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1991 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
JUMPING THE CANON 

by Stuart Currie 

Do I contradict myself? 
Very well then, I contradict myself, 
(I am large, I contain multitudes.) 

Delegates at the Second International Anglican-
Lutheran Society Conference, held from 19th to 
25th June in Oxford, might well have started with 
the impression that Walt Whitman's words fitted 
the Anglican Church perfectly. The opening 
sessions, on the historical and theological 
self-understanding of the Church of England, 
showed how there were at least three of them, held 
with varying degrees of commitment—and that was 
before we got on to the world-wide Anglican Com
munion. As Anglicans, and especially perhaps as 
English Anglicans, we may be prepared to accept 
and even to celebrate this diversity. But we have 
to recognise the problems it gives to our partners in 
ecumenical dialogue. After all, if we are talking to 
someone, it is surely not too much to ask that they 
should tell us who they are. The differences, and 
even divergences, in ecclesiology are enough to 
make our ecumenical partners tear their well-
rooted CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE 

The Conference Participants 

SHARED CONTEXTS 
by Klaus Kremkau 

The general theme of the conference was 'The Life 
and Mission of the Church Today in the Context of 
the Church of England'. 

As the conference went on it became more and 
more apparent that the context of the Church today 
is so similar for the churches all over Europe that 
their traditional differences have become rather 
irrelevant for their life and mission. 

When I use the word 'context' I mean both the 
individual church as the context of her own life, 
and the social, economic and cultural situation as 
the national context of the churches' mission. 

The first part of the conference presented us with 
an introduction to the characteristics of the Church 
of England. 

In a series of excellent talks on her history (the 
Revd Stuart Dunnan, Lincoln College, Oxford), her 
theological self-understanding (the Revd Dr Alister 
McGrath, Wycliffe Hall, Oxford), her govern
mental structure (Mr Colin Podmore, Council for 
Christian Unity, Church House, London) and her 
worship (the Revd Phillip Tovey, ACC, London) 

participants became 
acquainted with the 
mother church of Ang
licanism. I had the 
impression that the 
more experienced ecu
menists and the begin
ners alike were able to 
profit from the infor
mation offered to them. 
Even some Anglican 
participants admitted 
that they had made 
some discoveries about 
their own church! — • 



SHARED CONTEXTS continued 

To deepen our fellowship and to learn more about the Church of England 
on the spiritual and practical levels, we gathered for daily morning and 
evening prayer as well as eucharist services in different forms used in 
public worship in the Church of England and in other provinces of the 
Anglican Communion. We also celebrated a Lutheran Vespers. 

And then of course there was the genius locil Wycliffe Hall, where our 
conference took place, and the memorial to Crarmier, Ridley and Latimer 
within short walking distance, both in a city with a strong Anglo-Catholic 
tradition, reminded us of the history of conflict between conservatives 
and reformers but also of the comprehensiveness of the Church of 
England. Oxford today and the life and work of its diocese was brought 
close to us by the Archdeacon of Oxford and Ms Barbara Doubtfire, the 
Parish Development Officer in the Diocese, who informed us about 
diocesan structures. The Vicar of the Church of St Mary the Virgin 
introduced us to the different styles of Anglican worship to be found in 
the city of Oxford, thus enabling us to make our choices for Sunday 
worship. And even the busy Bishop of Oxford popped in for dinner with 
us. The participants had ample time to see the city and all its beauty, to 
enjoy an excursion into lovely Oxfordshire and to visit the local pub. 

On the first full day of the conference, the programme consisted of 
lectures on the life of the Church of England, as mentioned above. On 
the following day, we turned from purely ecclesial topics to the 
discussion in group seminars of controversial questions like Women in 
the Ministry, Church and Politics, Environmental Issues etc, and visited 
the technically impressive yet ecologically problematic coal-burning 
power station at Didcot. This was followed by a committed and urging 
appeal for 'The Mission of the Church' by the Revd David Winter, the 
Bishop's Officer for the Decade of Evangelism in the Diocese of Oxford. 

In my view, however, the real turn towards the crucial tasks of the 
Church responding to the tremendous challenges of modern secular 
society came with a splendid talk by the Bishop of Dorchester on 'The 
Mission of the Church in Rural Areas'. His sophisticated and pro
fessional analysis of the rural society in Great Britain and the conclusions 
he drew showed the striking similarities between the situations in many 
European countries. • ^ i 

Another strong stimulus came from our visit to local ecumenical centres 
in the developing urban area. A meeting with the Revd Hugh Cross, 
Ecumenical Moderator of Milton Keynes, and with other ecumenical 
officers clearly revealed that none of the churches has at her disposal a 
superior arsenal to tackle the missionary tasks in modern society, and 
that it has to be done ecumenically. When we met for our closing 
sessions on the future of Anglican-Lutheran relations in general and — • 
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The Bishop of Doncaster talking on 
areas 

• especially on the future work of the Anglican-
Lutheran Society, there was satisfaction and happi
ness all around about the experience of learning and 
fellowship we had together during the conference. 

The evaluation produced a number of recommenda
tions for the planning of the work of the Society 
and its conferences. Here I want to mention the 
only one question of special significance concerning 
the national representation of participants. Out of 
the 28 permanent participants of the Oxford confer
ence, 14 came from Germany, 10 from England, 3 
from the U.S.A. and one from Hungary. The fact 
that they included 7 participants from East Ger
many and that they together with the Hungarian 
participant had been able to attend for the first time 
was welcomed with great joy. On the other hand, 
much regret was expressed about the absence of 
representatives from churches in the Nordic and 
Baltic countries. The question was asked if this 
was due to a lack of communication or to little 
interest. Participants asked the Committee to 
intensify relations with Lutherans in these countries 
as well as in other continents and to help to avoid 
the impression that the Society was 'the Anglo-Ger
man Society at Prayer'. 

In his sermon during the final Eucharist on June 
25th the preacher said: 'When God looks down 
upon his Church he does not see denominations but 
Christians.' Clearly the emphasis of the Oxford 
conference was not on the unity of the Church but 
on her life and mission. And looking at it from 
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the mission of the Church in rural 

this point of view I agreed with the preacher 
because I went home reassured that when God 
looks down upon his Church to send her in the 
mission field of Europe he indeed is not looking for 
religious corporations but for his dedicated and 
committed people. a * 

[Klaus Kremkau is a Lutheran pastor from 
Hannover. He recently retired as the Head of the 
European Department of the EKD.] 

NORWAY'S NEW KING 
CONSECRATED IN 

LUTHERAN CATHEDRAL 

King Harald V, the first Norwegian-born monarch 
to assume the throne in 621 years, was blessed on 
June 23rd in a formal church service reminiscent of 
a coronation. 

Harald, 54, became the third king of modem 
Norway upon the death of his father King Olav V, 
a British-born Dane, on January 17th. Norway's 
monarchs are no longer crowned. Harald, like his 
father, instead requested a consecration ceremony 
at the Nidaros Lutheran Cathedral in Trondheim, 
Norway's anciety seat of power. 

Around 1,400 people, including the Norwegian 
government and representatives of 43 countries, 
attended the 90-minute service in the more than 
700-year-old Gothic cathedral. 

[LWI] 
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UNITY OF GERMAN PROTESTANT 
CHURCH SEALED 

With a symbolic handshake and public proclama
tions, Bishop Martin Kruse, chairman of the coun
cil of the Protestant Church in Germany (EKD), 
and Rosemarie Cynkiewicz, chairwoman of the 
Berlin consistory council, sealed the unification of 
Protestant Christians in Germany on June 28th. 
After 22 years of separation, the eight eastern 
German and sixteen western German territorial 
churches with more than 29 million members are 
now reunited. 

The EKD council chairman used the opportunity to 
emphasise that 'we were never really apart'. 
Despite the organisational separation, they had 
remained linked in a 'special fellowship'. Bishop 
Kruse recalled that during the process of church 
unification quite a few stumbling blocks and rough 
patches had to be overcome. Among the joint tasks 
to be tackled by the EKD, he mentioned the issue 
of faith, the community of women and men in the 
church and the theme of justice, peace and the 
integrity of creation. In addition, the church would 
have to address itself to the problems associated 
with German unification, questions of European 
unity and the distressing situation in the developing 
countries. 

Rosemarie Cynkiewicz, president of the former 
eastern German church federation's synod, said that 
unity must now be lived out. There would have to 
be an honest debate over the form to be taken by 
the church. As possible points of discussion, she 
mentioned the spiritual care of the armed forces, 
more modest salaries and the refusal to pay tax for 
reasons of conscience. Addressing the prospects of 
more redundancies in the eastern German states at 
the beginning of July and the threatened deportation 
of foreigners, she expressed the hope that the 
church would allow itself to be moved to Christian 
actions by such crises. 

In the light of the inner church conflicts which 
were emerging. Bishop Johannes Hanselmarm of 
the Bavarian Church appealed to the 160 synods 
from eastern and western Germany to work toward 
unity, but also to accept varying opinions. In his 
sermon at the synod's inaugural service. Bishop 
Hanselmann admitted that the EKD 'had no fewer 
problems' than before reunification. Now every
thing depends on the spirit of growing together. 
The Christian faith means a clear-cut refusal of a 
one-sided orientation towards consumerism and an 

overbearing growth model, but also toward 'any 
feelings of impending doom,' said the bishop. 

The alienation which had arised during the separ
ation should not be compensated through 'cheap 
formulas of compromise,' he warned. The former 
eastern German church federation should not simply 
be 'wound up'. Bishop Hanselmann called for an 
open exchange of opinions within the church, but 
warned against aggression and self-righteousness. 
What was needed was 'the sound of heart-felt and 
understanding brotherly and sisterly love'. This 
included people in eastern Germany realising that 
the state and economic system in the old Federal 
Republic of Germany had 'certainly not had a 
generally corrupting' influence on being a Christian 
in western Germany. 

In his report to the synod on July 28th, Bishop 
Kruse called for a mobilisation of all forces for a 
worldwide policy of cooperation and mutual 
responsibility. It should be possible to set up 
peaceftil order within a United Nations framework 
in crisis areas, to take more decisive action against 
poverty in the world, and to protect nature from 
destruction. He warned against a new, social 
separation in Europe and especially against allowing 
the problems in the Soviet Union to 'become totally 
insoluble'. 

As for the situation in a united Germany, Bishop 
Kruse said that the new freedom had brought 
insecurity and unemployment for many eastern Ger
mans. 'Tangible action' should follow all the talk 
of sharing. Now was also the time to question 
whether the social market economy was achieving 
what was expected of it. Bishop Kruse gave notice 
that an EKD memorandum on economic questions 
would appear this autumn. 

[LWI] 

FINNISH PRESIDENT CALLS FOR 
REVIEW OF CHURCH-STATE 

RELATIONS 
President Mauno Koivisto of Finland has suggested 
that relations between the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Finland (EFCF) and the State be 
reviewed. He said the church could manage with
out the present church-tax system under which 
congregational membership contributions are 
collected together with secular income tax and later 
passed on to the church. He added that the ELCF 
has only rights and not obligations. 

ftmWA?:::::::^^ 
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Reacting to the President's suggestion, Archbishop 
John Vilcstrom of the ELCF said the existing 'folk 
church' system benefits both the people and the 
church in Finland's circumstances. 'The factual 
situation is that the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Finland stands very solidly on its own feet both 
financially and administratively, even without 
mentioning its intellectual and spiritual foundation.' 

He explained that although the ELCF is a 'folk 
church' with a history and background of a state 
church, it now enjoys considerable autonomy in 
relation to the state. He added that 'folk church' 
is not a theological concept, but a sociological one 
describing the church's relationship to the people 
and the people's relationship to the church. He 
said it is natural for the church to be entitled to 
compensation for the non-religious functions that it 
performs in society such as maintaining population 
registers, historic buildings, and cemeteries. 

Noting that under the present system the President 
appoints the bishops of the ELCF, Archbishop 
Vikstrom said that it is 'only of symbolic import
ance' as the bishop usually appointed is that of the 
leading name on a shortlist following diocesan 
elections. According to the report, the President 
suggests that bishops be formally appointed by the 
church and not by the head of state. 

[EPS] 

PAPERS AVAILABLE TO WINDOW 
READERS 

Readers of The Window may obtain copies of the 
following papers by sending an addressed envelope 
with U.K. postage or an international voucher for 
80gm to the Society's office in London: 

• The Worship of the Church ofEnglandhy Phillip 
Tovey, an historical sketch presented at the 1991 
Conference of the Anglican-Lutheran Society, 
Oxford. (9pp) 

• Bilateral dialogues involving the churches of the 
Nordic countries—a provisional survey by Ola 
Tj0rhom; prepared for the Fifth Forum on Bilateral 
Conversations, Budapest, October 1990. (5pp) 

• The dialogue process between the Church of 
England and the Nordic and Baltic Lutheran 
Churches—an introduction by Ola Tjarhom; pre
pared for a special consultation held in Uppsala, 
December 1990. (lOpp) 

U.S. LUTHERAN AND EPISCOPAL 
CHURCHES RECOMMEND JOINT 

COMMITTEE , • , 
Ecumenical representatives of the Episcopal Church 
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
have called for a joint coordinating committee to 
help the churches get ready for a formal study of 
proposals for closer Lutheran-Episcopal relations. 

A small subgroup from the two standing commit
tees that oversee ecumenical relations in their 
respective denominations met from June 17th to 
IStii in Chicago. The group recommended that the 
Episcopal General Convention and the ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly authorise a coordinating 
committee. 

Formal study of proposals for ELCA—Episcopal 
'full communion' will begin in 1993. Since the 
documents are already available, many groups and 
individuals may not wait till that date to begin 
informal studies. 

The Chicago meeting coincided with the publication 
of Toward Full Communion and the Concordat of 
Agreement. The 120-page paperback volume is 
published jointly by the ELCA's Augsburg Fortress 
Publishers in Minneapolis and the Episcopal-related 
Forward Movement Publications, Cincinnati. 
Subcommittee members received the first copies off 
the press. 

Dr. Robert Wright of New York, an Episcopal 
adviser who helped draft the document, said, ' I am 
appalled that publication has taken so long.' Dr. 
William Rusch, Executive Director of the ELCA 
Office for Ecumenical Affairs, acknowledged that 
initial reactions to the proposal for Lutheran-Epis
copal ftill communion made public in January have 
been 'largely negative'. But he said there has been 
'a lot of confusion about what the documents really 
say.' 

Gracia Grindal of Luther Northwestern Seminary, 
St Paul, Minnesota, said, 'We must speak clearly 
with each other. Not all of the disagreement is 
because people do not know what is in the docu
ments.' 

The group met with the encouragement of Episco
pal Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning and ELCA 
Bishop Herbert W Chilstrom. 'On this occasion,' 
the bishops stated in a letter to the subcommittee, 
'we reaffirm our common commitment to the 
Lutheran-Anglican Agreement of 1982 and its goal 
of full communion between our two churches.' [L] 
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ANGLICANS AND LUTHERANS 
LOOK TO F U L L COMMUNION 

Anglicans and Lutherans look forward to the day 
'when we shall, by God's grace, be brought to fiill 
communion,' the chairman of the Anglican Con
sultative Council (ACC) stated in a greeting to the 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF) Council meet
ing, held in Chicago in July. Canon Colin 
Craston's greeting was read to the meeting by the 
Revd Donald Anderson, Anglican observer to the 
LWF gathering. 

'In the last 20 years the pace of dialogue has 
quickened,' Canon Craston stated. 'We have dis
covered how much we (Anglicans and Lutherans) 
share in doctrine, worship, mission and the under
standing and practice of ministry. Because mutual 
agreement has grown so much, we are able to share 
eucharistic hospitality in many places.' 

Canon Craston called the growth of Anglican-
Lutheran understanding 'one of the great joys of 
this century'. While Anglicans and Lutherans 
never condemned each other's teaching or practice 
of Christianity, 'we had grown apart for reasons of 
geography and language'. Friendship and partner
ship between Anglicans and Lutherans have grown 
increasingly in Africa, Europe and North America, 
he stated. In Europe, starting with links between 
the Church of England and the Church of Sweden, 
'we have increasingly accepted each other as sisters 
and brothers.' 

The ACC chairman lauded the implementation of 
theological agreement in worship and in 'the gospel 
tasks of mission and nurture'. He called Lutheran-
Anglican dialogue a model for all ecumenical 
agreement. 

The Anglican-Lutheran Society was established in 
1984 with the following aims: 
• to encourage a wider interest in and knowl

edge of our respective traditions and con
temporary developments within them; 

• to develop opportunities for common wor
ship, study, friendship and witness; 

• to pray for the unity of the Church, and 
especially between Anglicans and Lutherans 

COMMENT: 
THE END OF THE EASTERN 

GERMAN CHURCH FEDERATION 
By Hans-Jurgen Roder 

(Editor of the eastern German Evangelical Press 
Service in Berlin.) 

The farewell to the Federation of Protestant 
Churches in eastern Germany has been under way 
for some time. It is hardly likely to be mourned, 
even by its founders. The Federation's foundation 
in 1969 not only signified its legal and 
organisational separateness from the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD) but also pointed the 
Federation in a direction of its own. t 

That situation challenged the eight territorial 
churches in the former German Democratic Repub
lic (GDR) to a special kind of community spirit. 
The area in which this spirit was to prove itself was 
that of politics. The GDR churches jointly resisted 
all attempts by the communist authorities to misuse 
the Church for political purposes, both internally 
and externally. The churches showed a common 
will in acknowledging their responsibilities toward 
east German society and the GDR authorities. 

In the 1970s and 1980s the eastern German 
churches reached remarkable agreement in the areas 
of politics and social responsibility. This meant 
adherence to a strict separation of church and state 
which prevented any temptation to succumb to 
political power. The churches worked for peace, 
justice and the integrity of creation. They were 
ready to make sacrifices for the good of the over
burdened environment and for the poor. Moreover, 
with its 1987 resolution in support of peace, the 
east German church federation's synod called for a 
rejection of all ideologies of deterrence and all use 
of military action in the solution of conflicts. 

How much importance the new pan-German fellow
ship of churches will attach to the insights gained 
by the east German federation remains to be seen. 
The range of political opinion reflected in western 
German churches has also emerged in the churches 
of eastern Germany. So maybe the differences of 
opinion that will be seen in the new EKD are more 
likely to be based on political positions than on 
east-west conflicts. 

Just how complicated this can be was seen during 
the synod meeting of the eastern German church 
federation and the western German EKD in Berlin 
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in February. It was hardly an amalgamation of 
equal partners but rather an attachment of the 
eastern group to the western EKD—analogous to 
the state unification process. Martin Ziegler, head 
of the East Berlin secretariat of the GDR Protestant 
church federation for eight years, was emphatic that 
an appropriate record should be made of this fact. 

- [LWI] 

U S LUTHERANS SHOULD ADOPT 
, EUROPEAN EPISCOPACY, 

THEOLOGIAN ADVISES 

A theologian of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) has proposed that the US church 
receive the historic episcopate from its sister 
Lutheran churches in northern Europe rather than 
fi-om the Episcopal Church of the United States, as 
has been suggested. Dr. Carl A. Volz, Professor 
of Church History at Luther Northwestern Theo
logical Seminary, St Paul, Minnesota, said 
Lutheran churches in Sweden, Finland, Tanzania, 
the Baltic states and parts of Germany 'possess the 
Western episcopal succession which is recognised 
by the Anglican Communion'. 

In adopting the episcopal structure of its sister 
churches in northern Europe, he said, the ELCA 
will demonstrate more closely its unity in continuity 
not only with the traditional apostolic episcopate, 
but also with those churches which in large part 
founded the predecessor bodies of the ELCA. 'By 
receiving the episcopal structure from Lutherans 
with whom we are already in fellowship, we 
demonstrate that the Word and Sacraments alone 
are the true marks of the church, and that the 
episcopate is of the 'bene esse' (well-being).' 

Prof Volz's proposal was vigorously opposed by 
his colleague at Luther Northwestern, Dr. Gerhard 
Forde, Professor of Systematic Theology. Prof 
Forde said such a structure 'would be a mistake for 
our understanding of ministry; it is contrary to our 
confessional position, and it is too restrictive ec
umenically.' He referred to the idea of 'bishops 
for life' as a theological mistake. 'It means that 
the bishop is automatically at the top, not merely of 
the administrative order of things, but at the top of 
the sacramental order of the Church.' Instead, 

Forde said, 'the highest exercise of authority in the 
Church is the proclamation of the gospel in Word 
and Sacrament.' 

Mo^Won of an episcopal structure will also restrict 
the ELCA's ecumenical life. Prof Forde said. 
'Those who hold to episcopal structures don't even 
agree among themselves,' he said. ' I f we adopt 
one form—say that of the Anglican Com
munion—what does that do for our relations to 
Rome or the Orthodox? And what does it do for 
our relations with non-episcopally structured com
munions?' t 

'An episcopal polity does not seem to be to be well 
suited either to the American context or to the 
needs of the contemporary church,' said Dr Todd 
Nichol, assistant Professor of Church History at 
Luther Northwestern. 'A polity which calls for 
more coUegiality, which makes room for fuller lay 
participation, which places the initiative and deci
sion-making at the broadest possible levels, and 
which has sharply defined structures for 
accountability to the constituency would serve us 
better.' [LWI] 

NEW ANGLICAN CO-MODERATOR 
OF THE SOCIETY 

The Revd Dr Jonathan Draper has accepted the 
invitation of the Executive Committee of the Angli
can-Lutheran Society to be its Anglican Co-Moder
ator. He succeeds the Revd Geoffrey Brown who 
stood down at the AGM after seven years of ser
vice as Hon Secretary, Co-Moderator and Co-
Editor of The Window. The Lutheran Co-Moder
ator is the Revd Thomas Bruch. 

Dr Draper is an American by birth, but has lived 
and worked in Britain for the past fifteen years. 
His doctoral work was done at the University of 
Durham under the supervision of Bishop Stephen 
Sykes on the 19th century German Lutheran theolo
gian, Albrecht Ritschl. 

After serving in a parish in Manchester, he became 
the Director of Academic Studies and Lecturer in 
Systematic Theology at Ripon College, Cuddesdon, 
an Anglican theological college near Oxford. 

He is half Swedish by ancestry and has a lively 
interest in the Scandinavian Lutheran Churches. 
He is married and has one daughter. 
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JUMPING THE CANON conHnued from front page 

hair out, while several Anglican contributors 
warned of the break-up of the Anglican Commu
nion. 

Curiously, however, as the conference progressed, 
the difficulties posed by this variety seemed to 
diminish. We looked at the organisation of the 
Church of England at all levels from the national to 
the parochial. We had a taste of Industrial Mission 
at Didcot Power Station. We heard Bishop 
Anthony Russell on the rural church. This moved 
us to see the church in its synchronic context where 
the enormous overlap between Anglicanism and 
Lutheranism emerged. Yes, there are difficulties, 
and the participants from Germany (including the 

ALS I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference: V i s i t i n g the power 
s t a t i o n a t Didcot 

theory. And Oberkirchenrat Klaus Kremkau, Co-
Secretary for the Meissen Declaration and a partici
pant at the Conference, noted the willingness of 
people involved in such practice not so much to 
jump the gun as to 'jump the canon'. The Angli
can-Lutheran Society in no way encourages people 
to break the rules, but it does aim to build up the 
common life of the Church. As Bishop Cyril 
Wismar reminded us, ecumenical endeavour is an 
evangelical imperative—'that the world may 
believe'. 

On the agenda for the future, the Conference 
identified several important areas. The Eastern 
European churches are in need of strengthening 
contacts with the rest of the world. We particularly 
want to build links with the Baltic churches and 

with Scandinavia. The 
Anglican-Lutheran Society 
is compiling a list of twin
ning arrangements between 
churches and would be glad 
to hear of existing links: 
we wish to encourage more 
parishes to look for a part
ner. We felt the lack of 
participants from Africa, 
who, like the North Ameri
cans, but unlike the Euro
peans, have Lutheran/ 
Anglican territorial over
lap. Our hope is that the 
next International Confer
ence might be in Boston 
USA, with extensive par
ticipation from Africa and 
perhaps also Lat in 
America. 

former GDR), Hungary, Finland, the USA, Nor
way and Britain could report on a very broad 
spectrum. But the differences are determined as 
much by the churches' respective contemporary 
cultural position in the life of the nation as by 
historic doctrinal disagreement. 

Through this discovery we came to see the usefiil-
ness of meetings such as this and of associations 
like the Anglican-Lutheran Society. Contacts 
between people at grass-roots level can cut across 
theological divides. All the participants felt 
enriched by the experience of shared worship. Lex 
orandi, lex credendi still applies today. The 1988 
Lambeth Conference indeed recognised that ecu
menical practice is running ahead of theological 

[Stuart Currie is an Anglican priest from Banbury 
and the Treasurer of the Anglican-Lutheran 
Society.] 

THE ANGLICAN-LUTHERAN SOCIETY 
30 THANET STREET, 
LONDON WCIH 9QH 

Membership of the Anglican-Lutheran Society costs 
£8 p.a. for an individual (£5 unwaged), £10 for 
husband and wife and £19 for a group. Please con
tact the Treasurer, The Revd Stuart Currie, St 
Hugh's Vicarage, 4 Longfellow Road, Banbury, 
0X16 9LB. 
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