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ALS Annual General Meeting held at 
Southwark Cathedral 

M o r e than for ty members and friends attended the 
Annual General Meeting o f the Anglican-Lutheran 
Society on Saturday, 11 March 2006, at Southwark 
Cathedral, London. He ld in the Garry Weston 
Library o f the cathedral's new conference centre, the 
A G M was chaired by The Rt Rev Rupert Hoare, 
Dean o f Liverpool Cathedral and Angl ican co-
moderator o f the Society. 

Bishop Rupert reviewed activities o f the society 
since the 2005 A G M . The accounts were presented 
by M r Ron Bentley, in ter im treasure whi le Canon 
Guy Smith is serving as Angl ican chaplain in St 
Petersburg, Russia. Bishop Rupert noted that the 
society is in a comparatively healthy financial 
position and therefore has the opportunity to 
undertake a number o f new projects, including 
providing more bursaries to theological students 
who want to attend the next A L S international 
conference, to be held i n D u b l i n in September, 2007. 
Another new init iative is the development o f an A L S 
website under the direction o f Canon Richard Lewis . 
It w i l l go on-line this summer. 

Bishop Rupert reminded members o f the success o f 

the 2005 "Crossing Boundaries" conference in 
Ta l l inn , Estonia, and thanked al l who participated in 
its planning and execution. "We learned a great deal, 
not least f rom the Estonians who spoke to us about 
their past, their recent history and their present 
situation w i t h i n the European U n i o n , " he said. 

Reports were received f rom A L S regional groups i n 
Norway, Germany, Finland and the U S A . Bishop 
Rupert welcomed the new co-ordinator for 
Denmark, The Revd U l l a Monberg, and announced 
that D r Scott Ickert has retired as co-ordinator for 
the U S A . A L S officers were re-elected and The 
Revd SigurSur Arnarson, Chaplain to the Icelandic 
communi ty in London, was chosen to replace M r 
Paul Govey o f the Norwegian Church in London, 
who had resigned. 

Fo l lowing the A G M , D r Kenneth G Appold , 
research professor at the Lutheran W o r l d 
Federation's Institute for Ecumenical Research in 
Strasbourg, and the Revd D r Jeremy Morr i s , Dean o f 
Tr in i ty H a l l , Cambridge Universi ty, considered the 
question, ' M u s t E t h i c a l Issues be C h u r c h 
Dividing?' (see pages 2-3) 
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Must Ethical Issues be 
Church Dividing? 

Left: Dr Jeremy Morris, Dean, Chaplain, Robert 
Runcie Fellow and Director of Studies in Theology 
at Trinity Hall, Cambridge. 
Right: Dr Kenneth G Appold, Research Professor at 
the Institute for Ecumenical Research, The Lutheran 
World Federation, Strasbourg. 

Editor's note: The following edited extracts 
from the presentations give the reader an 
introduction to the full papers - which can be 
obtained from the ALS by sending an e-mail 
to: als@lutheran.org.uk 

From Dr Kenneth G Appold's paper: 
. . . .As a church historian, I find myself looking at the 
issue empirically—and i f I look at the history of the 
church, I see a wide variety of causes for church 
division. .. .In that sense, ethical issues are no more— 
but also no less—likely to cause church division than 
any other type of issue, whether it be dogmatic, ritual, 
liturgical or practical... Who are we to judge whether 
those reasons are legitimate? They are, whether we 
approve of them or not, matters of fact. 
...The issue of homosexuality...has provoked much 
more public discussion and has proven far more 
contentious. Homosexual behaviour is mentioned by 
the Bible. And since those references are undeniably 
negative, they pose a problem for anyone seeking to 
establish more positive attitudes toward homosexuality 
in the church. 

. . . I n the case of homosexuality, the church is being 
asked to act in at least two important ways: a) to 
recognize homosexual partnerships, and b) to ordain 
active homosexuals to its ministry. 
...Whenever Lutherans speak about "church unity", 
they inevitably turn to Article 7 of the Augsburg 
Confession: " The church is the assembly of saints in 
which the gospel is taught purely and the sacraments 
are administered rightly. And it is enough for the true 

unity of the church to agree concerning the teaching of 
the gospel and the administration of the sacraments. I t 
is not necessary that human traditions, rites, or 
ceremonies instituted by human beings be alike 
everywhere." 
. . .Again, I answer from the perspective of the 
Lutheran church, though I suspect that what I say 
about Lutherans may apply to other church bodies, as 
wel l . I f a Lutheran church adopts a policy of accepting 
publicly homosexual ordinands without first reaching 
a hermeneutical consensus on the biblical issues 
involved, then the answer is yes, such a policy may 
well prove church-dividing—especially in the context 
of the global communion. 
. . .given Lutheranism's commitment to scriptural 
authority, such a consensus on the scriptural witness 
w i l l be indispensable. It shouldn't be impossible, 
however. 
...Few, i f any, doctrinal or ethical norms have, in the 
history of the church, been drawn from the Bible along 
a way that springs directly from the page into daily life 
and circumvents theological reflection. 
.. .the question on the table becomes one of whether— 
or in what way—partnerships between homosexuals 
can contribute to church's witness. I f one concedes the 
point that such a witness w i l l not be anchored in Gen. 
I , 26-28, then one needs to ask whether such 
partnerships have something else to say to the church. 
Put in another way: Is the Holy Spirit using those 
relationships to tell the church something? I w i l l not 
attempt to answer that question here . . . 
.. .Neither marriage nor blessings are "rewards" 
dispensed by the church to make up for injusdces 
perpetrated in another area. They have a purpose and 
witness of their own and need to be considered in that 
light. When that happens, and when the debate shifts 
its focus from the rights of individuals to the vocation 
of the church as a whole, it tends to be a bit less 
polarized and a little more sober—at least in our 
Strasbourg experience. 
. . . W i l l these issues be church-dividing for Lutherans? 
It 's hard to tell at the moment. One source of tension 
lies in the fact that, absent a central instrument of 
authority, various member churches are approaching 
the questions of homosexual ordination and 
partnership both at differing speeds and within 
strikingly different cultural setdngs....One might also 
say that, according to the theological principles of 
church unity I outlined earlier, regional differences of 
this kind may cause the ministries of those churches to 
lose credibility wi thin the global communion—and 
ultimately lead to separation and division. M y 
personal viewpoint is less pessimistic. 
. . .From the standpoint of Lutheranism, then, I would 

expect a fairly interesting time ahead. • 
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From Dr Jeremy Morris' Paper: 
. . . I n relation to homosexuality, my expertise is limited. 
I ' m not an ethicist, nor a biblical scholar, but a church 
historian, who is also actively involved and interested 
in ecumenical activity. 
...What I shall call the asymmetrical nature of the 
controversy over homosexuality makes it very unlikely 
that the particular model of church unity sponsored by 
Anglicans today can ever accommodate a simple 
agreement to differ on issues of human sexuality. M y 
diagnosis, then, is pessimistic. 
. . . I t is possible, though difficult, I shah argue, both for 
Anglicans to live with disagreement constructively, at 
least in the sense that they remain committed to 
working it through together, and to find ways in which 
they can conceive of significant shifts taking place 
within the dominant moral and doctrinal traditions of 
Anglicanism. I f homosexuality is, in practice, certainly 
a church-dividing issue, i t need not be so. Perhaps it 
ought not to be so. 
. . .But the issue of homosexuality is different from 
anything previously acting as church-dividing in 
Anglicanism....This is because the argument over 
homosexuality in the Chrisdan Church is essentially an 
asymmetrical argument, involving not only differences 
of opinion, but actually a fundamental lack of 
agreement on both sides on what essendally the issue 
is, and on what the implications of change might be. 
. . . I n Anglicanism, those opposed to the recognition of 
homosexual reladons are mostly conservative 
Evangelicals, and some Anglo-Catholics, wi th a heavy 
preponderance - but by no means uniquely so - of 
Anglican churches in the developing world. For them, 
the key issue is the interpretation of Scripture, but not 
just a few texts in Leviticus and Paul. It concerns, 
rather, the whole of the Biblical witness, and its 
theology of the order of creation and of marriage. The 
problem about the recognition of homosexual relations 
for them is that it seems to overturn the moral witness 
of the whole of Scripture. In effect it is a renunciation 
of the Gospel. 

.. .On the other side, the argument is often run as i f this 
is an issue on which Christians can legitimately 
disagree. Those advocating change do not on the whole 
deny their opponents their moral legitimacy, though of 
course they presuppose that their own understanding is 
the superior one. They plead for a broader, more 
generous and inclusive interpretation of Scripture, 
indeed for a different hermeneutic. But generally they 
presume that the argument can be sustained at a 
reasoned, moderate level in the Church. There is one 
exception, which is those who argue out of a 
perspective of justice and human rights: i f denial of the 
legitimacy of homosexual reladons is a denial of 
natural justice, then of course there can be no 

compromise with that position. 
.. .The current crisis emerged in 2003. In the previous 
year Dr Rowan Will iams had been appointed 
Archbishop of Canterbury, effectively the centre of the 
Anglican Communion. Will iams was believed to 
favour liberal views on homosexuality, and his 
appointment galvanized opponents in England and 
elsewhere in the Communion. Three events in 2003 
seemed to confirm their suspicion. 
...There was no intrinsic connection between these 
three events, but their coincidence acted as a catalyst... 
faced with a serious perceived threat to the traditional 
understanding of faith and order, a large proportion of 
Anglican bishops worldwide threatened action to break 
communion wi th the churches of Canada and the 
United States. I said, deliberately, 'faith and order' just 
then, because that is the framework within which the 
controversy over homosexuality is being played out. 
...The practical recommendations of the Windsor 
Report were to strengthen the links between provinces 
by strengthening the role of the 'Instruments of Uni ty ' , 
which are now to be called the 'Instruments of 
Communion' . These are the Archbishop of Canterbury 
himself, the meeting of the Primates of the Anglican 
Communion, the Anglican Consultative Council 
(ACC), and the Lambeth Conference". 
...The purpose of these recommendations is evidently 
to ensure that no one province, in future, takes a step 
that others would regard as communion-breaking, 
without first undergoing extensive Communion-wide 
consultation. 

. . .(Windsor) impl ic i t ly reinforces existing bonds of 
unity. I t raises, arguably, practical obstacles to almost 
any significant innovation in Anglicanism, since it 
places an enormous burden of proof on those arguing 
for change within the communion as a whole, and it 
gives those opposing change an exceptionally strong 
lever, i f not an effective veto. I t is a recipe for stasis. • 

Left: Dr Kenneth, G Appold; Right: Dr ]eremey Morris 
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Ecumenism: Life Together 
Six years after full communion, Lutherans and Episcopalians in America 

share a common mission 
Candlelight outside Christ Episcopal Church on a 

dark November evening signalled a remembrance of 
Kristallnacht, observed armually by the congregation 
and members of Tr in i ty Lutheran Church, as we l l as 
three synagogues, i n Reading, Pennsylvania. 

Through readings, music and prayer, the service 
recalled the "Night of Broken Glass" i n 1938, when 
mobs and Nazi storm troopers began their assault on 
the Jews of Germany and Austria. Worshippers 
gathered "to remember that w h i c h must never be 
repeated," hal lowing the memories of those w h o lost 
their Hves in the Holocaust. 

Such jo int projects are not unusual as members of the 
Episcopal Church in the USA and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church i n America 
live and w o r k i n concert five 
years after the agreement. 
Called to Common Mission, 
put the two churches i n a 
r e l a t i o n s h i p o f " f u l l 
communion." 

Christ and Tr in i ty churches 
share a covenant relationship 
that dates back even further, 
to 1985. They share a legacy of 
jo int worship services and 
social activities. The covenant 
committee had languished a 
bi t before the Rev John 
Francis became rector of 
Christ Church a year ago. The 
committee that interviewed 
h im for the call stressed its 
covenant. 

Noted the Rev. Fred OpaHnski, Trinity 's pastor for 
just over two years, "The more we can do to 
demonstrate the uni ty of Christ's body, the more 
faithful we are to Christ's prayer, t h a t all may be one.' 
Our covenant agreement for over 20 years has 
demonstrated 'one Lord, one baptism, one faith.' The 
many shared worship services, ministries, arts festivals 
and the like have been a vibrant witness to the whole 
city that far more unites than separates us from one 
another." 

Campus Camaraderie 
The younger generation is also experiencing the 

results of the Called to Common Mission agreement 
on coUege campuses across the nation. Last June, more 
than 150 Episcopal and Lutheran college chaplains met 
for just the second time in 18 years. 

"The success of this event and the constant call from 
chaplains to have i t done again, and soon, has 
prompted the respective national offices for campus 
ministries to hold another jo in conference i n June," 
said the Rev Douglas Fenton, staff officer for young 
adult and higher education ministries. 

A n Early Start 
Some parishes have k n o w n cooperation from the 

beginning. In Elizabeth, Colorado, t w o congregations 
share life together i n one church, overlapping almost 
seamlessly. Elizabeth Lutheran Church and Holy 
Innocents Episcopal Church are both young, and 
neither had occupied a church bui lding before they got 
together. 

" I t was more economics 
than ecumenism," said the 
Rev. Steven Hartten, the 
Lutheran pastor who 
serves the combined 
congregation. Both needed 
a place to worship. Holy 
Innocents began as a 
mission of the Diocese of 
C o l o r a d o i n 1999. 
E l i z a b e t h L u t h e r a n 
became a worshipping 
community authorized by 
the Lu theran Rocky 
Mounta in Synod i n 1995. 
Li t t le by Uttle, the t w o 
moved thei r separate 
worship services to a 

community centre, then to the storefront setting 
where i n 2003 they init iated a single blended Sunday 
morning service. 

About 65 people gather for "traditional but casual 
worship," Hart ten said. "We've grown i n community 
by sharing our worship life. Adapting has been fun; we 
had no "how-to" book to follow. Here we stress that 
you can be w h o you are, and the people have learned 
each other's stories through a series of workshops." 

They have moved forward despite fallout from the 
2003 General Convention that confirmed the election 
of New Hampshire's openly gay bishop. " I t was a 
stumbling block in this conservative area, and for a 
whi le the church was a casualty," Hart ten said. " I t 
shouldn't have been, but i t was. There was a feeling of 
distrust, and some conserx'ative Episcopal members 
left the congregation." 

But new people have joined the community, and on 

John Francis, Christ Episcopal, and Fred Opalinski, Trinity 
Lutheran, participate in the annual Kristallnacht observ'ance. 

desire to refresh the 
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Sunday i t feels l ike one church, he said. "The only 
thing we stiU do separately is pay the bills." The 
congregations share a jo in t mission statement, 
adoptedin 2005: "Gather Spir i tual ly-Onward JoyfuUy 
-Do Faithfully." 

Mirac le o f Grace 
Another combined congregation, Episcopal-Lutheran 

Good Shepherd, occupies a new church bui l t i n a 
pasture between Galax and Independence, Virginia. 
"It's a miracle of grace," said the Rev. Harold Morgan, 
the Episcopal priest who leads the congregation. The 
church was dedicated July 6, 2005. About half i ts 57 
members are Episcopalian, the other half Lutheran. 

"Our churches were r ight i n pursing fuU communion. 
Our differences are 
few; we both come | 
f r o m t h e 
R e f o r m a t i o n 
tradition." "The 
n e w w o r s h i p 
space is flexible," 
Morgan said. "The 
design is simple 
and dignified." 

The congregation 
started the process 
toward a new 
building by asking, 
"What do we need 
to carry 
mission?" 

lliERAN/EPlSCOt^AL 

. V\SII-:H RESTONSE 

Episcop:di;ins and Lutherans send emergency goods for \'ictims of Hurricane Katrina. out our 
"We are 

not divided; we count everyone as a member," Morgan 
said. "We have one governing body called the 'vestry/ 
council.' W e send voting members to both the synod 
assembly and the annual diocesan council." 

Resolving Conf i rma t ion Rites 
"A question not yet fuUy worked out by ecumenists 

involves the rite of confirmation," Morgan said. Only 
bishops confirm members i n the Episcopal Church, 
but that's not so i n the Lutheran Church. Morgan's 
predecessor, Lutheran pastor Robert Walker , 
confirmed the congregation's Lutheran children and 
arranged for Bishop Neff Powell of the Diocese of 
South-western Virginia to confirm Episcopal children. 
Morgan talked i t over w i t h PoweU and Bishop James 

Mauney of the Lutheran Virginia Synod at the outset 
of his ministry i n Galax. Together they decided that 
Powell wou ld confirm all the children at Good 
Shepherd. Bishop Mauney preached at the most recent 
service of confirmation. 

Hous ing In i t i a t ive 
Seniors are benefiting from the ecumenical impulse, 

too. Tri-Cities Terrace East i n Richland, Washington, 
provides housing for low-income seniors through 
three congregations w o r k i n g together. 

AH Saints Episcopal Church, Richland Lutheran 

Church and members of the former Good Shepherd 
Evangelical Lutheran Church formed a coaHtion called 
Shalom Ecumenical Center. W i t h a grant from the 
Diocese of Spokane and the help of many volunteers, 
they developed donated land into a 60-unit senior-
housing facility. 

"This coahtion of congregations has learned the 
enormous poten t ia l for leveraging personal 
commitment, a small amount of seed money, the 
generosity of land donors and the cooperation of 
builders in to spectacular projects," said Bishop Mar t in 
WeUs of the Lutheran Eastern Washington-Idaho 
Synod. " I give thanks for the good w i l l and hard work 
of our Tr i -Ci t ies Lutherans and Episcopalians, 

responding to the call 
of common mission." 
Next the coaHtion 
plans to buHd housing 
for developmentaUy 
disabled, low-income 
adults. 

Disaster Response 
Lutheran- Episcopal 

relat ionships have 
b e e n g r o w i n g 
stronger i n Alabama, 
T e n n e s s e e a n d 
Mississippi since 1998 
i n response to various 
disasters i n the region. 
Most recently, the 

destruction caused by Hurricane Katrina i n 
Mississippi brought together Lutherans and 
Episcopalians at four relief sites - Christus Victor i n 
Ocean Springs, Bethel Lutheran Church i n Biloxi, 
Grace Lutheran Church and Coast Episcopal School i n 
Long Beach - to provide food, medical services and 
counselling to tens of thousands of people who 
escaped the hurricane. 

' W e continue to be amazed at the variety of ways 
Lutherans and Episcopahans f ind to do common 
witness and mission together," said Thomas Ferguson, 
associate deputy of ecumenical and interfaith relations 
for the Episcopal Church. "One th ing about Called to 
Common Mission is that i t only summarizes what is 
essential that we agree upon - i t isn't a document big 
on bui ld ing bureaucracy and structure. 

" C C M trusts that mission w i U drive organization, 
and given the many ways this is happening on local, 
regional, and national levels, we can t ruly see five years 
d o w n the road the Spirit is moving i n this 
relationship." • 
By Ann Hafften, former news editor of The Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. These edited stories were 
originally published in Episcopal Life and The Lutheran 
and are printed w i t h their permission. 
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LUTHERANS AND 
ANGLICANS IN 

ST PETERSBURG 
The Week o f Prayer for Unity has just started, and i t 

is -23°C outside, so there is time to write; i t is rather 
cold to go out. This week we shall have a Christian 
Unity Event in St Petersburg and it wi l l be rather odd 
because most o f those taking part wi l l be Lutherans, 
CathoHcs and Anglicans. Participants from the official 
majority church, the Russian Orthodox, wi l l be few in 
number. After the Orthodox, the Lutherans are the 
largest denomination - but it has taken me six months 
to sort out the many varieties o f Lutherans and I am 
not sure I understand the simation even now. 

First, there is the Evangelical Lutheran Church o f 
Russian and Other States (ELCROS), though its 
official name is the Evangelical Lutheran Church o f 
Russia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Central Asia. 
ELCROS has its roots in churches estabhshed by 
German, Baltic and Swedish immigrants to the 
Russian Empire. 

Second, the Finnish Lutheran Church o f Ingria in 
Russia has its origins in the territor)' that once 
belonged to Sweden/Finland, where most inhabitants 
belonged to the Lutheran faith. The archbishop is 
German and there are churches maintained by the 
German, the Finnish and the Swedish Churches. 

A l l the buildings were confiscated during Soviet 
times. The German church building, standing at the 
centre o f the Nevsky Prospect, the main street o f St 
Petersburg, was a swimming pool; the Swedish St 
Katarin's was a ladies gym and basketball centre. Some 
of the buildings have been returned to their 
congregations and, with money from their countries 
of origin, have been restored and are in use every 
week. The services are usually in the language o f the 
country o f origin or translated into Russian. The Finns 
have a Russian service in the afternoon. The ELCROS 

Lutherans have a theological seminary just outside o f 
the city in a former German suburb; the Finns have a 
similar seminary in a former Finnish village, mainly 
staffed from outside Russia. 

Then there is the Church o f Ingria, which is 
affiliated to the American based Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod, though i t also has some ties with the 
other Lutheran churches, especially those o f Finnish 
origin. The Church o f Ingria's ties wi th the Missouri 
Synod are related most o f all to a common poUcy 
against women's ordination, but on a number o f other 
questions, e.g., the place o f historic succession, they 
differ. The Church o f Ingria is somewhat exclusive 
and does not admit other churches to Communion. 
Most o f their services are in Russian, though there is a 
small English congregation. This church operates 
across Russia, especially in rural areas, but its focus is 
here in the northwest corner o f the Russian 
Federation, a territory they call "Ingria.". I t does not 
work too closely wi th the other Lutherans. 

As one can see, this compUcates the relationship 
wi th the Anglican Church. ELCROS is not part o f 
Porvoo, though perhaps one day it may be, and so 
clergy are not interchangeable. This makes Ufe difficult 
when I am away, as I can't ask their clerg)' to preside 
at the Eucharist - except the priest i n charge o f the 
Swedish Church, who operates out o f Turku, Finland, 
is part o f Porvoo and is licensed by the Archbishop o f 
Canterbury and can take services. 

The AngUcan Church in the cit}^ goes back to the 
late 18* cenmr}' when the Russia Trading Company o f 
England opened its warehouses on the banks o f the 
Neva (sohdly frozen this morning), installed a 
chaplain, and eventaally made the I ' ' ' floor into a huge 
church. I t could seat a thousand, easily. This church 
was closed in 1918; the untouched inside is a wonder
ful example o f Art-Deco, and is now a music school. 

Our congregation was re-formed about 10 years ago 
in a large flat in the city and was first served by a 
Church Mission Societ)^ priest and thereafter by locum 
clerg)' - all under the umbrella o f the Diocese in 
Europe. The congregation grew and now worships in 
the Swedish church. When this building was suddenly 
remrned to the Swedes last November, we assisted in 
sawing down the basketball goals and cleaning away 
70 years o f dust. Though our Lutheran hosts are 
officially Swedish, the pastor and services are Russian. 

It's a compUcated situation, and its does not lend 
itself to close co-operation. Each church -Lutheran 
and AngUcan- is trying to preserve its identit}' to keep 
going; and that does not help unity in the long term. I f 
someone could, for the sake o f tidiness, wave a magic 
Porvoo wand over all o f us, hfe would suddenly 
become much easier. 

Canon Guy Smith, Anglican Chaplain, St Petersburg 
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Confirmation Training: 
A Success Story in Finland 
Anglicans involved in links w i t h the Meissen and 
Porvoo churches are frequently surprised by their 
commitment to confi rmat ion preparation and the 
high propor t ion o f young people that this w o r k 
reaches. Conf i rmat ion preparation, although a 
long-standing tradition, is adapting to the m o d e m 
context and is itself becoming a 'fresh expression 
o f church', f iere are excerpts f r o m the latest 
report f rom the Evangehcal Lutheran Church i n 
Finland Informat ion Service: 

"As many as nine out o f ten fifteen year-olds 
attend the Lutheran Church's confi rmat ion 
training i n Finland. I t has become a central part o f 
the youth cultture. Wha t is the secret to such 
success? 

" I n confirmation training, the youth's Hfe 
questions are taken seriously and kept close to the 
15 year-old's wor ld . A n essential part o f Finnish 
Confirmation is the funct ion o f the young 
confirmed volunteer: a you th volunteer w h o has 
participated a year or two earher i n conf i rmat ion 
training and then received additional tu i t ion to 
become a group leader.", says the Co-ordinat ing 
Pastor, J armo K o k k o n e n . 

The young confirmed volunteer programme has 
become more popular f r o m year to year. U p to a 
third o f the confirmed youth go on to attend the 
young confirmed volunteer programme. 

"Their o w n good experience i n the confi rmat ion 
camp inspires them to become a volunteer. That's 
how the self-sustaining circle is born . The young 
volunteers guarantee that contact w i t h the youth 
wor ld is preserved i n conf i rmat ion training. Their 
responsibihty is to Hsten to the conf i rmat ion 
trainees and help to implement the programme." 

Confirmation training i n Finland lasts for six 
months and comprises 80 lessons. Girls and boys 
go to confirmation training together. A distinctive 
feature o f the Finnish t raining is that much o f i t 
takes place i n the f o r m o f a camp w h i c h can last 
f rom 5-12 days. The camp experience makes social 
relations easy and captivates the youth. 

The Church o f Finland takes conf i rmat ion 
trairung very seriously. Pastor K o k k o n e n also 
beHeves that the Church o f Finland has the most 
developed coUege-level youth workers training i n 
the wor ld . Y o u t h w o r k i n the Lutheran Church is a 

profession i n itself, for w h i c h the church has 
employed thousands o f weU- trained youth 
workers. 

Accord ing to Pastor K o k k o n e n , confirmation 
training "weU represents Finnish Lutheranism." 
D u r i n g the training contacts are buHt w i t h the 
young people's famiHes through parents' evenings. 

"Earher i n Finland, the central meaning o f 
conf i rmat ion for society was that i t addressed bo th 
reading skiUs and knowledge o f the Catechism, 
w h i c h then gave young people the right to get 
married. Even though confirmat ion is now 
essentiaUy designed for 15 year-old's, i t stiU gives 
essential societal rights. The Evangehcal Lutheran 
Church o f Finland has the official r ight to perform 
marriage. On ly those w h o have been confirmed 
can be married i n the church, serve as godparents, 
participate i n H o l y C o m m u n i o n and stand for 
office i n church elections." 

Accord ing to Pastor K o k k o n e n , the fact that a 
h igh percentage o f Finnish youth attend 
conf i rmat ion training doesn't necessarHy mean 
that Finnish youth w i l l be more spitituaUy active. 

"Conf i rmat ion training belongs to the Finnish 
youth . I t doesn't matter to the young person i f 
they learn something about G o d at the same time, 
bu t i t is no t their main mot iva t ion to go to 
conf i rmat ion training. The church does not meet 
young people i n conf i rmat ion training w i t h the 
wish that they become model church members, 
bu t wants to meet them i n their experience as 15 
year-olds. Conf i rmat ion training offers guidance 
and companionship i n Hfe's journey: the home 
parish is close to young people during 
conf i rmat ion training and is still there later when a 
person needs i t . " 

Adaptedfrom the Information Service of The Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Finland and the European Bulletin of 

the Councilfor Christian Unity. 
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Love in the cold climate of northern England 

On a cold day in January I found myself renewing my covenant with God 
and with 140 fellow Christians by the Methodist rite in the stapendous 
Tridentine chapel of Ushaw College, the historic Roman Catholic seminary 
near Durham and successor to Douai in France, which had supplied so many 
priests and martyrs in penal times. Earlier in the week the local Anglican 
Bishop of Durham, Tom Wright, had preached at a mass there, celebrated by 
Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity; and, when Bishop Tom celebrated Holy Communion, 
Cardinal Kasper had preached and come forward to 
receive a blessing from his AngHcan colleague. 
Ecumenical winter? Despite the ambient temperamre 
on the moors, i t did not feel like it. 

We had come together for a five-day conference, 
mounted joindy by the College and the Department of 
Theology and ReUgion o f Durham Universit)', entided 
"Catholic Learning: Explorations in Receptive 
Ecumenism". The occasion was the conferring by the 
University o f an Honorary Doctorate of Divinity 
upon the Cardinal; and the theme was "What can the mi-i 
Catholic Church learn from other Churches?" The 
fact that it happened at all is a sign o f hope, indeed o f 
faith, hope and love. One might almost say that it 
worked ex opere operato, for by its very nature it marked the abandonment of 
the idea that the Roman Catholic Church is a sodetaspetfecta, which does not 
mean and never has meant that its members are morally faultless, but was a 
claim to be self-sufficient, needing nothing from the world outside or from 
other Christians. 

The papers and discussion were of uniformly high quality, with scholars 
from many countries contributing to a rigorous self-assessment o f the state of 
the Catholic Church today, and with a fascinating case stady o f the Irish Civil 
Service as an example o f how to go about the reform of a traditional and 
strucmraUy complacent organization. 

O f course, the exchange o f insights was mutual. AngKcans, for example, are 
looking for help in maintaining unity in a multifarious worldwide communion. 
Some participants were kind enough to say that there was litde to choose 
between AngHcans washing their dirt}' Unen in pubUc and Catholics 
suppressing the facts until their catastrophic eruption in, say, Ireland or the 
USA. The Orthodox (on their own admission "house-trained" in the West 
and therefore rather tame in comparison with some of their co-religionists in 
the East) were notably critical o f the concept o f "eucharistic ecclesiology", 
which had been attributed to them, and o f their own actaal polity. A small but 
exceptionally cohesive group of Methodists demonstrated both the virtues of 
the connexional system and also the great gains o f the International Roman 
Catholic-Methodist Dialogue. 

There was no specifically Lutheran input, though BiU Rusch of Yale was on 
a panel. Still, the Lutheran-Roman Catholic Joint Declaration on Justification 
was frequentiy invoked, always with approval; and the organ voluntary after 
the mass was J S Bach's chorale prelude "Ein ' feste Burg", t}'pical of the 
ecumenical courtesy and good humour o f the proceedings. 

Throughout there was a sense of being on the verge, i f not o f the 
Reformation, at least o f a reformation. Churches, which claim to have been 
reformed in the sixteenth cenmry (refomata), might well ask themselves i f they 
can show a comparable desire and capacity for reform (reformanda) today. 

The Very Revd D r John Arnold 


