and witness; 

• To pray for the unity of the Church, and 
especially between Anglicans and Lutherans. 


