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The WindowThe Window  
 

We hope you enjoy 
this issue of your 

Newsletter. 
 

Naturally there are a 
number of articles 

about the COVID-19 
pandemic 

 
Read about 

Pope Francis and 
Ecumenism 

 
 

Several books to 
tempt you 

 

 
 

Meet a Bishop with a 
vision in the Lutheran 
Church in Greenland  

 
News of Ecumenical 
Meetings and Links 

 
News of an event 
planned for 2021 
to mark the 500th 
Anniversary of 
Martin Luther’s 

excommunication 

 
Remembering 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 

How churches helped 
victims of the 

Australian bush fires 
 

And much more 

  

THE ANNUAL MEETINGTHE ANNUAL MEETING  
THAT NEVER WAS!THAT NEVER WAS!  

If it hadn’t been for the Coronavirus and 
the fact that much of the world was in lock-
down, we would have held our Annual 
Meeting on 21st March.  It would have been 
a great occasion. Well, our Annual Meetings 
always are!  We would have met in All-
Hallows-by-the-Tower, a church steeped in 
history.  We would have worked together 
on the theme: Witness through Service and 
Sacrifice.  With the help of two distinguished 
presenters we would have tried to get to 
grips with Martyrdom in the Church Today.  
Bishop Guli Francis-Dehqani would have 
spoken about ‘The Blood of the Martyrs as the 
Seed of the Church’, and Henrietta Blyth of 
‘Open Doors’ would have told us some-
thing of that organisation’s work supporting 
Christians in many parts of the world living 
under religious persecution.  We would 
have shared a meal, and a Eucharist, met old 
friends from many countries and made new 
ones. 
 
But it was not to be.  One by one members 
living outside the UK got in touch to say 
that whilst they could fly to London for the 
meeting when they returned home they 
would have to go into quarantine for four-
teen days.  Then, gradually, nations started 
closing down.  People had to stay indoors, 
churches were closed, public meetings were 
forbidden, and so the Annual Meeting was 

off – the first time it has happened in the 36 
year history of our Society.  But nothing is 
ever lost for ever!  Both presenters have said 
that they are willing to come another time, so  
perhaps we have our topic and speakers for 
March 2021 already.  We will let you know. 
 
Meanwhile, what should we do about the 
Annual General Meeting, the business part of 
the event.  It seems unlikely that we shall be 
able to hold a business meeting later this year,  
so we decided to do the essential business in 
a ‘virtual’ way.   
 
All those who had booked into the meeting 
were circulated by email that same weekend.  
The annual accounts, approved by our Inde-
pendent Examiner, had already been sent to 
them, and they had been asked to submit any 
questions or comments for the Treasurer, 
who had promised to deal with them.  They 
had also been requested to submit nomina-
tions for the elections.   
 
Since by the time of the meeting the right 
number of people had been nominated as 
officers and Executive Committee members 
the email asked the membership to approve 
their appointment.  All did!  Finally, they were 
promised that the Reports would be included 
in this edition of The Window.  They are, and 
you can read them inside.  
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THE (VIRTUAL) ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGTHE (VIRTUAL) ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 

Our Society’s Constitution requires us to hold an AGM each year, present reports, appoint officers and elect committee members 
(when needed).  Thanks to the Coronavirus Pandemic the meeting scheduled for Saturday 21st March in London could not take place.  

Michael Ipgrave and Jaakko Rusama are our Moderators and Michael reports on their behalf.  

A year ago at our AGM I suggested that we should set our 
bi-lateral focus into a wider ecumenical setting.  We have 
endeavoured to do that in two ways; first by inviting a distin-
guished Methodist ecumenist, David Carter, to join Fr Phillip 
Swingler as an observer on the Executive Committee; and 
second, by planning this year’s conference in Rome.  We 
hope to examine the relationships that have been forged 
between the Roman Catholic Church and our two tradi-
tions, and to ask what have been the springboards that have 
brought us closer together and what obstacles remain to the 
unity of the Churches.   
 
During the last twelve months our Treasurer, Lisbeth 
Pedersen, resigned due to ill-health.  We had hoped that, 
when we met in March, we could express our gratitude for 
her support and encouragement, and for the careful way in 
which she managed our finances.  In the event, Jaakko and I 
wrote to her on behalf of our members, wishing her a rapid 
recovery and enclosing a small gift in appreciation.  We are 
delighted that Patrick Litton responded positively to the 
Executive Committee’s invitation to be our Treasurer. 
 
Our first Essay Competition for students preparing for an 
ordained or lay ministry in their Churches was won by a 
member in Exeter, Ashley Leighton-Plom.  The Committee 
agreed to hold another competition this academic year but, 
in spite of it being advertised in universities, theological col-
leges and courses throughout the UK, no competitors have 
entered.  We hope to extend the invitation more widely 
next year to include student members from other lands. 
 
Jaakko and I would like to thank the officers and members of 
the Executive Committee who have worked together very 
well.  It is a pity that some of their efforts, such as the plan-
ning of our Annual Meeting in March 2020, were thwarted 
by Covid-19.  But the topic that was chosen, ‘Witness 
and Service: Martyrdom in the Church Today’, is an 
important one and we plan to address it at next 
year’s Annual Meeting on 6th March, 2021.  So book 
the date in your diary and pray for an end to Covid-19. 
 
We were delighted to welcome Jonathan Collis and Mary 
Philips as co-opted members of the Executive Committee.  
Subsequently Mary has had to withdraw, but maintains her 
interest in the Society, as does Perran Gay who, because as 
Chaplain to the Isles of Scilly has been finding it difficult to 
attend meetings, has also stood down.  Jonathan Collis has 
been elected in his place. 
  
Planning the Conference in Rome, 19th to 22nd October 
2020 has been a major part of the committee’s work.  At 
last year’s meeting we announced that places were limited 
to 42.  Within days of advertising the event all the places 
had been taken, which underlines the importance of the 
conferences in the life of our Society.  We hope that Covid-
19 will not prevent it taking place. 

 
The Society has a new website.  The committee felt that 
the old one, created in 2006, had become a little old-
fashioned and not as easy to navigate as we would like.  So 
Webstars Ltd, who host it for us, agreed to build us a new 
one.  It has taken some months to complete but it is now 
live and we hope everyone will find it attractive and easy to 
use.  Our ambition is to link to the website a digital archive 
of The Window so that all 122 editions can be accessed 
online.  They tell a remarkable story of ecumenical pro-
gress from 1984 to the present day. 
 
Our Society has, since it first began, enjoyed an excellent 
relationship with the Council of Lutheran Churches.  The 
Council has been very generous in their support, and has 
allowed us to use their Thanet Street, London address as 
our Society’s Registered Office and to hold committee 
meetings there.  This year, we learned that the Council had 
decided to sell the lease on their part of the building.  They 
kindly invited us to move with them into temporary accom-
modation while they sought a new permanent home, but St 
Mary’s German Church in Sandwich Street, who occupy 
the ground floor and basement of the same building, also 
kindly offered to accommodate us, so we shall still keep 
our archive there, meet there for committee meetings, but 
from now on enter the building from the next street, and 
we have 10, Sandwich Street as our Registered Address. 
 
The next Executive Committee meeting is on 10th June.  
We shall not be able to meet physically for that so Patrick 
Litton is arranging for us to have a ‘virtual’ meeting online. 
 
Jaakko and I are very grateful to our indefatigable secretari-
al team, Dick Lewis and Helen Harding, to all our Executive 
Committee members, and to you our members for your 
confidence in us over the past year.  As our churches and 
our communities emerge from lockdown over the coming 
months, we hope and pray that our Society will continue to 
play its part in bringing together Anglicans and Lutherans in 
many different ways; and we pray that you keep safe and 
well. 
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Thanks 
I took over from Lisbeth Pederson, the 
former Treasurer at the end of last 
year.  She had resigned owing to an 
illness.  I would like to thank her for 
handing over the files in an excellent 
condition which allowed me to pick up 
easily where she left off. 
 
I should also thank our Independent 
Examiner, Mr Ray Andrews, who has 
scrutinised the books and records for 
the Society and given them a clean bill 
of health. 
 
Accounts 
I have reformatted the accounts so 
that they more closely resemble that 
required by the charity accounting 
standard.  It splits income into various 

categories, and the expenditure into 
Charitable, Governance and Confer-
ence Activities. 
 
The accounts have been prepared on a 
cash basis – that is, activity is recorded 
as cash comes in or goes out.  Only if  
the charity’s income exceeds £250,000 
do we need to move to an accruals 
basis and the trustees have agreed to 
continue using cash basis, as this was 
easier for everyone to understand. 
 
This is the main reason for an appar-
ent drop in income from 2018, which 
included significant income for the 
2019 conference.  Other headings, 
which represent donations and sub-
scriptions are broadly similar year on 
year.  The same goes for expenses, 

which are broadly in line except for 
conference expenses.  There will be a 
similar occurrence in 2020, as the 
Rome conference income has largely 
been received, but expenses have not 
yet been paid.  I will summarise the 
conference account once it is over to 
show the effect.  However, given the 
Coronavirus lockdowns, we do not yet 
know how this will all pan out in terms 
of the requirement to refund the in-
come or recoup the expenses. 
 
Summary 
At the year end, the Society presented 
a deficit of £1,527.43 which is after 
subsidising the Rome conference 
slightly.  As a result, our net assets 
declined from £17k to £15.5k, repre-
sented by cash and bank. 

  

THE  TREASURER’S REPORTTHE  TREASURER’S REPORT  
 

The certified accounts had been circulated to all those members who had indicated that they would attend the meeting. 
Patrick Litton, who had been appointed Treasurer by the Executive Committee during the year 2019-20, 

gave this report and invited questions by email.  There were none. 

  

THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETHE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S TARY’S 
REPORTREPORT 

Helen Harding reports that during 2019 we welcomed 
eight new members, five of whom are students.  Sadly, we 
‘lost’ 14 members.  ‘Most new members join because a 
friend recommends it,’ she says, ‘Please keep telling other 
people about the Society and what you gain from it.’  We 
have members in 34 countries.  Because we have group 
members and couples as well as single members it is hard 
to say precisely how many members there are.  ‘I estimate 
around 300, but that’s counting couples and groups as one!’ 
she tells us.  So in reality there may be quite a few more. 

  

THE NATIONALTHE NATIONAL  
COORDINATORS’ REPORTSCOORDINATORS’ REPORTS 

As you know, we have representatives of our Society in 
those countries where there are a number of members.  
Their role is to inform the Society about local or national 
ecumenical activities, to provide news of members, and to 
keep their members in touch with what is happening in the 
Society as a whole.   
 
Tom VanPoole from USA reports that members there had 
$2,473.24 in their bank on 1st January.  There have been 
no specific Society activities of late, but individual members 
are active in both national and local events. 
 
Fredrik Ulseth says he is finding it hard to get Norwegians 
interested in the Society, but he hopes that the fact that we 
will hold our 2022 Conference in Trondheim might help.  
He is finding ways of getting local Lutherans and Anglicans 
involved in the programme.  Meanwhile, he has excellent 
cooperation from the Diocese of Nidaros and the Church 
of Norway’s Council on Ecumenical and International Rela-
tions, both helping in preparing for that conference. 
 
Richard Wottle reports that membership in Sweden is ‘low 
but constant’  His main way of encouraging interest in the 
Society is by ‘giving people copies of The Window as soon 
as I spot a glimpse of interest!’ 
 
Susanne Skovhus is our contact person in Denmark.  She 
says that the Bishop of Copenhagen is a supporter of good 
relations with the Anglican Chaplaincy there.  Jochen Dallas 
from Germany works hard to keep in contact with the 
members there. 

  

THE WINDOWTHE WINDOW 

Helen Harding also reports that our newsletter is mainly 
circulated by email.  This means that we only print about 
160 of which 18 go to news agencies the rest to group 
members, and to members who have requested printed 
copies to use for publicity purposes. 
 
‘We do all we can to keep costs to a minimum,’ she says, 
and she expressed her gratitude to the parish church that 
not only allows us to use their printing machine at cost, but 
also provides some ‘people power’ to help do the work 
each time.  Every autumn we contact all the colleges and 
courses in the UK offering students preparing for ordina-
tion or for accredited lay ministry in their Churches free 
membership.  ‘Each year a few do join, but it is a pity more 
don’t take up the offer.  So if you know any theological 
students preparing for ministry please encourage them to 
join us.  It costs them nothing!’ 
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THE ELECTIONSTHE ELECTIONS  

Those members who had indicated that they would attend the meeting were sent a circular on the day of the meeting informing them 
that the following nominations had been made and seconded: 
 

Moderators : Bishop Michael Ipgrave (Anglican) and the Rev Dr Jaakko Rusama (Lutheran) 
Treasurer : Mr Patrick Litton (Anglican) 
Secretary : Canon Dick Lewis (Anglican) 

 
There was one vacancy on the Executive Committee due to the resignation of Canon Perran Gay (Anglican).  One nomination had 
been made and seconded: 
 

The Rev Jonathan Collis (Anglican) 
 
The members were asked to indicate their acceptance of these candidates to serve for the year 2020-21.  All who responded voted in 
favour.  The full list of officers and committee members can be found on the back page of The Window. 

  

OUR SOCIETY HAS A NEOUR SOCIETY HAS A NEW WEBSITEW WEBSITE  

Our Society has had a website since 2006.  It has been well visited but over the years it has become rather dated and very 
difficult to maintain.  It was built on a platform that was quite dated at the time but which is now no longer fit for purpose.  
The Executive Committee decided to commission a new site.  They hope members will find it attractive and informative.  It 
is very easy to maintain and to keep updated. 
 
The address remains the same : www.anglican-lutheran-society.org  so do visit it and let us know what you think.  You will 
find a simple way of sending messages has been built into it, and the ways in which people can join the Society and make 
payments or donations are greatly improved.  We hope you like it. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark is a very important part of Danish society and is present everywhere in the 
country.  75% of the population are members.  For people new to Denmark, whether tourists, expats or migrants, a new 
English website has been launched - www.lutheranchurch.dk 
 
It is full of information and facts about the Church, its history, rituals and creed, and offers advice for people who want to 
use the church for weddings, worship or other activities.  Mogens Mogensen, Chairman of Council on International Rela-
tions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark, says, ‘We hope that this shows that the Church is for people who 
don’t speak Danish (yet).  In a globalised climate we must give everyone interested an opportunity to find information about 
the Danish Church in a language they most easily understand.’ 

 

CHURCH OF DENMARK HACHURCH OF DENMARK HAS NEW WEBSITE TOOS NEW WEBSITE TOO  
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‘He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
so that, free from sins, we might live for 

righteousness; by his wounds you have been 
healed.  For you were going astray like sheep, 
but now you have returned to the shepherd 

and guardian of your souls.’  (1 Peter 2.24-25)  
 

Thank you, Peter, for this hymn about Christ 
inspired by words from the prophet Isaiah:  
‘By his wounds you have been healed.’  Yes, 
Christ suffered for us! 
 
Suffering is a reality in this world.  Wherever 
there is life and creativity going on, there is 
also pain, struggle, suffering and death.  That is 
the way it has been for millions of years.  And 
God is right in it. 
 
You know, Peter, today so many of us are affected by the 
suffering that the new coronavirus is causing around the 
globe.  Like the serpent-bitten people in the desert who 
lifted their eyes to the serpent of bronze that Moses had 
raised for their healing (Numbers 21), we are looking to 
Christ crucified and his corona, his crown of thorns, for the 
healing of the corona-stricken nations. 
 
Sometimes, in retrospect, we can see meaning in our own 
suffering.  At the same time, it remains notoriously difficult, 
and pastorally unwise, to define the meaning of someone 
else’s suffering.  Instead of telling other people what God’s 
meaning with their suffering may be, we need to walk with 
them.  Be their companion, claim the healing that emanates 
from the wounds of Christ, so that we may live for right-
eousness and justice. 
 
Also, Peter, in our days we keep learning more and more 
about the suffering of the earth.  I know, the earth is not 
Jesus.  Yet, the earth has wounds; many of those are caused 
by our sins.  One could say that the earth bears our sins in 
its body like Jesus bore our sins in his body.  Often, like 
Jesus, the earth does not return abuse, does not threaten.  
Other times the earth strikes back and hits both users and 
abusers. 

 
There is a difference, though: we believe that Jesus’ wounds 
mean healing.  The earth’s wounds cannot heal us.  They 
remind us of our own vulnerability and of the wounds that 
we inflict on others.  The earth’s wounds are wounds that 
cry out for our help to heal. 
 
Our participation in healing wounds of the earth may, after 
all, prove to be participation in the healing God wants to 
share with us in Christ.  If Jesus is our shepherd, we had 
better do as much as we can to keep the pastures healthy, 
because without pastures there won’t be any shepherding! 
You know, Peter, for far too long have we ignored the con-
nection between the pasture and the shepherd, between 
nature and salvation.  But finally, we seem to be getting it! 
 
Today, when we bow down before the cross and rise to 
look at our Saviour and his corona of thorns, we realize 
that trusting Christ is to care for the ground that bears our 
steps.  It is to care for the body we are, for the directions 
we take on life’s walks, for our communities.  To care for 
those who suffer and to care about the ability to suffer in 
solidarity with them. 
 
Peter, dare we claim that the cross is at the centre of the 
universe, as God’s embrace of the struggles of all there is?  
That God in Christ means healing not just for your and my 
personal sins, not just for the sufferings of humans, not just 
for the wounds of planet earth, but for all there is?  The 
cross as the credibility of God’s love! 
 
God, who did not allow the injustice of the cross to persist, 
is certainly not pleased with suffering for suffering’s sake.  
Rather God wants to be known by the outpouring of the 
Spirit of comfort and strength – to heal and celebrate life in 
abundance.  Thanks, Peter, for a conversation that widens 
my views! 

  

A CORONA OF THORNSA CORONA OF THORNS  
 

Our Editor was particularly moved by this Good Friday Message from Archbishop Dr Antje Jackelén of the Church of Sweden, 
the Lutheran World Federation’s Vice-President for the Nordic countries. 

Photo by Dominik Kempf on Unsplash  
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‘I WILL NEVER FORGET THIS EASTER’‘I WILL NEVER FORGET THIS EASTER’  
 

A reflection from Bishop Peter Skov-Jakobsen of the diocese of Copenhagen, Denmark 

There has been some anxiety in the 
Church during the last few days.  It 
had been suggested that churches 
might be opened again to some extent 
during the Easter period and that had 
raised a lot of questions for most of 
us.  Fortunately, it was decided that 
the churches remain closed for a while 
longer.   While, like many others, I feel 
it is a great loss not to be able to go 
to church during Easter, I am happy 
with the decision to keep the churches 
closed.  Churches should not be places 
where there is danger of infection, and 
should not receive special treatment at 
a time when we all have to keep at a 
distance from each other, and when 
we sorely miss each other. 
 
At the moment we are having to give 
up many things.  We are having to 
learning to live with moderation.  We 
may feel deprived, but we are doing it 
for the benefit of our fellow human 
beings.  If I can contribute to saving 
human lives, preventing the virus from 
spreading, then it makes sense to 
change the way I am living.  
 
There are many others who are feeling 
disadvantaged in Denmark and in the 
rest of the world.  Some are suffering 
persecution because of their faith; 
others are living in poverty, or are in 
prison; many feel alienated, falling into 
depression or other mental illnesses. 
 
So, with all this on our hearts, it is 
important that we focus on what we 

were all there.  I did not feel that I was 
doing something meaningless - even 
though I would rather have shaken 
hands, given hugs, laughed and cried 
together, something I must admit I am 
looking forward to when I will be able 
to see you all again.  
 
I look forward to seeing the drama of 
life continue.  I know where my hope 
and my trust come from.  We are all 
on the way to Emmaus, and there is 
someone who walks with us who 
makes our hearts burn and makes us 
open to life, who also gives me the 
courage to face loss and grief and still 
insist on living.  
 
Christianity has always been character-
ized as a temple being carried forward 
by people.  This temple is not just a 
building; it consists of the people who 
are full of trust, charity, and especially 
forgiveness.  That is what I have been 
experiencing these past weeks.  We 
are church outside the walls.  No-one 
can claim that a church is a normal 
house; it is a place where one can seek 
creative silence, where one can sit and 
regain strength, and where the music 
can help us experience life itself. 
 
I will never forget this Easter season.  I 
simply think that the very loss we are 
experiencing this year emphasises for 
us the power of community and the of 
the gatherings when we celebrate 
Christmas, Easter and Pentecost in 
‘normal times’.  In the future I will 
appreciate contact with other people 
much more, and I will try to be more 
present with them.  
 
These past weeks I have learned a lot 
about illness, suffering, and death – and 
about loss.  I am missing many people 
and I am thankful for every one of 
them.  What happens at Easter teach-
es me that resurrection is not a magic 
wand, miraculously removing all the 
suffering and longing in the world.  We 
still fight, we fail and we are guilty.  But 
because of the resurrection there is a 
possibility that the world can be trans-
formed.  Resurrection is a defiant new 
beginning.  Spring is upon us.  Life is 
blooming.  The kingdom of God is 
coming. 

can do, and not what we might have 
been doing if the world was different.  
We must be church in different ways 
during these weeks.  My concern is for 
those who are forgotten and lonely, 
those who are isolated and have no-
one to talk to.  My thoughts go out to 
people who are feeling desperate and 
to those who dare not ask for help, 
fearing that they might become even 
more isolated.  
 
The other day, out walking, I passed a 
young woman sitting on a bench.  She 
was looking very sad.  She looked as if 
she needed someone to talk to.  I can-
not forget her face, and I am sorry I 
did not have the courage to go and ask 
if she needed to talk.  It would not 
have been any trouble at all to take a 
walk with her in the park. 
 
There are many of us in the church 
who are going to miss the feeling of 
community in the church during this 
Easter season.  The words, the texts, 
the music, the conversations, eating 
together – it will all be beckoning us, 
making us long for it.  A few Sundays 
ago I officiated at a service in Vor Frue 
(the Cathedral of Copenhagen).  
There were only a sacristan, a verger, 
four singers, and an organist, and I was 
preaching in an empty church.  The 
church should have been full of people.  
It was the day we were supposed to 
have celebrated a new translation of 
the Bible.  Strangely, despite the cir-
cumstances, I did not feel alone.  You 
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ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH, RIGA, LATVIAST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH, RIGA, LATVIA  
GETS NEW CHAPLAINGETS NEW CHAPLAIN  

 

Sally Barnes was among a number of our Society’s members who was there to see another member, 
the Very Rev Eliza Zikmane, Inducted as Chaplain of Riga’s Anglican Church 

On Sunday 12th January a large gathering of friends from all over Europe came together to rejoice with the congregation of 
St Saviour’s Anglican church in Riga when Eliza Zikmane was inducted as their new Chaplain.  Eliza, Dean of the Lutheran 
Church in Great Britain (LCiGB), became a member of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, following in the footsteps 
of Bishop (Emerita) of the LCiGB, Jana Jeruma Grinberga.  Eliza previously served as Pastor for both Latvian and English 
International Lutheran congregations at St Anne’s Lutheran Church in London and is, of course, a long standing and active 
member of the Anglican-Lutheran Society, serving on our Committee.   
 
While those of us who knew her so well in London were sad to see her go 
we were pleased to see her appointed to this post where, through the 
Porvoo agreement, close links between Lutherans and Anglicans are demon-
strated and maintained.  For Eliza too it was something of a homecoming to 
the city of her birth.  
 
The service was led by the Venerable Dr Leslie Nathaniel, Archdeacon of 
East Germany and Northern Europe (Diocese in Europe), seen here with 
Eliza at the altar.  His sermon, based on Matthew 3:13-17, contained much 
wisdom for us all and especially support for Eliza.  

 
Dr Nathaniel also arranged for a group of us to sing a 
hymn of welcome to Eliza, “Be Thou my Guardian”, 
something we hadn’t planned to do, but thanks to his 
musical expertise, much encouragement and one 
rehearsal, we did it.  Then Bishop Tor Jorgensen, of the Lutheran Church in Great Britain, welcomed 
Eliza and gave greetings.  He spoke about the importance of grace in our lives (also mentioning the 
church cat, Gracia, aptly named and shown here, who I suspect really runs the place!).  Bishop Jana 
took part in the distribution of communion.   
 
The distinguished Latvian choir, “Voices”, performed songs in different languages.  St Saviour’s is also 
blessed by a very fine organist, Jana Zariņa, who enhanced the service by her choice of music, which 
included “Moonlight Sounds” by the Latvian composer Raimonds Tiguls, the beauty of which sent 

shivers down my spine!  At the end many distinguished guests gave a public welcome to Eliza presenting her with flowers 
and gifts.  
 
As well as being a moving occasion the service was one 
of joy and warmth, followed by a reception that gave us 
a chance to get together, to greet old friends and make 
new ones.  Here you can see our Lutheran Co-
Moderator, the  Rev Professor Dr Jaakko Rusama, Eliza 
in the middle, and me, Sally Barnes.  We all serve as 
Trustees of the Society, and Jaakko and I gave speeches 
of appreciation for all Eliza has done and wished her 
well in her new role. 
 
A number of us stayed the weekend in Riga, exploring 
the city, enjoying the exhibitions and, for some, attend-
ing the opera.  What a picturesque, historical city it is, 
especially with its variety of restaurants and cafés.  We 
seemed - well some of us at least - to spend quite a 
time in tasting the culinary delights and, of course, exchanging news and views.  The whole weekend was superb, and it was 
wonderful being with such a stimulating gathering - European unity and links at its very best.  
 
We all wish Eliza a fulfilling and blessed time at St Saviour’s.  We send our good wishes to her, her congregation and to her 
Anglican and Lutheran colleagues in Latvia, both female and male, in the hope that they will be able to work together with-
out any barriers preventing the fullest expression of their ministries. 
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DARING TO DO WHAT IS RIGHTDARING TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT  
 

Among his many different roles our Anglican Moderator is Chairman of The Council for Christians and Jews, and he wrote this short 
reflection following his participation in a Zoom memorial service marking the 75th anniversary of the execution of Dietrich Bonhoeffer  

Jews have been celebrating Passover this year, and 
Christians Easter, in the most testing of circum-
stances.  It would have been easy in all this to miss 
one anniversary that fell during these festivals.  On 
Thursday 9th April, I gladly received an invitation to 
participate that evening in an international Zoom 
memorial seminar to mark the 75th anniversary of 
the execution in Flossenburg concentration camp 
of the German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, on 
9th April 1945. 
 
Bonhoeffer is widely revered for his courageous 
witness against the evils of National Socialism, and 
cited as a modern Christian martyr.  His attitude to 
Jewish people is more ambiguous.  He was certainly 
shaped by the anti-Judaic theology of his church 
tradition, and when in the 1930s he was involved 
in building the Confessing Church movement, his 
primary concern was for the integrity of the church’s life, 
and to safeguard within that the place of Christians of Jew-
ish heritage.   
 
His 1933 essay On the Jewish Question, while clear about the 
need to defend Jewish people, was still set in a mind-set of 
Christian superiority and the need for conversion.  On the 
other hand, he was unquestionably revolted by Nazi anti-
semitism and resolutely combatted it; he saw its campaign 
against Jewish people as a sign of its godlessness.   
 
The events of Kristallnacht, 9th November 1938, were piv-
otal in deepening his understanding: in the margin of his 
Bible he wrote the date November 10, 1938 next to the 
words of Psalm 74, verse 8: “They said in their hearts, let us 
plunder their goods! They burn all the houses of God in the 
land . . . O God, how long is the foe to scoff? How long will 
the enemy revile your name?”   
 
From the late 1930s onwards, he saw the need to be in 
solidarity not just with Jewish Christians but with Jewish 
people more widely, as the primary targets in this dreadful 
time of discrimination, vilification and, ultimately, genocide. 

About the need to combat injustice Bonhoeffer was very 
clear, and it was this that led him ultimately to take such a 
forthright political stance.  The church, he wrote, needed to 
fight on three levels: first, to question state injustice; then 
second, to help the victims of injustice, whether church 
members or not; but third, the church might find itself 
called ‘not only to help the victims who have fallen under 
the wheel, but to fall into the spokes of the wheel itself’ in 
order to halt the machinery of injustice.  This is a powerful 
message, which I believe speaks to both our religious com-
munities and all our religious organisations.   
 
It is a timely message too.  In our Zoom meeting, we talked 
about the way in which a crisis like the one we are currently 
experiencing can create global insecurity, and that can lead 
to growing suspicion of one another, increasing divisiveness, 
and the exploitation of ancient hatreds.  Bonhoeffer’s wit-
ness to a higher loyalty, a wider belonging, and a deeper 
sense of solidarity with people different from us may be 
needed more than ever in the months to come. 
 
In a further echo of our times, Bonhoeffer’s last and most 
influential writings were born out of isolation, from his cell 
in prison; there he was, as many are today, particularly 
aware of his mortality.  From that solitude, though, knowing 
himself to be ‘sheltered in God’, he was able to face the 
complexities of his life and his world with a truly remarkable 
directness and an adamantine integrity.  In the collection 
Letters and Papers from Prison, the poem ‘Stations on the 
Road to Freedom’, written in Tegel military prison in July 
1944, includes these lines on ‘Action’: 
 

Daring to do what is right, not what fancy may tell you, 
valiantly grasping occasions, not cravenly doubting – 

freedom comes only through deeds, 
not through thoughts taking wing. 

Faint not nor fear, but go out to the storm and the action, 
trusting in God whose commandment you faithfully follow; 

freedom, exultant, will welcome your spirit with joy. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (second from right) in Tegel Prison 
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The title ‘Walking Together: Honesty, 
Humility and Humour’ omits the 
fourth and most important H, Hope.  
Pope Francis often refers to the ecu-
menical task as a ‘walking together on 
the way.’  The recent agreed ARCIC 
statement (the Anglican Roman-
Catholic International Commission) is 
entitled “Walking Together on the 
Way: Learning to be the Church – 
Local, Regional and Universal”.  Like a 
lot of Agreed Statements, it displays a 
great deal of honesty and humility but 
without much sense of humour!  One 
Anglican reviewer from the Anglo-
Catholic wing of the Anglican Church 
commented that ‘there is precious 
little joy in this ARCIC world’ where 
walking together is a long journey and  
hard work as we stumble ‘through the 
difficult terrain of a rapidly changing 
world, staring at the ground, footsore 
and out of breath.’ 
 
It is important that we are realistic 
and that we don’t imagine that we 
don’t face real problems, but by taking 
a wider, longer and deeper view we 
can, I think, be more positive and 
even joyful.  I recall the words St John 
Paul II, used in his message for the 
new millennium, that we should 
‘remember the past with gratitude, 
live the present with enthusiasm and 
look forward to the future with confi-
dence.’  Gratitude, enthusiasm and 
confidence are good Spirit-filled 
words and they remind us of some-
thing that we can so easily forget: that 
unity is always a gift before it is a task.  
Moreover, it is God’s gift before it is 
our task.  It is above all a gift of God’s 
Spirit who, as the late Fr Jim Brand 
used to say, is a divine anti-crowbar.  
Crowbars prise things apart but the 
Spirit draws people together. 
 
So, we remember the past with grati-
tude.  Many of us are of an age to 
remember the days when ecumenism 
was about conflict and competition 
before we moved through the other 
‘C’s of co-existence, co-operation and 

 

WALKING TOGETHER:WALKING TOGETHER:  
HONESTY, HUMILITY AND HUMOURHONESTY, HUMILITY AND HUMOUR  

 

A reflection by Canon John O’Toole (first published in the Southwark Diocesan Unity Bulletin),  
who moved on from his role as National Ecumenical Officer 

for the Roman Catholic Church of England and Wales at the end of January 2020. 

commitment on the journey towards 
communion.  The playwright John 
Osborne looked back in anger and 
Christians of all denominations need 
to look back in sorrow for how we 
treated each other following the split 
in the Church at the Reformation.  
History is a good teacher of honesty 
and humility – and also of hope.  It is 
good to recall (and retell) the story of 
our own diocese and the lay people, 
religious, deacons, priests and bishops 
who prayed and worked for unity 
among the Christian family, often per-
haps despite opposition, resistance or 
indifference, and who should not be 
forgotten.  We are reaping where 
others have sown and we are called in 
our turn to sow seeds that others will 
reap in the future.  As St Paul says: ’It 
is all the same who does the sowing 
or the watering.  It is God who gives 
the increase.’ (1 Corinthians 3.6) 
   
We live the present with enthusiasm.  
Pope Francis’s rich ecumenical (and 
indeed interreligious) experience 
when he was Archbishop of Buenos 
Aires taught him to value friendships 
not structures, and partnerships not 
rivalries.  It is where relationships 
have built up trust that the fruits of 
honesty, humility and humour grow 
and flourish.  I work very closely with 
my colleagues from the other main 
Christian denominations who serve as 
National Ecumenical Officers and I can 
honestly say that the relationships 
between us are so strong that any one 
of us could represent all of us.  That is 
a great compliment to our predeces-
sors who established and developed 
close and strong relationships over 
the years.  I was asking my colleagues 
recently about what part humour 
plays in their own tradition.  Major 
David Evans, from the Salvation Army, 
replied that we couldn’t do this minis-
try if we didn’t laugh, both about our-
selves and with others.  Humour is 
able to put things in context, to be 
able to laugh at ourselves and not to 
take ourselves too seriously.   
 

Jesus himself used a lot of irony in his 
teaching – although I think it is a 
shame that, though the Gospels tells 
us that Jesus wept they don’t say so 
explicitly that Jesus laughed.  He 
would have grown up learning the 
wisdom and humour of his Jewish 
tradition where humour plays a key 
part in teaching and learning.  During 
the ecumenical commemoration of 
the Lutheran Reformation in 2017, I 
was struck by a phrase used by Bishop 
Martin Lind, then the Lutheran bishop 
in the UK, in a memorable service at 
St George’s Cathedral, Southwark, 
where I was once fortunate to be the 
Dean.  He said we Christians should 
cultivate a ‘holy jealousy’ for what we 
admire in another Christian tradition 
that we do not see so clearly in our 
own.  Today this recognition of the 
gifts of other traditions is increasingly 
referred to as ‘receptive ecumenism’ 
– where the emphasis has shifted from 
the instinctive question ‘What do I 
have the others lack, that they need 
from me if I am to have unity with 
them?’ to the better question ‘What 
do I lack that others have and that, 
with honesty and in faithfulness to my 
own tradition, I can learn and receive 
if I am to have unity with them?’ 
 
We look forward to the future with 
confidence.  It is always wise when we 
are on a journey to keep our eyes on 
the destination.   
 
So, what is the ecumenical destination 
we are journeying to?  Pope Francis 
spoke a while ago about three false 
models of communion which we must 
resist.   
 
The first, he says, is to imagine that 
unity is something that we can achieve 
by our own efforts.  Rather, he says, it 
is a gift that comes from on high and is 
always the work of the Spirit.  We are 
not able to achieve unity by ourselves, 
nor can we decide its forms and tim-
ing.   

Continued on next page 
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MEET THE NEW DIRECTOMEET THE NEW DIRECTOR FOR THER FOR THE  
ANGLICAN CENTRE IN RANGLICAN CENTRE IN ROMEOME  

 

Our Conference, planned for October this year, will hold its sessions at the Anglican Centre 

Continued from previous page 
 
Secondly, unity is not uniformity.  Our 
different traditions, he said, are a 
wealth for and not a threat to the unity 
of the Church.  Seeking to suppress 
this diversity is to counter the Holy 
Spirit who acts by enriching the com-
munity of believers with a variety of 
gifts.   
 
Thirdly, unity is not absorption – or 
being swallowed up and lost in one big 
blob, as somebody said to me recently.  
Rather, no one would have to deny 
their own history of faith, and the gifts 
of each traditions will be riches to be 
shared with all.  In 1995 St John Paul II 
famously said in his encyclical Ut Unum 
Sint (That they may be One) on the 
Catholic Church’s commitment to 
Christian Unity that dialogue towards 
unity is ‘not simply an exchange of ide-
as...[but] always an “exchange of 
gifts”’ (para. 28).  Our task is to walk 
the journey with trust and hope (the 
fourth and most important H).  What 
gives you hope on the ecumenical jour-
ney?  
 
Which brings me finally to my lamp.  
This year we celebrated the canonisa-
tion of Blessed John Henry Newman, a 
leading Anglican in the 19th century 
who did much to promote the Catholic 
tradition within the Church of England.  
In one of his famous hymns, Lead kindly 
light, he speaks of faith not as a leap in 
the dark but as a step into the light.   
 
But, for Newman, faith is a lumen not a 
lux, a lamp rather than a blinding light.  
Because it is a lamp, none of us is able 
to see the distant scene, but God gives 
us just enough light to take the next 
step on the journey of faith – and if we 
take that step then there is light for the 
next step.  I like this spirituality of ‘one 
step enough for me’, and I find it a very 
good image for our ecumenical journey 
and for our journey of faith as a whole. 
 
Keep thou my feet,  
I do not ask to see the distant scene,  
one step enough for me. 

We are all hoping and praying that 
our Conference in Rome will be able 
to go ahead.  As this edition of The 
Window is being put together, the 
Coronavirus epidemic is showing 
signs of having reached its peak in 
Italy, but there is no telling when we 
shall be able to mingle again and 
when the transport links will begin 
again.  But if it happens we shall be 
based in the Anglican Centre at the 
invitation of its new Director. 
 
Archbishop Ian Ernest, former Bishop of Mauritius and Primate of the Anglican 
Church of the Indian Ocean, has been installed as the Director of the Anglican 
Centre in Rome and as the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Personal Representative 
to the Holy See.  A bi-lingual service took place last November at the Church of  
St Ignatius of Loyola, Rome, when Archbishop Ian was formally commissioned by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby.  Also present at the service were 
Anglican and other Christian leaders from the UK, the United States, Italy and 
Mauritius, as well as local diplomats and supporters of the Anglican Centre in 
Rome.  The service ended with a blessing given by Archbishops Ian Ernest, Justin 
Welby and Paul Gallagher (the Holy See’s Secretary of Relations with States). 

  

NEW GENERAL SECRETARNEW GENERAL SECRETARY OF Y OF 
WCC STILL AWAITEDWCC STILL AWAITED  

On 1st April 2020 the present General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches (WCC), the Rev Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, stood down after having served 
two five-year terms.  He is to be Presiding Bishop of the Church of Norway. How-
ever, no-one has yet been elected to service in his place.   
 
Two candidates have been proposed : 
Dr Elizabeth Joy  and the Rev Prof Dr 
Jerry Pillay.  Dr Joy is a member of 
the Malankara Orthodox Syrian 
Church in the UK and is currently a 
Director of Churches Together in 
England.  Prof Pillay is currently the 
Dean of the faculty of Theology and 
Religion at South Africa’s University 
of Pretoria.   
 
The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches was due to meet in 
March to elect the new General Secretary, but has said ‘in light of concerns about 
and implications of the current international spread of COVID 19, the coronavirus, 
the leadership of the World Council of Churches (WCC) Central Committee has 
decided to postpone the upcoming full WCC central committee meeting’ until 
later this year.  Until then, Fr Prof Ioan Sauca has been appointed Acting WCC 
General Secretary from 1st April.  Prof Sauca, who currently serves as Deputy 
General Secretary for the WCC programme on Ecumenical Formation and Bossey 
Ecumenical Institute, will hold the General Secretary post until the Executive 
Committee meets, hopefully in June. 
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POPE FRANCIS AND ECUPOPE FRANCIS AND ECUMENISM.MENISM.  
 

David Carter, our Methodist Observer, describes the Pope’s openness to other Christian traditions. 

Pope Francis is making a remarkable contribution to the 
Ecumenical Movement, a contribution deeply influenced by 
the relationships he has fostered with Pentecostalists and 
evangelicals in Argentina before his election as Bishop of 
Rome.  Previously, most Pentecostalists and many of the 
evangelicals had continued to regard the Catholic Church 
with suspicion, even hostility.  Francis set out to make links.  
He would attend Pentecostal rallies, he would invite pastors 
to pray with him and for him.  When he was elected Pope, 
his election was hailed by a bishop in the very evangelical 
Anglican Province of the Southern Cone with the message, 
‘This man is Christ-centred and spirit-filled’.   
 
Francis formed a vital link with an Italian pastor, Giovanni 
Traettino, which has continued since in Italy.  In 2014, 
Traettino invited Francis to a rally at the Pentecostal 
Church of the reconciliation in Caserta.  There he told 
Francis, ‘some of us believe that the Holy Spirit was behind 

your election as Bishop 
of Rome’.  The Pope 
replied warmly to his 
‘brother, Giovanni’, and 
stressed their common 
faith in the gifts of the 
Spirit, referring to ‘the 
abundantly free work-
ing of the Spirit from 
which we can learn so 
much from each other’. 
 
Francis is giving real 
impetus to what may 
well become the most 
significant relationship 

in the ecumenical world, for the billion Roman Catholics 
and the estimated 600 million Pentecostalists constitute, 
globally, the two largest Christian communities, certainly 
dwarfing the traditional Reformation communions in size.  
The two traditions are so different, one being the most 
structured in the Christian world while the other is a vast 
conglomeration of loose congregations and denominations. 
Yet they are so alike in missionary zeal and global spread. 
 
John Wesley once told his preachers, ‘go not to those 
who need you, but to those who need you most.’  
Francis does not shrink from tackling the most difficult 
relationships, some of which are with Churches which 
Catholics have traditionally felt closest to, particularly 
amongst the Chalcedonian Orthodox.  The relation-
ship with the Russian Orthodox has not been easy, but 
Francis went ahead with a meeting on the ‘neutral’ 
ground of Cuba with patriarch Kirrill in 2016.  He also 
went to a meeting in Bulgaria where the Orthodox 
were unwilling to engage in any common worship, 
much to Francis’ sadness.  On the other hand, other 
Orthodox are more welcoming and his relationships 
with the Ecumenical Patriarch, Bartholomew, are 

warm.  He was entranced by the beauty of the heritage of 
the Church of Georgia and has enormous respect for the 
Oriental Orthodox in the Middle East and their faithfulness 
during the testing era of recent persecution. 
 
For Francis, three things unite all Christians; their common 
baptism, the fact that it has been lived out by Christians of 
all traditions in martyrdom, and the common gift of the 
Spirit.  He points to the irony of the unintended witness to 
our overarching unity in the fact that the persecutors are 
not interested in whether we are Catholics or Orthodox 
or Lutherans or Anglicans or whatever, simply in the fact 
that we are Christians.  
 
Early on in his pontificate he mentioned that in his earlier 
ministry, on a visit to Germany, he had encountered a 
Catholic priest in Hamburg who was anxious to promote 
the cause of a local priest and a Protestant minister who 
had been martyred by the Nazis at the same time in the 
same place.  The priest had told Francis he wanted to see 
the Protestant martyr recognised alongside his Catholic 
brother.  One wonders whether, as an ecumenical gesture, 
Francis might move on from the action of Paul VI who had 
mentioned the Anglicans who had died in Uganda alongside 
the Catholic martyrs that he was canonising in 1970.  Sure-
ly, martyrdom is the ultimate in living out one’s baptism to 
the end.  Could not his Church recognise as examples of 
heroic sanctity the many Orthodox and Protestant martyrs? 
 
Francis is convinced that the Holy Spirit creates both unity 
and diversity and that ‘through the exchange of gifts, the 
Spirit can lead us ever more fully into truth and goodness’.  
At a 2018 meeting of charismatics, both Catholic and Pente-
costal, he stressed that the gifts and charisms of both com-
munities were from the ‘same Spirit in a symphony of praise 
to the Lord Jesus, renewing their commitment to fulfil the 
missionary mandate to the extreme ends of the world’. 
 
Francis’ stress on the importance of each Christian renew-
ing his or her personal relationship with the Lord resonates 
strongly with all evangelical Christians, particularly when 
linked to the imperative of everyone becoming ‘missionary 
disciples’.  Mission, particularly to the poor, is of course, a 

key Francis priority and he 
often commends other 
Churches on their activity 
in that sphere.    
 
Francis advocates a positive 
and affirming approach in all 
ecumenical relationships.  
He insists that we should 
never belittle or despise 
the traditions of other 
Churches ‘lest we our-
selves lose the grace that 
we have gained.’ 

The Pope and ‘Brother Giovanni’ 

The Pope with Patriarch Kirrill in Cuba, 2016 
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‘The Reformation has helped to place the Holy Scriptures at 
the centre of the Church. The spiritual experience of Martin 
Luther challenges us to remember that, apart from God we 
can do nothing...The Doctrine of Justification thus expresses 
the essence of human existence before God.’ 
 
An article in the Italian Journal Sedos argues that it is Francis 
who has, above all, made the key difference to the wider 
reception of the Lutheran-Catholic dialogue.  In particular, 
Francis gave the 2013 report From Conflict to Communion a 
tremendous boost in a series of meetings held in the build 
up to the Lund statement, pledging both communions to 
work to end division at the Lord’s Table and to work for 
justice and peace in the world.  And when the most recent 
report of ARCIC, Walking Together on the Way, was pub-
lished, the Tablet commented, ‘it has the marks of Francis 
all over it’.  The rest of the oikoumene is receiving Francis 
more fully than any of his predecessors and not just the 
oikoumene but many beyond it who respond, as the quota-
tion below indicates, to his concern for our troubled world.  
 
Francis sets ecumenism in the widest context of the world’s 
need and the Father’s plan to reconcile all things in Christ.  
‘Our world, torn about by all too many divisions that affect 
the most vulnerable, begs for unity’. 

Much that Francis is seeking to promote in the life of the 
Roman Catholic Church helps to bring the Churches closer 
together.  His stress on synodality appeals to Orthodox and 
Protestants alike.  He stresses the need for a listening and 
learning Church in which everyone having something to say 
and to contribute, not just his fellow bishops, but priests, 
religious and lay folk.   
 
Professor Massimo Faggioli stresses that ‘synodality for 
Francis is not just a form of church government but a way of 
being Church’.  Francis himself makes it clear that synodality 
is more than a matter of his relationship with the rest of his 
bishops.  He wants it at every level with priests listening to 
the grass roots in the parish.  He profoundly believes in the 
sensus fidelium as a source of authority and discernment 
alongside the teaching of the magisterium and the creative 
insights of theologians. 
 
Faggioli states that though Francis still conforms to the tra-
ditional teaching of the magisterium about the difference 
between those Churches Rome can recognise as true local 
Churches and those that it calls ecclesial communities 
(basically between the Orthodox on the one hand and the 
Anglicans and Protestants on the other), what really excites 
him is the existence of so many vibrant communities of all 
the other Christian traditions living the missionary disciple 
witness and practice. 
 
Francis has great faith in both spiritual and receptive ecu-
menism.  Asked once by a Catholic if he could pray with 
Christians of other Churches he replied, ‘not only may you, 
but you must’.  He stresses how much we can learn from 
one another.  It is in journeying together that we are drawn 
into deeper fellowship and fuller appreciation of the gifts 
given to each.  It is through this Spirit led process that unity 
will come, a unity that is not uniformity but is constantly 
enriched as Christians discover more of the gifts that have 
been given to each individual, to each local church and to 
each tradition. 
 
His range of ecumenical contacts is vast and constantly 
growing.  He has recently received a delegation from the 
African Independent Churches, Churches which, in the past, 
have often been treated with suspicion by Protestants as 
well as Catholics on account of the alleged syncretism in 
some of them.  He has also visited the Synod of the pre-
Reformation Italian Protestant Waldensian Church in order 
to apologise for past persecution by Catholics and to seek 
reconci l iat ion .  
This has been 
another hard 
relationship for 
him to tackle but 
he is persisting in 
it. 
 
Francis has been 
very affirmative 
of the Lutheran 
tradition.  At the 
meeting in Lund 
in 2016 he said 
very clearly that, The Pope meets the Waldensians in Turin 

  

THE REV PHILIP CARLITHE REV PHILIP CARLIN N   
  

Philip was a member of our Society and the first, so far as we 
know, to die from the Coronavirus infection.  He was 71. 

The Rev Alec Mitchell, until very recently a priest in the Church 
of England Diocese of Manchester, wrote this just after he had 
heard about Philip's death in Huddersfield Royal Infirmary 

‘Philip became a priest in Ashton-under-Lyne when I was 
there, and I got to know him when I was a governor of 
Holy Trinity School where his wife Jane was Assistant 
Head.  Philip had a passion for peace with justice, and was 
an 'internationalist' with a profound concern for develop-
ment issues.  He assisted refugees and asylum seekers, 
including taking families and individuals into his own home.   
 
‘He was a teacher at Trinity High School in Hulme, and 
stood in as Head during a difficult and controversial period 
in the life of the school, and the staff at that time spoke 
warmly of Philip's utter professionalism, and his pastoral 
care of the staff, the students and their families.  He was a 
natural educator and gave support and tuition to disadvan-
taged children in Ashton as a 'Science Champion'.  Philip 
also worked to bring people of different religions together, 
for shared conversation and better understanding. 
 
‘His funeral was subject to the current emergency condi-
tions; I hope we will be able to have a memorial service for 
him in due course.  Philip was a granddad of six and father 
of three.  He had been married to wife Jane for 43 years.  
His family hope that his death while an active man with no 
underlying medical issues will bring home to people how 
important it is that they take care to follow the govern-
ment’s advice on social distancing and stay at home. 
 
‘May Philip rest in peace and rise in glory!’ 
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MODELLING GOD’S LOVE, INCLUSION AND MERCMODELLING GOD’S LOVE, INCLUSION AND MERCYY  
 

A year ago, the Rev Leonardo Schindler took up the position as Pastor President of the Evangelical Church of the River Plate (IERP), 
serving communities scattered across Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay. 

The roots of these communities go back to the mid-19th century, with the arrival of German and Swiss immigrants in the region. 
In this interview, he talks about the challenges facing his Church today 

and the important contribution it can make to the construction of a more democratic society in Latin America. (LWI) 

Tell us about your 
childhood in Argentina 
and your vocation to the 
ordained ministry. 
I come from a traditional 
church family and I took part 
in children’s catechesis and 
confirmation classes.  After 
that, though, I left the 
church, promising myself 
that I would never return.  
Not long afterwards, a pas-
tor asked me to join a youth 
group that was doing social 
work in a neighbourhood of 
Buenos Aires.  I did so, not 
with much enthusiasm, but I went back to the church.  In 
that neighbourhood I had an experience of coming to know 
Christ in the presence of the boys I was serving.  It was 
there that I made the decision to become a pastor so that 
many more people would also be able to know Christ 
through his teachings, his commitment to the lives of human 
beings and to creation. 
 
What can you tell us about your Church which is 
present in three countries? 
The Evangelical Church of the River Plate relates to the 
diversity of the different societies in Paraguay, Uruguay and 
Argentina, even though they are in the same region of the 
Southern Cone.  It began simply by accompanying German 
and Swiss migrants arriving in the region, but nowadays has 
taken on the challenge of being a truly missionary Church, a 
Church that proclaims the word of God.  We are seeking 
to offer more and more in terms of greater social commit-
ment through our distinctly Protestant character.   
 
I believe that we, as Protestants, have much to contribute 
to the construction of a more democratic society, because 
we believe in the universal priesthood of all believers and 
our exercise of power is completely horizontal.  Our 
churches are not rooted in a culture of dominance and con-
trol, but in the belief that the more people can understand, 
the freer they will be.  I believe our Protestant Churches 
have an important contribution to make to the construction 
of Latin American society because we bring a message of 
grace.   
 
We live in a society where many people are searching for 
something to free them from the enormous pressure they 
feel to  have to justify to themselves and to others their 
value as a person, and they believe the more things they 
achieve, the more value they will have.  They are immersed 
in a race that is destroying them and the whole of society.  
The message of grace is a liberating message, because it 

says, "The value of the per-
son is not founded, nor 
justified by merit, but in the 
value of the human person.  
I believe that we have to 
bring this truth to a society 
that is also more and more 
fanatical and fragmented, 
religiously and politically, 
which generates divisions.  I 
think that, as Protestants, 
we have a lot to contribute 
there. 
 
In these three countries, 
what would you see as 

the greatest challenges facing the Churches? 
The main challenge is to be a church that is everyone's 
home.  A church that, as Pastor Silvia Genz, President of 
the Evangelical Church of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil 
(IECLB), has said is a place ‘where people do not throw 
stones at each other, but where we can build a house that 
is for everyone.’  Churches should be open, receptive, in-
clusive, loving, precisely as a response to the love, inclusion 
and mercy that God has for all of us. 
 
What is it in your Church that inspires you most?  
We have a strong commitment to justice, to supporting 
communities in need, where people can come together to 
celebrate life as well.  We are facing up to the need to help 
to generate more humane living conditions.   
 
I am also inspired by our message and our commitment to 
public advocacy.  We have to work with the state, with 
governments, to create more just societies.  That is what 
motivates me, even though there are church members who 
are enthusiastic about this idea and others who are not, but 
I believe we can invite them all to join us. 
 
I am highly motivated by feeling part of a body that is bigger 
than just our own Church, to feel that others are united 
with you in prayer, and also in their practical commitment 
to share resources as part of a larger body.  It’s inspiring 
but also very challenging. 
 
What do you hope to achieve over the next years? 
I would like to have become a good church president, a 
good pastor for the pastors in my church.  I would like to 
see a Church that feels part of the fabric of society in which 
it finds itself, a Church committed to the kingdom of God 
and his justice here in this world.  I’d like us to be able to 
grow in unity among the Churches.  And at a personal level, 
of course, I'd like to continue to find time for my family and 
watch my grandchildren grow up. 

The Rev Leonardo Schindler Photo: LWF/A Danielsson 
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I am lucky to have a job I adore.  Work as an anaesthetist 
and critical-care doctor has its ups and downs, but I would 
not wish to do anything else.  In normal circumstances, I get 
to help mothers have babies, care for the frail and elderly as 
they have broken hips replaced, relieve pain, and meet with 
people on some of the hardest and best days of their lives.  
It is a privilege. 
 
Covid-19 has not changed this.  I still love my job.  At this 
time, I do not want to be anywhere other than caring for 
patients in hospital.  As a generalisation, doctors and nurses 
are doers.  We like to be active and on the go.  We want to 
help.  We like to be in the thick of it.  Ask us to stay at 
home and watch, that’s hard.  Colleagues who are in two-
week quarantines because of children with temperatures 
and coughs are testimony to this.  They are itching to come 
back. 
 
So I find it strange that we are held up as heroes.  Don’t get 
me wrong: I understand the intention.  It is overwhelmingly 
generous.  But hear me when I say that it is not us who are 
the heroes.  You are. 
 
For all of us working in hospitals, doctors in particular, we 
have a stable salary and a job that will exist at the end of all 
of this.  In fact, I’m earning more as I’m working longer and 
more antisocial hours.  Business and local communities are 
providing food for us for free.  The sentiment is so kind, but 
I feel guilty.  Many are in much harder economic situations 
than I am.  There are the children who normally get their 
main hot meal at school, and their parents trying to feed 
them on their two-of-any-item rations and a reduced salary.  
There are those who need foodbanks, which are struggling 
to meet their needs.  There are those who have lost jobs or 
had their hours cut. 

We get a pat on the back and a round of applause for just 
getting on with the job.  We get regular texts asking how 
friends can pray.  If we are not careful, we become like 
those practising our righteousness in front of others 
(Matthew 6): we will have received our reward in full.  But 

those who quietly and sacrificially stay at home, their giving 
is seen by the Father. 
 
Christianity doesn’t really subscribe to the idea of heroes 
in the same way as the Greek and Roman mythology that it 
was born amongst.  There are no Herculean trials of 
strength.  Instead, Jesus washes feet, mixes with undesira-
bles, and demonstrates God’s heroism in dying for others.  
This is Biblical heroism, sacrificing yourself to help others.  
Paul in Romans 15.1-2 says: ‘We who are strong ought to 
bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please our-
selves.  Each of us should please our neighbour for their 
good, to build them up.’ 
 
In other words: staying home, supporting your family and 
neighbours, protecting others from Covid-19 – especially 
the frail, elderly, and those with underlying health condi-
tions – is modelling Christ’s heroism more clearly than any 
health-care professional who goes to work. 
 
The heroes are the parents with children at home 24/7;  
single parents; those in houses and flats that are too small 
for their families; those staying at home who don’t know if 
their job will still exist at the end of this or how long their 
employer will keep paying them.  Heroes are business 
owners desperately trying to keep staff on the books; 
those who live alone who have lost their Thursday lunch 
club, who don’t have Zoom or Facebook to keep in touch, 
who are scared because they are frail and old; families who 
tell us to stay safe as we go out to work.  Heroes are the 
patients and families separated by rules that mean they 
cannot be together when ill or dying.  Yes, heroes are 
those who unceremoniously get on with the unglamorous 
day to day staying at home with no applause or accolade. 
 
So, thank you.  Thank you for staying at home.  Thank you 
for weathering this storm.  Thank you for understanding 
when I say that you can’t come and visit family in hospital.  
Thank you for your kindness. 

  

A DOCTOR RETURNS THE APPLAUSEA DOCTOR RETURNS THE APPLAUSE  
 

All round the world people staying indoors have been applauding the health and care workers on the front line caring for sick and 
vulnerable people during the Coronavirus pandemic.  In England Thursdays have been ‘Clap-for-our-Carers’ evenings. 

Now carers have started applauding people who stay at home.  In an article that first appeared in the Church Times on 10th April Dr 
Alice Gerth, an anaesthetist and critical care doctor working in the East of England, says ‘We are not in the front line; you are!’ 
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USA MEMBER WINS ECUMENICAL AWARDUSA MEMBER WINS ECUMENICAL AWARD  
 

Our National Coordinator in America, Tom VanPoole, sent this news of one of our members 

Last November one of 
our members, the Rev 
Dr Christopher Agnew, 
was honoured with a 
L i fet ime Ecumen ist 
award by the Virginia 
Council of Churches 
(VCC).  He is a previous 
recipient of VCC’s Faith 
in Action award.   
 
He has recently retired 
as Ecumenical Officer for 
the Episcopal Diocese of 

Virginia and had previously worked in ecumenical affairs for 
the national church. 
 
Dr Agnew taught history at both secondary and collegiate 
level, most recently with the Rappahannock Institute for 
Lifelong Learning.  He is a former President of the National 
Episcopal Historians and Archivists and served on the board 
of the Historical Society of the Episcopal Church.  But the 
award recognises his long and varied career in ecumenism.  

The list of tasks he has undertaken is formidable: Associate 
Ecumenical Officer for the Presiding Bishop; inter-faith com-
missions with both Jews and Muslims; serving on the Angli-
can-Roman Catholic Consultation in the USA and on the 
Lutheran-Episcopal Joint Coordinating Committee.  But he 
says that one of the high points of his career was serving as 
staff on the Episcopal Church-Russian Orthodox Church 
Joint Coordinating Committee during the collapse of com-
munism in Russia and Eastern Europe.  He has been in-
volved in planning the National Workshops on Christian 
Unity, served on the North American Academy of Ecumen-
ists (NAAE) and in 2016, along with a theologian from the 
United Church of Canada and one from the Roman Catho-
lic Church, wrote the formal response of the NAAE to the 
World Council of Churches’ convergence text ‘The Church: 
Towards a Common Vision’ as well as helping to draft the 
Episcopal Church’s response. 
 
It is for his work as Ecumenical Officer of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Virginia that he was given the award, a post 
which he has now relinquished.  He continues to serve St 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, Nomini Grove, Virginia and also St 
James’ Episcopal Church, Montross. 

 

SWEDISH BISHOPS SPEAK OUT ON CLIMATESWEDISH BISHOPS SPEAK OUT ON CLIMATE  
 

On 17th March bishops from the Church of Sweden issued a new missive on the climate emergency 
that combines scientific knowledge with pastoral care, theology and specific appeals. 

‘Today, the spiritual and existential 
nature of the climate crisis is crystal 
clear,’ said the Church of Sweden 
Archbishop Dr Antje Jackelén. 
 
The bishops’ missive begins with a 

summary of current knowledge. This is 
followed by an existential and theologi-
cal reflection on threats, anxiety, hope 
and our role as people.  It concludes 
by describing ways forward and making 
appeals to decision-makers in Sweden 

and internationally, to businesses and 
organisations, to individuals – and to 
the Church of Sweden and Churches 
throughout the world.  The bishops 
point out that, based on a Christian 
view of life, there are ways forward 
even through crisis – but that time is 
scarce.  The missive stresses engage-
ment and a holistic view. 
 
‘The bishops tackle the worry, the 
guilt and the questions that climate 
issues raise.  Have we run off and left 
the bill to our children?  How can we 
achieve climate justice?  What can we 
dare to hope for?  The conditions are 
in place for unleashing the positive 
energy required for action – among 
individuals and collectively.  Love for 
our beloved creation can overcome 
both paralysis and denial,’ Archbishop 
Jackelén said. ‘Through contacts with 
sister churches throughout the world 
and cooperation across religious 
boundaries, we know that strength 
from the depths of our Christian faith 
is required for this work.’ 

Church of Sweden Archbishop Dr Antje Jackelén. Photo: Albin Hillert/WCC  
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The series of Theological Conferences between the Church 
of England and the Evangelical Church in Germany is a key 
component of the Meissen Declaration, which was adopted 
30 years ago and to which the Churches have committed 
themselves in order ‘to resolve the outstanding differences 
between the participating Churches’.  To highlight just how 
important this commitment is in a time of political uncer-
tainty, the 2019 conference was dedicated to Revisiting the 
Meissen Declaration after 30 Years.  Discussion focused on 
the interchangeability of ministries, with reference to the 
understanding of this by the Church and episcopate. 

 
The papers focused on 
significant ecclesial and 
historical theological 
developments.  They 
attended to questions 
about the Church and 
the Episcopate with 
regard to ecclesial iden-
tity seen in the light of 
contemporary European 
ecumenical develop-
ments and sociological 
changes over the last 
three decades.  The 
papers have been pub-
lished ISBN 978-3-374-
06302-4 in paperback at 
€26.00 

 

MEISSEN COMMISSION MEETINGMEISSEN COMMISSION MEETING  
 

The Venerable Robert Jones, Archdeacon of Worcester, writes: 

In October 2019 three members of the English committee of the Meissen Commission met with representatives of some of 
the Meissen partnership parishes across the Church of England.  We were conscious of the backdrop of Brexit and wanting 
to use this meeting to refresh and reinvigorate our links in their local context, just as the Church of England and the Evan-
gelische Kirche in Deutschland continue to develop their existing good relationship nationally. 
 
We shared good practice from the wealth of experience present in the room, such as 
• Exchange of curates 
• Placements for young people 
• Presence at each other’s big events (e.g., ordinations) 
• Themes for a visit – social justice, environment, rural ministry, Fresh Expressions, inter-faith. 
 
And we looked at challenges: 
• People in posts for extended periods and succession planning 
• Embedding a link in the life of a parish or diocese 
• Funding and resources 
• Lack of German language speakers 
• Getting Safeguarding right. 
 
It is clear that there are meaningful Meissen relationships (even if they don’t call themselves that) at all levels in the Church 
of England, which are thriving and contributing towards the valued relationship we have with our German brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 

  

REUILLY CONTACT REUILLY CONTACT 
GROUPGROUP  

  

MEISSEN THEOLOGICAL MEISSEN THEOLOGICAL 
CONFERENCE 2019CONFERENCE 2019  

The Rt Revd John Stroyan, Bishop of Warwick in the Church of 
England, writes:  The Reuilly Contact Group, between the 
French Protestant Churches (Lutheran and Reformed) and 
the Anglican Churches of the British Isles, met for the 13th 
time from 17th-19th February 2020 in Edinburgh.  In light of 
the United Kingdom’s exit from the European Union, the 
representatives of both Churches reaffirmed their dedica-
tion to strengthening the partnership, and restated their 
commitment to witnessing and serving together wherever 
possible, especially between the Anglican chaplaincies in 
France of the Diocese in Europe and the French Protestant 
churches. 
  
The major social, political, and economic challenges facing 
the world will not be resolved at the national level alone, 
but will need strong alliances.  The Churches should work 
together as ‘bridge-builders’ and public moderators of the 
discussion, resisting alienating language and speaking pro-
phetically the Christian message of hope; advocating a com-
mon vision for shared humanity in the twenty-first century. 
  
To mark the 20th anniversary of the Reuilly Agreement, 
2001, two events are proposed for 2021: a spring meeting 
in France and an autumn event in England.  In spring the 
plan is to have a Contact Group meeting, followed by a day 
of prayer and meditation with a celebratory church service 
the next day.  In the autumn the first Theological Reuilly 
Colloquium will take place, where topics such as the history 
of both Churches, their ecclesiologies and church polities 
will be presented and discussed. 
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AN UPDATE ON SWEDISH LINKS AN UPDATE ON SWEDISH LINKS 
WITHWITH  

THE CHURCH OF ENGLANDTHE CHURCH OF ENGLAND    

Steven Betts told the meeting that the 
link between Norwich in England and 
the Diocese of Lulea (roughly the 
northern third of Sweden straddling 
the Arctic Circle) has been going for 
almost 20 years.  Around half a dozen 
Norfolk benefices have a formal link, 
others have less frequent contact.  
Some Swedish parishes bring their 
confirmation groups to the Norwich 
Diocesan youth centre. Most recently 
Swedish parish music leaders had been 
to visit Norfolk. 
 
Peter Sutton described the partnership 
between Portsmouth in England and 
Stockholm.  Up until recently two 
Swedish junior clergy have visited the 
English diocese and worked alongside 
two curates in their parishes.  The 
process was reversed and the English 
went to Stockholm with the Swedish 
pair to do likewise.  However, he said 
that no exchange is planned at the 
moment and he felt that the scheme 
may be falling by the wayside due to 
changes of diocesan personnel. 
 
The Diocese in Europe is twinned 
with Visby.  Barbara Moss thought 
this a very suitable partnership.  Visby 
has oversight of the Church of Sweden 
Abroad, so both dioceses share a com-
mon interest in churches in foreign 
countries where either Anglicans or 
Lutherans are in the minority.  She 
also reminded the meeting that 
Gothenburg is twinned with the 
Scottish Episcopal diocese of Glasgow 
and Galloway, but she was under the 
impression that the Swedish Diocese 
was more interested in a link they 
have made in West Africa.   
 
In 2006 a partnership was established 

between Gloucester in England and 
Västerås in Sweden.  Steven Peachey 
said it is most active at parish level, 
with around 11 Gloucestershire par-
ishes having Swedish partners, and  
there is a link between the Cathedrals, 
and other parish partnerships are in 
the process of formation. 
 
The partnership between St Albans 
in England and Linköping started in 
2007 and was renewed in 2017.  Pam 
Wise told how in 2018 the chaplain 
from Norrköping hospital spent some 
time at Watford General Hospital and 
then in 2019 the Watford chaplain 
visited the hospital in Norrköping.  She 
has helped some clergy on sabbatical 
to visit Linköping.  In their third year 
all the curates in St Albans Diocese are 
required to go on placement and she is 
encouraging some of them to consider 
a placement in a parish in Linköping.  
Her own parish, All Saints, Oxhey, is 
linked with Skäggertorp in Linköping, 
and there have been fruitful visits in 
both directions.  Indeed, a group from 
Norrköping came over specifically to 
learn about a project in Oxhey which 
works with people who have been 
marginalised or suffer from the effects 
of poverty and deprivation.  On their 
return they set up a project in their 
own town centre offering support to 
disadvantaged young people.   
 
Chelmsford in England is linked with 
Karlstad and Roger Matthews and 
Christine Horton explained that it 
began in 1986, was formalised in 1997 
and has been joyfully renewed every 
five years.  Both Dioceses rejoice in 
the full communion made possible by 
the Porvoo Common Statement.  
Over the last four years a Clergy Lead-

ership Programme in Chelmsford has 
been shared with the Swedish Church, 
and has meant that one week of the 
programme is spent in Chelmsford and 
one in Karlstad, and the teaching is 
shared between the two dioceses.  
This has worked very well and has 
been greatly helped by the good Eng-
lish spoken and understood by the 
Swedish participants!  Christine spoke 
about a focus on Lay Training and lay 
involvement in churches.  There have 
been a number of visits from Karlstad 
looking at the role of Readers (LLMs), 
Churchwardens and roles like pastoral 
assistants, evangelists and authorised 
local preachers, she said. The Swedish 
Church as a whole seems to be look-
ing at opportunities for greater lay 
involvement as the number of people 
paying the church tax declines, and 
funding becomes of greater priority. 
 
One of the partnerships that started 
with a cathedral link is that between 
Oxford in England and Växjö.  Hugh 
White said that in 2013-4 agreement 
was reached to form a fellowship of 
prayer whereby specific deaneries or 
parishes would pray for each other, 
enabling particular congregations or 
individuals to form friendships, to 
which they would then find ways of 
giving concrete expression.  These 
concrete expressions, he said, have 
included a number of parish-to-parish 
or benefice-to-benefice links, with 
groups from congregations in both 
dioceses visiting one another to find 
out about each other’s church life and 
to develop friendship; choirs and youth 
groups have exchanged visits, and pil-
grimages have been shared.  Hugh also 
expressed concern that a change of 
personnel (particularly clergy) in a 

It was the idea of our Executive Committee member Jonathan Collis to bring together 
last September representatives of the Dioceses of the Church of England with links to 
Swedish Churches.  Appropriately the meeting took place in the Swedish Church in 
London on 28th September last year.  Pastor Theresia Derlen welcomed everyone and 
explained that the Swedish Church in London is active in its local Anglican deanery as 
well as engaging with the other Lutheran churches in the capital.  She pointed out that 

on the north wall there is a plaque which has written on it ‘Rosa inter Spinas’.  The rose, she said, is said to represent the 
pure Lutheranism of the Church of Sweden amidst the Calvinistic corruptions of the Church of England!  It remains as a 
token of a more robust time in ecumenical dialogue!  
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MINDSCAPE AND MELODYMINDSCAPE AND MELODY  
 

Ian Stockton is a founder member of our Society and has recently published 
this collection of his poems  

These poems cover a thirty-year period and were first handwritten in small pocket 
books.  The responses to the performance of some of these poems encouraged me to 
prepare them for publication.  The dates of composition are given, and a brief biography 
has been added. 
 
The poetry is marked by the landscapes in which I have lived and worked, notably 
North Staffordshire and Galloway, but also Lancashire, Northeast England and Lincoln.  
Other locations feature too, including Tallinn, Prague and Ipswich.  In these poems I try 
to show how the landscapes of childhood and early adulthood have affected me so 
deeply they seem to inhabit my mind.  These places and their people have become part 
of my mindscape.  Landscape matters and it marks all our lives.  Our minds are shaped 
by people and place and our hopes and dreams are marked beyond all measure by the 

music, language and stories of childhood.  Mindscape and Melody by Ian Stockton, 2020, ISBN 978-1-68471-456-8 published 
by Lulu, paperback, 98pp at £8.99 can be ordered from a local bookshop or online.  Alternatively, you can obtain a signed 
copy from the author at £10 including postage and packing.  Ian can be contacted at Ian.G.Stockton@gmail.com 
 
Ian is a former Canon Chancellor of Blackburn Cathedral in the Church of England.  He now lives in retirement in Lincoln.  
His second book of 2020 is Cathedral Prayers for All, ISBN 1-9160-1528-9, and is a compendium of original, collect-like 
prayers, published by the North Staffordshire Press and costs just £10. 

colleagues to share a cup of coffee or 
tea and a little something to eat) to the 
cathedral staff’s working practices, 
work with refugees, a liturgy in Farsi, 
and a Swedish culture night.  On the 
Swedish side, Skara has developed a 
prayer labyrinth in the light of their 
experience of the Wakefield version. 
 
Will Adam spoke about The Porvoo 
Contact Group and how each year 
representatives of all the member 
Churches of the Porvoo Communion 
get together: on rotation a meeting of 
the Primates of the member Churches;  
consultations for other church leaders; 
theological conferences on particular 
themes.  Archbishop Michael Jackson 
of Dublin and Bishop Matti Repo of 
Tampere, Finland, are the co-chairs.  In 
2019 the Church Leaders’ Consultation 
was in Porto, Portugal, on the topic of 
‘The Voice of the Church in the Public 
Square’.  In 2020 a Theological Confer-
ence is planned in Sweden on the topic 
of Communion and Koinonia.  In 2021 
the Silver Jubilee of the signing of the 
Porvoo agreement will be celebrated, 
most likely in Porvoo in Finland. 
 
Anders Bergquist and Will Adam ex-
plained how the Church of England’s 
Council for Christian Unity has set up 
a Porvoo Panel to monitor, support 
and encourage the Church of England’s 
engagement with the Churches of the 

parish or benefice can adversely 
affect links at this level, and fewer than 
ten such links can be deemed to be in 
good health at this time.  At diocesan 
level it is usual to have an episcopal 
presence for the partner diocese’s 
consecrations, representatives of the 
clergy attend clergy conferences in the 
partner diocese and Oxford sends ten 
of its curates each year on a specially 
designed ‘Getting to know the Swedish 
Church’ course in Växjö.  A major joint 
project for 2020, in celebration of 
Växjö diocese’s 850th anniversary, is a 
pilgrimage from York (from which St 
Sigfrid is supposed to have travelled to 
evangelise Southern Sweden) to Växjö 
via Oxford. 
 
Canon Leah Vasey-Saunders reported 
that the link between Wakefield in 
England and Skara has also involved 
exchanges of clergy, including curates, 
and a twinning between the cathedrals.  
The diocese of Wakefield has been 
incorporated into a new diocese but 
the link has been taken into the new 
diocesan strategy.  There has been a 
Lucia tour in the diocese, in 2017 a 
youth church from Skara came to 
Wakefield and as a direct result a 
youth group was formed at Wakefield 
Cathedral.  Other influences have 
been more subtle.  On the English side 
the introduction of fika (the Swedish 
practice of making time for friends and 

Porvoo Communion, chaired by the 
Suffragan Bishop in Europe, the Rt Rev 
David Hamid.  Members from the 
Church of England and representatives 
of the Lutheran Churches and bodies 
present in England meet twice a year. 
  
The Bishop of Richborough spoke 
about the Societas Sanctae Birgittae 
pointing out that there are close links 
between several Swedish and Finnish 
parishes and the Parish and Shrine of 
Our Lady in Walsingham, Norfolk, 
England and about a hundred Swedish 
and Finnish teenagers join in the 
Youth Pilgrimage each year as part of 
their confirmation preparation and 
they often stay on for another week 
to explore North Norfolk.  Several 
Swedish clergy attend the Priests' Re-
treat in Walsingham and other events 
throughout the year.  He gave this 
personal testimony: ‘During my time 
as Vicar of Walsingham, and now as 
Bishop of Richborough, I have always 
benefitted immeasurably from my links 
with my Swedish brothers and sisters.’ 
 
There was no-one present to report 
on the Truro and Strängnäs and 
Lincoln and Härnösand links. 
 
Jonathan hopes that towards the end 
of this year there might be another 
meeting, this time involving represent-
atives of the Swedish partners. 
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and quiescence, and these are largely seen as a root cause 
of alcoholism and other social problems still plaguing the 
island.  Although the Church of Greenland does plenty to 
give marginalized people hope and help them out of their 
misery, Bishop Sofie would like to do more to encourage 
local initiatives where social issues are discoursed from a 
Biblical perspective. 
 
‘We have a comprehensive diaconal programme in place to 
support and facilitate voluntary work in local congregations 
throughout the island,’ she explains. ‘We try to be there for 
people whenever and wherever they need us.  However, a 
constant shortage of clergy, as well as other personnel and 
volunteers, sometimes makes it difficult for us to fully utilize 
our diaconal allowances.  That is a challenge, particularly in 
rural areas.’ 
 
Operating over vast distances in an arctic climate, where 
there are neither roads nor railways connecting settle-
ments, poses challenges to the three deaneries covering the 
island.  Often, helicopter and dogsled, plus all kinds of 
boats, are the only possible means of transportation into 
remote areas. 
 
Preaching the Gospel is in many places done by catechists, 
who are thoroughly trained and authorized by the Diocese 
of Greenland to carry out day-to-day pastoral duties which 
don’t require ordination.  In places where there aren’t any 
catechists, so called reader-catechists are engaged by the 
deaneries to deliver texts prepared by an ordained pastor 
or a catechist elsewhere.  This makes it possible for the 
Church of Greenland to fulfil its obligation to gather people 
for prayers and worship on a regular basis, even in sparsely 
populated areas. 
 
‘Geographic and demographic circumstances here allow 
ordained pastors to visit remote congregations only two or 
three times a year, typically for confirmation services and 
for weddings,’ Bishop Sofie explains. 
 
Governance under self-rule 
As Bishop, she is spiritual leader of almost all Greenland’s 
56,000 inhabitants.  Around 98 percent of them belong to 
the Church of Greenland.  Since 2009, when a referendum 
gained Greenland considerable independence from Den-
mark, the Diocese of Greenland is organized under the self-
ruling Government of Greenland, which also fully funds it.  
A new law adopted in 2010 established the diocesan office 
in Nuuk as the central governing and administrative body of 
the Church of Greenland.  It is an arrangement that pleases 
Bishop Sofie; she thinks it facilitates smooth decision-
processes and makes it easy to quickly resolve all kinds of 
issues. 
 
Compared to Scandinavia, Greenland has a rather short 
history of being a Christian society.  Next year, it will be 
only 300 years since Hans Egede, a Danish Lutheran mis-
sionary sent by King Fredrik IV of Denmark, came 

Although she loves what she is doing, there are times when 
Bishop Sofie Petersen feels a strong desire to be someplace 
other than inside her cosy diocesan office in Nuuk, Green-
land.  Preferably she’d be outdoors, inhaling crisp, arctic air 
in a stunningly beautiful landscape where mighty polar bears 
roam and huge whales gently plough their way through the 
ice-scattered waters along the coastline. 
 
The established western way of life, with strictly scheduled 
working hours and packed agendas, has always faced strong 
competition from Inuit instincts and cultural traditions.  A 
deep dedication to Mother Nature runs deep in the veins of 
native Greenlanders. 
 
‘Here, we are used to going sailing when the weather invites 
us to do so, not when the clock allows us to leave work.  
That’s why I sometimes ask myself why I am sitting here 
when I could be out enjoying our beautiful nature,’ Bishop 
Sofie says.  In her mind, such yearnings are not only about 
cultural differences, but in the genes as well. ‘Nature has 
taught us to build up energy reserves by eating heftier food 
in winter.’ 

Being there for people 
The imposition of Danish traditions and governance has 
taken its toll on the Inuit culture and values predominant in 
Greenland.  Centuries of colonial rule have bred alienation 

 

GREENLAND’S GRAND GOGREENLAND’S GRAND GOSPEL PREACHERSPEL PREACHER  
 

Claus Grue of the World Council of Churches paints a portrait of someone who loves the outdoors and the crisp Arctic air. 

Bishop Sofie Petersen            Photo: Claus Grue/WCC 

Disko Bay in springtime   Photo: Claus Grue/WCC  
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ashore to colonize the island.  And it wasn’t until 1953 
that churches of denominations other than Lutheran were 
allowed. 

Coping with cultural differences 
The cultural differences between Greenland and Denmark 
have had their impact on Christian faith.  ‘Where I come 
from, being a Christian is universal, Bishop Sofie explains.  
‘In Denmark, where I went to school, studied theology and 
lived for 17 years altogether, being a Christian is the same 
as being Danish.  There is an enormous difference in our 
way of thinking because Christianity is always influenced by 
the context it is in.  Culture is integrated in faith and evan-
gelism depends on the theology we pursue.  In Greenland, 
Christianity has suppressed our culture.’ 
 
To a certain extent, she believes that that is still the case 
today.  An example is the outrage it sometimes causes 
among more conservative Christians when a traditional 
Inuit instrument like the drum is beaten in church.  ‘To 
some the drum, and the flute as well, is representative of 
heathenism,’ she says. 
 
Still, the Christian faith, albeit brought in with colonization, 
has become a vital part of everyday life in Greenland.  
Churches are often full on Sundays and people enjoy getting 
together as a Christian fellowship, praying and singing 
hymns in their native language.  Greenlanders find it easy to 
unwind and get together more often, and their lifestyle is 
more relaxed, compared to western lifestyles. 
 
Bishop Sofie was born in Maniitsoq on Greenland’s west 
coast, but was sent to Denmark as an eleven-year-old to go 
to school.  She feels fortunate to have two motherlands.  
‘Although I was often homesick, living abroad made me 
independent early on.  It also gave me new perspectives 
and enabled me to see things from different angles.  You 
learn a lot about your own heritage that way, and it has 
strengthened me in my own identity,’ she says. 
 
Heeded God’s call early on 
At the age of eleven, she knew she wanted to walk in her 
father’s footsteps and become a pastor when she grew up - 
and that she definitely wanted to live in Greenland!  Since 
she heeded God’s call, she has cherished every moment as 
his servant.  Preaching the Gospel and being part of a 
Christian fellowship through thick and thin has been a 
blessing to her - and it still is. 

‘It’s about being looked upon with God’s love.  It’s about 
daring to share something that touches us deep down in 
our hearts.  It’s about acknowledging that we as human 
beings are vulnerable and that we need someone there, 
God Almighty, that is, to always be by our side.  That is 
why we carry our children to baptism,’ she explains. 
 
In her opinion, the Church must ask and elaborate on key 
questions; for example, what is really most important in 
life?  Since Christian teaching is no longer a compulsory 
part of the education programme in school in Greenland, 
the knowledge of the Bible and the Gospel among kids and 
teenagers has decreased.  That is one of many challenges 
facing the Church nowadays and it worries the bishop. 
 
‘The Christian fellowship is about understanding that you 
are what you are because of others, not because of your-
self.  It is about your neighbour.  Nowadays, children are 
brought up to be the focal point around which everything 
else circles.  Such individualization is bad for them and bad 
for society,’ Bishop Sofie says.  And she should know – she 
has four grandchildren herself! 
 
A lifetime of commitment and passion 
This year, Bishop Sofie celebrates her 25th anniversary as 
Bishop of the Diocese of Greenland.  Her warm, open-
minded, non-pretentious personality and genuine Inuit 
traits have made her immensely popular at home, where 
“Bishop Sofie” has been a household name for decades. 
 
Her long-time commitment to the ecumenical movement 
has also made her a familiar face and well-respected church 
leader on the international scene, where she is a poignant 
voice in the climate change debate and a strong advocate 
for a holistic, faith-based approach to that issue.  Since 
2006, she has served as member of the World Council of 
Churches (WCC) Central Committee, which convenes 
every second year as the highest governing body of the 
WCC in between Assemblies. 
 
‘I feel blessed to have had the opportunity to learn about 
all kinds of different things and to be involved in a broad 
array of pertinent issues,’ she says; ‘everything from global 
warming issues to new translations into Greenlandic of the 
Bible, rituals and hymns, which I am particularly proud of.  I 
have been privileged to visit every corner of my beloved 
home country, witnessing how much faith means to people 
in Greenland.  That has strengthened me in my own faith.’ 
 
After 25 years as bishop, she still misses working as pastor 
in a parish.  Preaching the Gospel and being part of a 
Christian fellowship is what always has mattered the most 
to her.  ‘If a day comes when you think that you can go to 
work and routinely get the worship over and done with, 
then it is time to retire!’ she says.   
 
The sincerity and gentleness, with which she shares her 
knowledge and experience over coffee and Danish pastry 
in her cosy diocesan office, and the joy with which she 
talks about preaching and worshipping, makes it hard to 
believe that she ever could lose her passion and commit-
ment.  She may retire as bishop later this year, but she’ll 
never retire from the Christian fellowship.  

Diocesan office in Greenland capital Nuuk      Photo: Claus Grue/WCC 
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LETTERS TRULY PAULINE IN CHARACTERLETTERS TRULY PAULINE IN CHARACTER  
 

Dr John Arnold, our Anglican President, reviews Last Letters: The Prison Correspondence, September 1944–January 1945 
by Freya von Moltke and Helmuth James von Moltke; Eds Helmuth Caspar von Moltke, Dorothea von Moltke and Johannes 

von Moltke; Tr. Shelley Frisch; Afterword Rachel Seiffert  392 + xxxiii pp NYRB  £14.99: 978-1-58137-381-2 

This is a Taj Mahal of correspondence – a monument to married love.  It is 
also a work of filial piety, compiled, introduced and annotated by the children 
of this remarkable and well-matched couple, the straightforward Freya and 
the more complex James (as he was always called).  Contained within it are 
over 150 almost daily letters, smuggled in and out of Tegel Prison by the 
saintly chaplain Harald Poelchau who, with his wife Dorothee, risked their 
lives to preserve them and sustain the relationship.    
 
The von Moltkes were opposed to Nazism from the start.  They gathered a 
representative group of like-minded people on their estate at Kreisau to dis-
cuss the future of Germany after the war.  As the situation worsened, so 
their faith increased.  He opposed a political coup and the Stauffenberg plot, 
but was accused of defeatism and of failing to warn the authorities.  At his 
trial the notorious People’s Prosecutor, Roland Freisler, conceded that he 
was being sentenced for thoughts not deeds, for envisaging a future based on 
Christianity, both Protestant and Catholic.  He thus died a martyr, and an 
ecumenical and European one at that, though he and Freya always rejected 
that word. 
 
The letters are truly Pauline.  He is in chains, he asks for books, paper and 
clothing, he is helped by kindly guards to stay in touch with the household of 
faith, he exchanges greetings and prayers, but above all he concentrates on 
the love of God and of his wife.  They spend much of the time discussing the 
scriptures and, very Lutheran, the hymnal.  He considers himself, and Freya 
considers him, already dead.  They draw comfort from Kant’s notion that at 
death we pass from time into eternity and, whether we live or die, we are 
present to one another and to God, as well as from the idea that there is no contradiction between entrusting oneself 
wholly to God and trying to save one’s life.  So they prepare his defence and appeal for clemency.   
 
The capriciousness of Nazi justice plays cat-and-mouse with their feelings; and the heights and depths make for harrowing 
reading.  There is insight into the mystery of Calvary, as Helmut thanks Freya for her willingness to sacrifice him, when a 
word from her would have kept him back.  She replies, “I live not to myself but to God.”   That is the clue to their deep 
unity of heart and mind.  One night James dreams that they are Siamese twins.   As I read that, I came some way to under-
standing, as if for the first time, the concept of ‘one flesh’.   
 
Rachel Seiffert writes poignantly as the granddaughter of convinced and convicted Nazis.  I was privileged to work with her 
mother on the reconstruction of East Berlin in an ecumenical fellowship which persists to this day.  In the same spirit of 
overcoming the past, Kreisau (now in Poland and renamed Krzyzowa) has been transformed into the Foundation for Mutual 
Understanding in Europe.  It was the scene of the Mass of Reconciliation between Germany and Poland 30 years ago. 

 

PRAYER RESOURCESPRAYER RESOURCES    

The Porvoo Declaration commits the Churches which have signed it ‘to 
share a common life’ and ‘to pray for and with one another’.  An easy way 
of doing this is to use the daily prayer diary for Porvoo Churches and their 
Dioceses, accessed here: http://porvoocommunion.org/prayer-diary-2020/ 
 
The World Council of Churches produces a Prayer Cycle which 
’enables us to journey in prayer through every region of the world and 
through every week of the year affirming our solidarity with Christians all 
over the world, brothers and sisters living in diverse situations, experienc-
ing diverse problems and sharing diverse gifts.’  To access their resources 
follow this link: https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/prayer-cycle  
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For those of us in Europe Cardinal Jean-
Claude Hollerich SJ, Archbishop of Luxem-

bourg and President of the Com-
mission of Bishops’ Conferences 
of the European Union, and the 
Rev Christian Krieger, the 
President of the Council of European Churches, 
had these words of encouragement: 

 
‘The Covid-19 pandemic and its dire consequences have hit 
Europe and the entire world with full strength.  Putting to 
the test every person, family and community, the present 
crisis has exposed the vulnerability of our politics, econom-
ics and societies.  However, these trying times also enable 
us to re-discover our common humanity as brothers and 
sisters.  We think of the many people who are sowing hope 
every day by exercising charity and solidarity.’ 
 
They went on to suggest, ‘This is the time for all of us to 
demonstrate our joint commitment to the European project 
and to common European values of solidarity and unity, 
instead of capitulating to fear and nationalism.  Concrete 
expressions of this our shared European responsibility 
could, for example, be burden-sharing in the care for the 
sick, a facilitated exchange of medical materials, creative 
measures alleviating social, economic and financial shocks, as 
well as reinforced international cooperation and humanitari-
an assistance.’ 
 
It is good to see some of those things already happening, 
and people everywhere wanting to express their gratitude 
and admiration to all those in every nation who serve their 
fellow human beings in these difficult times: medical doctors, 
nursing staff, providers of basic services, forces of law and 
order – and people involved in pastoral care of all kinds. 
 
Yet we should be particularly grateful to the bulk of our 
populations who are exercising restraint.  There are so 
many people suffering hardship at this time, in particular the 
sick, the elderly, the poor, people in self-isolation and chil-
dren experiencing family instability.  And there are also 
many people who are bereaved, and regret not being able 
to say a proper goodbye to their loved ones. 
 
So how are our members and their communities managing 
to carry on?  Here are some of their stories: 
 
Surrounded by Sea 
First to respond was Perran Gay.  His parish 
is the Isles of Scilly, off the south-west coast of 
England.  He wrote, ‘To a greater or lesser ex-
tent am prevented from exercising ‘physical’ 
ministry.  Although under 70, I have to stay at 
home under the government directives, and can only visit 
the dying in exceptional circumstances – only when there is 
absolutely no suspicion of Covid 19 symptoms in the house-
hold – and when it does seem safe to visit I must observe 

social distancing, so no laying on of hands or anointing, no 
sharing communion (the best I can do is to celebrate at the 
other side of the room and then receive myself), and when I 
get home stripping and taking a shower before I greet the 
members of my household.  Actually a phone held close to 
a dying person’s ear may be the most intimate connection 
we are going to be able to make in these circumstances.   
 
We are ‘middle-tech’ on Scilly, with nearly everyone having 
internet access but few familiar with Zoom etc.  What I am 
doing is to produce a weekly email letter with a number of 
attachments that people might find useful.  As I write we 
are one of the only parts of the United Kingdom that is 
virus-free, with very few people coming in or out on the 
two small planes a day (for essential personnel only).  We 
might just escape the first peak.  If and when it does get 
here it will be pretty devastating as we have additional 
transport difficulties involved getting to an Intensive Care 
Unit on the mainland.  Please remember us in 
your prayers. 
 
Foodbanks Busy 
From Exeter, also in the south-west of Eng-
land, Ashleigh Leighton-Plom reported 
that he and his colleagues have been handing out a flurry of 
foodbank vouchers and offering practical help where possi-
ble.  ‘The main effort,’ he wrote, ‘has been adapting to 
livestreaming everything!  We've livestreamed morning 
prayer on Facebook every day and uploaded copies of the 
video to our “A Church Near You” webpage, and we've 
held Sunday services by Zoom.’  Exeter has also held ecu-
menical 'Exeter Prays' events, one of which featured several 
church leaders from across the city each taking a line from 
the Lord's Prayer, praying it and reflecting on it.  
 
Learning new IT Skills 
The Methodist Observer on our Executive Committee, 
David Carter, reported that the majority of pastoral work 
in the Methodist Circuit is being done by phone.  Some 
meetings are continuing via Zoom.  ‘I will have to learn 
about Zoom for the district Ecumenical Officers meeting 
and maybe for our next Anglican-Lutheran Society commit-
tee meeting,’ he says.  ‘Being on the edge of the countryside 
I can at least get a good walk with people generally being 
well over the regulation two-metres apart – and I am glad I 
am not in an inner city area with narrow streets.   
 
I miss seeing my group so use the phone a lot, especially to 
one 94 year old whose attitude is unfailingly positive what-
ever the problems, has a vast family which, however, does 
not exhaust her love as she extends her warmth and strong 
Christian faith and hope whoever she is with - she does far 
more for me than I can ever do for her.  With a presbyter 
as a wife, I received communion on Maundy Thursday in the 
evening and Easter Day, also in the evening as we both 
think the meal at Emmaus is as least as important as the last 
Supper in understanding what the Eucharist is.’ 

 

ALL KINDS OF WAYS TO COPE IN LOCKALL KINDS OF WAYS TO COPE IN LOCK--DOWNDOWN  
 

All across the world Christians are finding new ways of worshipping and of serving. 
Our Editor, Dick Lewis, has been finding out how our members have been managing in these Covid-19 days. 
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Sorry not to Meet 
‘I obviously had looked forward to be with you 
in London for the Annual Meeting,’ wrote 
Gudrun Kaper from Stuttgart, Germany.  ‘I 
am very thankful that I am doing well health-
wise.  I teach German as a Foreign Language 
online via WhatsApp, SMS and so on.  But 

worship only via internet is not something I am in favour of, 
but we have to follow the rules.  Please know my prayers 
are flying to you all!’ 
 
Online Worship Developing 
Another member experimenting with on-
line worship is Judi Hattaway.  She says, 
‘Our Rector, Richard Lamey, is leading a 
streamed Holy Communion Service on a 
Sunday morning, from his study.  As we are 
getting better at it, it is becoming more inclusive, with pre-
recorded pieces woven in from people from our three 
churches.  After the service Richard encourages everyone 
to get a coffee, and then phone someone!’  Parishioners are 
finding ways to meet, some using Zoom.  ‘The electoral roll 
(the register of church members) has been divided into 
groups so that each person can stay in touch with a small 
number of other people.’ 

 
Distance no Object 
From Hamburg in Germany Monica 
Schofield told me that when lockdown was 
announced the Nordkirche and the Roman 
Catholic Church issued orders to suspend all 
services.  ‘We at the 'Englische Kirche' did the 

same.  However, our newly arrived locum priest from Los 
Angeles, USA, Fr Pete Wright, turned out to be very tech 
savvy, as one might expect of a Californian, and recorded 
the gospel reading and sermon for posting on the website 
at 24 hours notice.  We also set up the website to provide 
information in English about the coronavirus situation 
thinking about those who couldn't understand German.  
We also anticipated that there may be a need for people 
feeling anxious or in need of help to have someone to talk 
to, so we set up a group of 'Corona-buddies' on standby.  
So far the number of volunteers outstrips demand.’  Since 
then they have had Zoom Complines, a broadcast Eucharist 
and a virtual Palm Sunday service.  Meanwhile, Fr Pete and 
his wife followed US Government advice to return to the 
USA, but he managed to put together the services for Holy 
Week and Easter from Los Angeles.  ‘Times are challenging, 
but also liberating in the sense we are free to re-think, and 
re-try other ways of living.  I have never been in touch with 
so many people so intensively as in the past week,’ Monica 
concluded. 

 
State offering Assistance 
The official pandemic strategy in Hungary 
is managed by the so-called Operational 
Group, said Bishop Tamás Fabiny.  
Realizing that Western countries are 
struggling with the lack of medical supplies, 

Hungary has been trying to get provisions from the East 
and several flights were expected carrying such equipment 
from China.  On 25th March, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 
announced governmental steps to be taken to counteract 

the looming economic disaster, for example by allowing 
exemptions of the payment of social security contributions 
to employers in tourism, catering, entertainment, sport, 
cultural services, the film industry, gaming, and passenger 
transport.  Employee contributions have also been reduced 
for an interim period.  On 28th March a general stay-at-
home order was issued.  Citizens are only allowed to leave 
their homes for substantial reasons (such as work or getting 
vital supplies).  Hungary is facing the same challenge as many 
countries over the provision of online distance learning for 
kindergarten, school and university students.  The church 
leaders of all historic confessions asked their pastors and 
members not to worship publicly but to try using digital 
forms instead.  The number of broadcast services on TV 
and radio has increased.  The website of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Hungary (ELCH) has a list of online 
worshipping alternatives on Facebook or YouTube channels.  
Many congregations are delivering printed sermons to their 
members unable to get online, and the Department for 
Congregational Ministry and Mission of the ELCH invited 
congregations to apply for emergency funding dedicated to 
helping families and individuals who are especially in need.  
As in many other countries, pastoral counselling has also 
been made available by phone and online.  These ecumenical 
initiatives have been taken up by several member Churches 
of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary, including 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hungary. 
 
Encouraging Togetherness 
The County Ecumenical Officer for Church-
es Together in South London is Claire 
Crowley, and she offered this reflection: 
‘Churches Together creates networks which 
encourage togetherness, and this has never 
been more vital to the Church’s flourishing 
than in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic sweeping the 
world.  However, churches have had to delve deep into 
what this means.  We know that church has never meant 
the building, and for now it does not mean that we gather 
together in person either.  This togetherness is about being 
united in our faith, in our witness and loving our neighbours.  
It is about praying and supporting our communities as one 
body, just not in one place. 
 
In recent weeks in practical terms, we have seen church 
communities connect through WhatsApp groups to help the 
sick and self-isolating, and seen services move to online, 
streaming via Facebook and to interactive platforms such as 
Zoom.  Some churches are struggling with the technology 
so this is one area where Churches Together groups have 
an opportunity to get involved – either through providing 
telephone assistance to enable other churches to get online, 
or through simply opening up the online services of one 
church to others.  Our church services can now be more 
ecumenical than ever before as the physical walls are no 
longer between us. 
 
Prayers of Hope 
Christians of all traditions are being encouraged by 
Churches Together in England to join in “Prayers of 
Hope” at 7 o’clock every Sunday evening and to put a can-
dle in the window where people can see it.  They also chal-
lenged people to “Sing Resurrection on Easter Day”, 
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and across the country people went outdoors to sing 
“Jesus Christ is Risen Today” and “Thine be the Glory” as a 
cheerful, confident and joyful proclamation of resurrection 
that would be uplifting for other people to hear on Easter 
morning. 
 
Praying at Home 
“Pray at home” has been an ecumenical call 
in Brazil and Brazilian Methodists recently 
launched a request for prayers for all health 
workers.  ‘What is our task as Christian 
people?  Our mission is to care for people,’ 
said Bishop Marisa de Freitas Ferreira of the Methodist 
Church of Brazil.  ‘My recommendation as a doctor and as a 
bishop is that we don't hold services in our churches now.  
Let's pray in our homes.  Nobody will stop worshiping God, 
but it will be in the temple of our own homes.’   
 
The Evangelical Church of the Lutheran Confession 
in Brazil released a public message reminding people that 
this year’s Holy Week, though different, was no less signifi-
cant or important.  ‘God is not stuck in a place; not even 
stuck in time.  God is everywhere and at all times.  We en-
joyed Holy Week and Easter in the presence of the God of 
life, who in Jesus Christ overcame death to give us full life 
and to save us.’   
 
For the leadership of the Episcopal Anglican Church of 
Brazil, the pandemic is ‘a major pastoral challenge.’  The 
Church’s National Liturgy Commission has released some 
liturgical guidelines with pastoral resources to be followed 
by members of the congregations as they continue to pray 
at home.  They also include recommendations for funeral 
services with people affected by the pandemic. 

 
Doing my Tax Return 
Feeling every bit as positive as the Brazili-
ans was Frank-Michael Wessel from 
Germany who sent this message to all our 
Society’s members wherever they are in 
the world.  ‘Christ has risen. Hallelujah!  
That is the only good news in these days.  I 
hope you and your families are well.  We 

can only can stay together in prayer - prepare the services 
via the Internet or follow them on computer.  And how 
long will the situation last?  Nobody knows!!  Meanwhile, I 
am not serving in a parish at the moment so I am staying at 
home and doing that sort of work that must be done - like 
preparing the tax declaration and so forth.  I hope we will 
meet again soon, so keep safe and be sheltered.’ 
 
More to life than Working 
From Italy Cordelia Vitiello of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Italy 
says, ‘People understand that there is 
much more to life than just working, 
and they are rediscovering the im-
portance of culture, conversation and human contact.  Ital-
ians are finding ways of keeping their spirits up, including 
organizing daily evening concerts where people gather – at a 
distance - on the balconies of their apartments to sing a 
favourite song or read poetry together.  At the end of the 
crisis, I think we will see new life styles emerging.’ 

No-one knows what the world will be like when the Covid-
19 emergency is over.  But however it is, it will still be 
God’s world and in God’s hands.  We pray that God will 
grant skill, sympathy and resilience to all who are caring for 
the sick; that he will give wisdom, skill and success to those 
searching for a cure so that many may be healed and re-
stored to health through their work; and that we all may 
remain confident that nothing can separate us from his love, 
revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

"ECOUT’AUMÔNERIE""ECOUT’AUMÔNERIE"  
  

Protestant Churches in Alsace-Lorraine in France are among 
many all round the world providing pastoral care by phone 

The Coronavirus, Covid-19, pandemic has led to a virtual 
confinement of whole populations in villages, towns and 
cities all over the world.  Some of the most sorely effected 
people have been patients in hospitals and care homes.  
Chaplains and parish clergy have not been able to visit care 
homes to meet and accompany residents in their isolation 
and distress, or to go into hospitals to comfort the sick and 
dying.  Many families have found themselves distraught or 
lost, particularly when having to organize funerals for their 
loved ones in a cemetery or crematorium where very few 
are allowed to attend. 
 
So from Wednesday, 1st April, to try to address this need 
in their area, health and medico-social chaplains (AESMS) of 
the Union of Protestant Churches of Alsace and Lorraine, 
under the aegis of the Protestant Federation of France, set 
up "Ecout’aumônerie", with a toll-free telephone number 
available to all patients in hospitals or in nursing homes, 
their families and all those who feel the need.  There are 
three telephone numbers, each associated with a particular 
sector within Alsace and Lorraine.  
 
Anyone needing a sympathetic listening ear, or advice for 
themselves or their loved ones in hospital or in nursing 
homes can speak to chaplains and pastors on the phone on 
weekdays between 9am and 6pm.  They are available to 
absolutely everyone, whether or not they have a religious 
affiliation, and are ready to share people’s worries, anxieties 
or loneliness.  When appropriate they can refer their callers 
to chaplains of other religious denominations or to pastors 
and priests in the parishes in their neigbourhood, Protestant 
or Catholic.  They are also able to advise on the arranging 
and organization of funerals.  
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WE ARE ONE BODYWE ARE ONE BODY  
 

The World Council of Churches (WCC) has a newl online publication, "Health and Hope: The Church in Mission and Unity". 
It is a collection of previously published articles that resonate with the worldwide struggle amid the Covid-19 pandemic. 

In conjunction with this resource, WCC communication shares this personal perspective from Dr Beate Jakob, 
a consultant for health and healing with the German Institute for Medical Mission.  

personal restrictions for the 
sake of public health.  We 
should learn that we can only 
cope with this pandemic by 
standing together in solidarity, 
remembering the message of St 
Paul that we are "one body."  
More importantly, solidarity 
should extend beyond national 
boundaries because the pan-
demic will have dramatic effects 
on countries in the Global 
South.  Therefore, we should 
assist them with knowledge and 
support as soon as possible. 
 
What wisdom did you draw 
upon during the Holy Week? 
During Holy Week we follow 
Jesus on his way through the 
deepest suffering and once 
again experience that life is 
stronger than death.  There-
fore, there is hope in every 
situation.  Personally, I pray for 

all of us, and especially for our broth-
ers and sisters in the economically 
poor countries, that we might find 
new hope for a good future with God 
on our side, God who knows human 
suffering and has experienced it him-
self. 

getting infected with the virus and don't 
leave their houses anymore while others 
are more or less careless and disregard 
some of the preventive measures that 
are recommended.  These people think 
they can cope with Covid-19 if they get it 
and therefore are not willing to live with 

In what way do you think the 
wisdom of the past can help 
us all cope with the current 
pandemic situation? 
The pandemic demonstrates 
that our societies in general and 
our economy and the health 
systems, in particular, are very 
fragile and vulnerable.  A little 
virus messes up everything.  To 
me, the virus reveals human 
powerlessness when we are 
tempted to feel almighty.  The 
pandemic teaches me that we 
are not the masters of our lives 
and the world.  It reminds me 
of the wisdom of the Bible that 
we are dependent on, and can 
only live by, God's grace. 
 
What is the biggest challenge 
in your current context? 
The "shutdown" is an important 
measure from the public health 
point of view.  On the other 
hand, more and more people are 
afraid of going bankrupt.  Therefore, 
the gap between rich and poorer 
people might widen as the poor will 
suffer most.  Another challenge is a 
kind of divide among the population.  
Some people have a panic fear of 

Dr Beate Jakob.    Photo:Yohan Cha/WCC  

 

A BOOK TO KEEP YOU ENGROSSEDA BOOK TO KEEP YOU ENGROSSED  
 

Reading is a very good way to cope with social isolation and Dr Roy Long recommends this volume 

Sometimes you take a fancy to a book and buy it without realising what a gem you have 
picked up.  For me, just such a case is Seeking the Absolute Love: The Founders of 
Christian Monasticism (Leominster, Gracewing, 1999. ISBN: 0-85244-468-0), by 
the French Benedictine monk Mayeul de Dreuille.   
 
Born in 1920, the author became a monk in 1940 and entered the priesthood in 1945, 
since when, he was involved in monastic institutions in Madagascar, Congo, and India.  As 
the book cover says, “In charge of training young monks, he noticed that the earliest Fathers 
were more accessible to them than more recent Western literature and that a knowledge of 
history was a necessary basis for a true inculturation”.  Originally written in India, Seeking 
the Absolute Love has now been published in England and provides a handy, and very 
readable, introduction to the early monastic Fathers, starting with Clement of Alexandria.  
However, the writer does not limit himself to the patristic period, but stretches things to 
the 11th century and St Bernard of Clairveaux.  Each major figure is dealt with in a short 
chapter outlining the individual’s life and teaching, accompanied by detailed references.  
As a brief guide to the early history of the monastic movement, this book is essential. 
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Lutherans support those suffering losses during the bushfire crisis 
‘If you can take a positive out of this tragedy, it’s the fact that the community works together, everyone pulls together,’ said 
Woodside Lutheran Church chairperson Darren Juers reflecting on the recent bushfires in Australia.  By mid-January last, 
the fires had claimed 29 lives, destroyed more than 2,300 homes, killed an estimated 1.25 billion animals and razed more 
than 10 million hectares of land. 
 
A makeshift evacuation centre 
At Tuggeranong in the Australian Capital Territory, the 
Lutheran church became a makeshift evacuation centre for 
several days in early January as holidaymakers headed west 
after being moved out of towns along the coast and cut off 
by a closed highway.  About 25 people stayed overnight at 
the church, either in the building or using its carpark to 
accommodate camper trailers.  Volunteers from the 
church and the local community arrived to help, preparing 
food for and offering support to the guests. 
 
‘It’s been on our hearts to connect with the wider com-
munity a lot,’ said Pastor Paul Hannola of the Good Shep-
herd congregation. ‘But this relief centre was just a new 
and unexpected way that none of us saw coming.  When 
God’s moving, I’m just trying to keep up with what he’s 
doing and not get in the way of it.’ 

Providing meals and helping farmers 
In the Adelaide Hills a team from St John’s Lutheran Church 
Woodside instigated what became a multi-parish, cross-
denominational, community relief effort.  Kelly Johnston, 
who is coordinating the relief distribution with fellow St 
John’s member Tania Schoell and other volunteers, said 
about 1,800 home-cooked meals had been delivered to 
members of the community who had suffered losses in the 
fires, along with baked goods, hampers of non-perishables 
and vouchers for use at local retail businesses. 
 
The meal and food dona-
tions were a practical 
way for the local 
churches to show love 
to the broader commu-
nity, she said.  ‘What 

some have gone through is so unbelievable, I have no words to describe what it’s like, 
but in a small way we can do something.’ 
 
Other members are helping fire victims with farming issues such as fence repair, stock 
management and hay supplies.  Woodside Lutheran Church chairperson Darren Juers 
said the food relief was a wonderful outreach into the community.  ‘The people who 
deliver the food stop at every house and just talk to the people.  A lot of people are too 
scared to leave their farms for fear of looters, so this is some of the only contact they 
have.’   He estimated that 30 to 40 per cent of the congregation was probably involved 
with fire relief in some way.  He himself is a firefighting volunteer as you can see here. 
 

Woodside Lutheran chairperson and firefighting volunteer Darren Juers 
said it was great to see church and community members working together. 

 

AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES: CONSOLING, HELPING, AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES: CONSOLING, HELPING, 
CONNECTINGCONNECTING  

 

With the world caught up in the Covid-19 pandemic it’s all too easy to forget other local disasters, earthquakes, floods and storms, 
that have threatened the wellbeing of many communities around the world.  One such disaster was the devastation caused by fire in 

parts of Australia.  This article demonstrates some of the ways in which the churches rallied round to help. (LWI)  

Sign to bushfire evacuation point 

Meals have been delivered to more than 700 homes of people 
who suffered losses in the fires in the Adelaide Hills. 
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A chaplain supporting firefighters and evacuees 
One of the people supporting evacuees is Pastor Mark 
Kleemann, Senior Chaplain at the Royal Australian Air 
Force Base East Sale south-east of Melbourne.  The only 
Lutheran chaplain in the Air Force, he believes military 
chaplains have a vital role to play in such emergencies – as 
well as in serving members of the armed forces. 
 
‘We have chaplains in the military, not just for situations 
like the fires, but for other very good reasons too.  We 
support members and look after families, advise the chain 
of command and keep them informed about how people 
are doing – especially with the fatigue which comes upon 
them because of their focus in a situation like this,’ he 
said.  ‘So, our role is very much to meet people in their 
story, stay with them in their story and support them, 
and to help them walk a little stronger for having seen us 
than when they came in to see us.  The real heroes – 
aside from our firefighters and our first responders on the ground – are those who survive in pretty horrendous condi-
tions.’ 

 

GEOFFREY WAINWRIGHT :  AN APPRECIATIONGEOFFREY WAINWRIGHT :  AN APPRECIATION  
 

The Rev Professor Geoffrey Wainwright, who died, aged 79 on 17 March, was world Methodism’s leading liturgist and ecumenist.  
David Carter, Methodist Observer on our Society’s Executive Committee, pays this tribute.  

Chaplain Mark Kleemann gives support to an evacuee from Mallacoota 
Beach at RAAF Base East Sale.  (Photo: Corporal Nicole Dorrett) 

supervision of pioneering Orthodox 
ecumenist, Nikos Nissiotis, and led to 
his first major book,  Eucharist and 
Eschatology (1971) in which he demon-
strated the importance of the eschato-
logical orientation of the Eucharist in 
the life of the early Church, its contin-
uing importance in the Eastern 
Churches and made the case for its 
restoration in the consciousness and 
liturgical practice of the Western 
Churches.  It certainly boosted the 
case, made by his teacher, Mr George, 
for the restoration of that emphasis at 
key points in the 1975 British Method-
ist Service Book’s Eucharist. 
 
Sent as a youth delegate to a meeting 
of the World Council of Churches’ 
Faith and Order Commission in 1964, 
Wainwright began a long association 
with that body.  In 1974, he was one 
of the small group working on the 
convergence document, “Baptism, 
Eucharist, Ministry” which reached its 
final form in 1982.  In 1978, he pro-
duced his magnum opus, Doxology, a 
systematic theology based on the com-
mon sources of the Christian tradition 
of worship.  He produced many other 
books and articles, two hundred being 
listed in the festschrift presented to 
him in 2000. 
 
Wainwright was involved in Methodist 
dialogues with Lutherans, Reformed 
and, for almost thirty years, with the 

Roman Catholic Church, when he 
was Methodist co-chair of the Inter-
national Roman Catholic-Methodist 
Dialogue Commission from 1986-
2011.  The achievements of that 
Commission during this period, from 
the report on the Apostolic Tradition 
through to Church and Sacraments in 
2011, were outstanding.  Bishop 
Christopher Hill was to say of the 
latter report that it would have been 
very helpful to ARCIC on the same 
subject had it been available at the 
time of their conversations.  Geoffrey 
was also a good friend of Dame Mary 
Tanner, whom he much admired. 
 
Deeply loyal to his own tradition, 
Geoffrey remained a minister in full 
connexion with the British Methodist 
Conference despite of spending over 
half his life teaching in America, most 
of that time at Duke University, a 
highly regarded American Methodist 
institution.  His writing was always 
incredibly widely and variedly 
sourced, both Wesley’s hymns and 
eastern liturgies copiously cited.  He 
showed the highest of respect for the 
insights of all the major Christian 
traditions involved in the common 
quest for unity.  His work enriched 
both Methodism and the wider 
Church.  He will be sorely missed 
and his lessons, both for his own tra-
dition and for the wider ecumenical 
quest, must never be forgotten. 

Geoffrey was a plain-spoken York-
shireman, who was always forthright 
in the defence of Christian trinitarian 
orthodoxy.  He was trained for the 
Methodist ministry at Headingley 
College, Leeds, under the influence of 
British Methodism’s pioneer liturgist 
Raymond George, and alongside a 
contemporary, the late David Tripp, 
who shared his love of liturgy and 
wide knowledge of the oikoumene. 
 
Geoffrey always stressed the intimate 
relationship between the liturgical 
and ecumenical movements as each 
supported the other in recovering 
the Biblical and Patristic roots of the 
common tradition.  Research for his 
doctorate was conducted under the 
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Monday 2nd March   
I have just finished listening to a special 
edition of Andrew Marr’s Start the 
Week on BBC Radio 4.  He interviewed 
the authoress Hilary Mantel, whose 
new book on Thomas Cromwell is 
about to be published.  I already have 
my copy of The Mirror and the Light 
ordered and paid for in the local 
bookshop, and I am waiting impatiently 
for publication date on Thursday.  The 
first two books in Ms Mantel’s 
“Cromwell Trilogy” had me riveted, 
and I have read both Wolf Hall and 
Bring up the Bodies several times; 
now I am listening to the audio book 
version of the second volume, read by 
Julian Rhind Tutt, as a preparation for 
Thursday.  This covers, among other 
things, Cromwell’s dealings with the 
time when Anne Boleyn was Henry 
VIII’s queen.   
 
The Mirror and the Light will take us 
through the period from Anne’s death 
in the Spring of 1536 to Cromwell’s 
own execution in July of 1540.  The 
important thing that emerged from 
Andrew Marr’s interview was Hilary 
Mantel’s stress that her writing on 
Cromwell, impeccably researched as it 
is, is very definitely fiction.  Asked what 
she thought that her two very success-
ful books had achieved, she replied to 
the effect that they had, perhaps, 
helped to present an alternative view 
of Cromwell, whom many professional 
historians had often vilified.   
 
Of course, Lutherans like to pose the 
question, was Cromwell a Lutheran?  
Ms Mantel has this question put to 
Cromwell by St Nicholas Carew (see 
p.59 of the paperback version of Bring 
up the Bodies, and she puts these 
words into Cromwell’s mouth, “No, 
Sir, I am a banker!”  I have to admit 
that this brought a wry smile to my 
face when I first read it, but it sort of 
leaves the question unanswered! 
 
Thursday 5th March   
I catch the 10am bus into Northamp-
ton.  This bus is usually notoriously 
late, but today is (more or less) on 
time.  I expect the bookshop to be 

heaving with people, but apart from 
the sales assistant, I am the only one in 
the shop, although, he says, they have 
sold plenty of copies already.  I am 
glad that I brought my sturdy haver-
sack with me, for the book is over 900 
pages in hardback and I can foresee 
problems in holding it to read.  But, 
tempted as I am to start reading it 
straightaway, I have another book to 
finish and there is a TV programme on 
Hilary Mantel that looks as though it 
could be interesting. 
 
Saturday 7th March   
9pm on Saturday evening and BBC2 
screens a fascinating programme that 
has been trailed in the Radio Times. 
This does not deal exclusively with 
The Mirror and the Light, but offers 
a fascinating introduction into the au-
thoress herself.  Born and brought up 
in the Peak District, a beautiful part of 
central England, of Irish ancestry, and 
educated in a faith school – which she 
clearly hated – she abandoned her 
Roman Catholic faith in her early 
teens.  History became her passion, 
although she has also written several 
books without an historical theme.  
What the programme could not do, 
however, was to explain her way with 
words, because Hilary Mantel is an 

enthralling writer, and I suspect that I 
am going to spend long uninterrupted 
hours in the late 1530s. 
 
Saturday 14th March   
One week and 900 pages later, and I 
have finished the book.  It was en-
thralling: very skilfully written, it kept 
me engrossed for the whole time that 
I was reading it.  It begins exactly 
where Bring up the Bodies stopped, 
with the execution of Anne Boleyn, 
and Ms Mantel carries the book for-
ward in much the same fashion as its 
two predecessors.  However, as the 
book progresses it becomes darker 
and darker, as Cromwell becomes 
surrounded by the ghosts on whose 
shoulders he has risen – in particular, 
Cardinal Thomas Wolsey.  Of course, 
the end is never in doubt, and the last 
pages, leading up to Cromwell’s execu-
tion, are particularly well written.   
 
The authoress’s historical accuracy is 
never in doubt: she carefully describes 
the religious situation in Cleves, avoid-
ing the trap of calling it “Lutheran”, 
and she does a good job of describing 
both the Pilgrimage of Grace and the 
discussions with the Schmalkaldic 
League in Germany.  As a Lutheran, I 
am a little unhappy with her depiction 
of Robert Barnes, whom she describes 
as a “royal chaplain”, and to whom the 
word “pusillanimous” [faint-hearted] 
might be employed (the list of charac-
ters at the front of the book actually 
calls him “a Lutheran cleric”).  One 
significant point that I need to follow 
up is the suggestion that, though he 
might have initially been “a Lutheran”, 
by the time of his death he was be-
coming increasingly interested in Swiss 
theology.   
 
The hardback edition of the book con-
tains two short papers at the end, 
both by Hilary Mantel.  The first tells 
what happened to characters after 
Cromwell’s death, and the second, 
“Tudor Places”, describes locations 
associated with the period.  
 
I thoroughly enjoyed this book; I hope 
you do, too. 

 

AN ILLUMINATING REFLECTION 
 

Dr Roy Long, Lutheran Pastor and frequent contributor to The Window, on the events leading up to his review of 
Hilary Mantel’s, The Mirror and the Light, (London, Harper Collins Publishers, 2020. ISBN: 978-0-00-748099-9. 
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About 35 people gathered in Budapest, Hungary, from 9th to 11th March 2020 to reflect on the Churches’ history, rela-
tionship and interaction with the Roma and Sinti communities.  The conference, organised by the Churches’ Commission 
for Migrants in Europe (CCME) in cooperation with the Reformed Church in Hungary, had valuable contributions from 
Roma/Sinti participants within the Churches. 
 
The experience of the Reformed Church in Hungary was particularly informative as participants heard of their Roma Mis-
sion work of "Reconciliation, Health and Hope" developed over the last decade. 
  
Many participants acknowledged the richness of sharing together.  The Rev Miki Kamberovic of the Serbian Pentecostal 
Church, a Roma himself, commented: ‘I have never been in a conference with so many different church and denominational 
backgrounds but yet I felt so much of a sense of unity and love for one another, especially for the Roma where each of us is 
involved and serving.’ 
 
Participants recognised each regional context is different and yet all acknowledged discriminatory practice and division be-
tween Roma and non-Roma communities and respective Churches.  They commented, nevertheless, it was heartening to 
see the extent of networking which already exists.  There are the Ecumenical Roma Forum of predominantly Protestant 
Churches within Hungary and the Roma Network across Central and Eastern European countries of predominantly Evan-
gelical and Pentecostal Churches.  They also welcomed the opportunity for broader ecumenical engagement and exchange, 
which CCME had enabled. Dr Torsten Moritz, General Secretary of CCME, stated: ‘We’ve heard about the encouraging 
practices in some of the Churches across Europe.  Most of all we’ve seen and felt the transforming power of faith and for-
giveness, which can move us from division and discrimination to unity and reconciliation.’ 
 
The conference encouraged Churches to consider how to more positively promote the visibility and inclusion of Roma/
Sinti.  The Rev Eszter Dani of the Reformed Church in Hungary underlined:  ‘If you tell us “It’s not our call to do Roma 
ministry”, I ask, “Isn’t your call to follow God?’”  

 

ENCOURAGING SIGNS INENCOURAGING SIGNS IN  
CHURCHCHURCH--ROMA/SINTI RELATIONSROMA/SINTI RELATIONS    

 

A REAL TOURA REAL TOUR--DEDE--FORCEFORCE  
  

Tom Holland’s Dominion: The Making of the Western Mind, London, Little, Brown, 2019,  
ISBN: 978-4087-0695-4, is another book recommended by Dr Roy Long   

This is a real tour de force, and a book that is well worth reading.  The author, a very erudite 
scholar, has written extensively - mainly, though not exclusively, on classical themes – and is 
able to stray into areas which most readers will not be aware of.  In Dominion he attempts 
to trace the history of the Christian Church (mainly in its western forms) and how it has 
come to influence the world.  He starts with Athens and Jerusalem and ends up with Donald 
Trump’s USA, via many, sometimes obscure, stations along the way.  Interesting as his journey 
is, I was left wondering quite what his actual message is.  The Lutheran Reformation is well 
dealt with, and there is a quiet stream of references to Lutheranism in the second part of the 
book.  Highly recommended. 
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TRIBUTE TO EDWARD SMTRIBUTE TO EDWARD SMITHITH  
 

by Bishop Rupert Hoare, former Anglican Moderator of our Society  

Members of the Anglican-Lutheran Society will be sad to 
learn of the death of Edward Smith.  Recently he had been 
in hospital from time to time, and he died there of heart 
failure on March 27th, with his wife Wiebke, their daughter 
Katharine and her husband Steven allowed into the hospital.   
 
His funeral took place, under the current restricted condi-
tions, on Tuesday 14th April; a full Service of Thanksgiving 
for Edward's life will, we hope, take place later in the year 
at the parish church of Great Bookham in Surrey where 
Edward had twice served as Churchwarden.  He had also 
sung in the choir there. 
 
At Edward's funeral their son Stephen gave a tribute to his 
father, from which we are grateful to be able to include the 
following:   
 

“He grew up in Twickenham, the eldest of three 
siblings....He went to Hampton Grammar School, 
and then on to Queens College in Cambridge, 
which led to a life-long support of the light blues in 
the annual boat race....As a young man Dad loved to 
cycle and undertook some amazing journeys... 

 
“He had a strong Christian faith and that led him to 
Lee Abbey, a Christian fellowship in Devon, UK, 
where he met his wife, our mum.  He met her over 
the washing up and invited her out for a country 
drive in his car.  Mum was amazed to find she was 
not the only girl to be asked on the drive!  But I 

have no doubt that they were destined to be to-
gether.  They were married in Germany and set up 
home in Great Bookham.... 

 
“Dad was a solicitor, working in the early years in 
Leatherhead and then later moving to Worcester 
Park to work at A.D. Perriman and Co where he 
was to spend most of his working life and would go 
on to become a senior partner.  He loved his work.  
He was always thoughtful and balanced in his views 
and his calm nature, patience and incredible 
knowledge and memory meant that he excelled at 
giving advice.  He also had a dry sense of humour 
and a quick wit, which meant that everybody from 
all walks of life got on well with him, and those 
qualities also meant being a solicitor suited him 
well.... 

 
“...His whole life was underpinned by his Christian 
faith which he shared with Mum.  They have always 
enjoyed the church together and Dad spent time in 
the choir.  I remember as a young boy being ever 
so proud of him when he became church warden at 
St Nicholas.  They hosted and attended house 
groups and always shared Bible readings and prayer 
time together and they frequently returned to Lee 
Abbey where they had met.” 

 
Edward and Wiebke have been regular members and sup-
porters of the Anglican-Lutheran Society for many years, 
and have attended many of our biennial conferences.  They 
were at last year's conference in Durham; amongst other 
conferences they went to are those held in Germany at 
Ratzeburg, in Estonia at Tallinn, in the UK at Salisbury and a 
number of other venues.  They also went on the expedition 
to Iceland to learn about the Lutheran faith in its Icelandic 
form, for which Roy Long had acted as liaison with Siggi 
Arnason.  At an earlier stage, it was Edward who said the 
Society ought to have a website.  It took us some years to 
achieve this landmark of a modern society, but we 
acknowledge and thank Edward for the initial suggestion. 
 
The Society owes lay members like Edward (with Wiebke 
at his side) a great deal for the stability, lay experience of 
the world and committed faith that they bring to its deliber-
ations, not least in the cause of Christian unity.  My wife 
Gesine and I were privileged to have taken part in Edward 
and Wiebke's Golden Wedding, at which they asked me to 
give the homily.  Typical of their modesty and humility, they 
told me it was not to be centred on them, but on the 121st 
Psalm, which ends with the statement of faith that the Lord 
will protect their ‘coming in and their going out' from now 
and into eternity.  Edward has taken that next step - and 
done so to the words of that Psalm and to a recording of 
the Hallelujah Chorus from Handel’s ‘Messiah’, played at the 
end of his funeral service.   May he rest in peace and rise in 
glory. 
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SASKATCHEWAN LUTHERASASKATCHEWAN LUTHERANS, ANGLICANS,NS, ANGLICANS,  
ROMAN CATHOLICS AND UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS ROMAN CATHOLICS AND UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS 

PLEDGE JOINT WORSHIPPLEDGE JOINT WORSHIP  AND MINISTRYAND MINISTRY  
 

Tali Folkins, writing in Canada’s Anglican Journal, explains 

Under a Covenant issued on 2nd April this year Lutherans, 
Anglicans, Roman Catholics and Ukrainian Catholics across 
the civil province of Saskatchewan can look forward to 
worshipping and ministering together in a wide range of 
new ways.  The LAURC Covenant, signed by the heads of 
10 dioceses and other church bodies of the four denomina-
tions in Saskatchewan, pledges them to share life together 
under five broad headings: prayer, study, action, social life 
and ecumenical leadership.  
 
They commit to six practices, including an annual “service 
of reconciliation” with participants from all churches; joint 
justice-related initiatives; meetings with Indigenous elders 
and communities aimed at responding to the 94 Calls to 
Action of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. The 
agreement also encourages churches to consider a list of 23 
other ways they might cooperate, these ranging from 
shared services to clergy swaps, prison ministry, chaplaincy 
and evangelism. 
 
The Rev Scott Sharman, the Anglican Church of Canada’s 
animator for ecumenical and interfaith relations, said the 
covenant was possibly the only one of its kind and might 
serve as an example for others to follow.  ‘As far as I am 
aware, nothing quite like it - in terms of the wide range of 
different Churches involved, the geographical scope, and 
the extent of cooperation and commitment it includes – 
exists anywhere else in the world,’ he said.   
 
‘It is a wonderful sign of what it can look like when present-
ly separated Churches and denominations, even with their 
continuing differences and divergences in place, seek to find 
ways to work and witness as fully as possible as Church 
together.  I believe it puts forward a model which could be 
followed elsewhere in Canada, and, God willing, could in-
spire fresh ecumenical inspiration and energy.’ 

Michael Hawkins, Bishop of Saskatchewan (which covers, 
roughly, the northern half of the civil province), and one of 
the covenant’s signatories, says the covenant is ‘in part the 
fruit of a long history of ecumenism in Saskatchewan and of 
the extraordinary good will, support, honesty and friend-
ship that exists between the bishops.  Saskatchewan re-
mains a pioneer in ecumenism.’ 
 
This week’s agreement builds on a covenant between the 
Anglican diocese of Qu’Appelle and the Roman Catholic 
archdiocese of Regina made in 2011.  Bishops from all four 
denominations have also been meeting once a quarter in 
Saskatchewan for a number of years.  In 2017, an Anglican 
parish in Qu’Appelle invited a neighbouring Roman Catholic 
congregation to worship in its church, after the Roman 
Catholic congregation found it was unable to afford repairs 
in its own church. 
 
Bishop Hawkins said the covenant was a sign of hope in a 
difficult period for the Church and its members now that 
worship services are suspended because of the Covid-19 
pandemic.  ‘At a time when we are all experiencing the 
tragic, though temporary, loss of the outward and visible 
communion and fellowship of the body of Christ, this Cove-
nant is an encouragement and sign to all the faithful.’   
 
The bishops and archbishops of the Anglican diocese of 
Saskatchewan, Missinippi in the Anglican diocese of Sas-
katchewan, the Anglican diocese of Qu’Appelle, the Angli-
can diocese of Saskatoon, the Ukrainian Catholic eparchy of 
Saskatoon, the Roman Catholic archdiocese of Regina, the 
Roman Catholic archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas, the Ro-
man Catholic diocese of Saskatoon, the Roman Catholic 
diocese of Prince Albert and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada’s Synod of Saskatchewan met online 
twice in March and signed the Covenant digitally. 

Leaders of four denominational regions 
met by videoconference in March to 
approve the agreement. Pictured here are 
(top row, l-r): Don Bolen, Archbishop of 
the Roman Catholic archdiocese of 
Regina and Mark Hagemoen, Bishop of 
the Roman Catholic diocese of Saskatoon; 
Michael Hawkins, Bishop of the Anglican 
diocese of Saskatchewan; Chris Harper, 
Bishop of the Anglican diocese of 
Saskatoon; (second row, l-r): Rob Hard-
wick, Bishop of the Anglican diocese of 
Qu’Appelle; Sid Haugen, Bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada’s 
synod of Saskatchewan; Albert Thévenot, 
Bishop of the Roman Catholic diocese of 
Prince Albert; (bottow row): Bryan Bayda, 
Bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic eparchy 
of Saskatoon.             Photo: Contributed 
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REMEMBERING HISTORY REMEMBERING HISTORY WITH WITH 
AN OPENNESS TO THE FUTUREAN OPENNESS TO THE FUTURE  

 

Lutherans and Roman Catholics to jointly mark 500th anniversary 
of Luther’s excommunication (LWI) 

The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and Pontifical Council for Promot-
ing Christian Unity (PCPCU) held their annual joint staff meeting on 14th 
January in Geneva to discuss their bilateral process and envision specific 
plans for joint work.   LWF General Secretary, the Rev Dr Martin Junge, 
and PCPCU President, Kurt Cardinal Koch, co-chaired the meeting at the 
LWF Communion Office during which the LWF and the PCPCU agreed to 
jointly mark the 500th anniversary of the excommunication of Luther, 
which happened in 1521. 
 
In the spirit of the pledge of Catholics and Lutherans to continue moving 
from conflict to communion, the joint event will help to bring into focus the 
important ecumenical developments of recent times.  It will outline how the 
ecumenical journey of recent decades has made it possible to relate to a 
painful moment in history with an openness towards the gift of unity, for 
which Lutherans and Catholics continue to pray and work. 
 
The event will take place in Rome and will include a liturgical service.  To 
express this ecumenical openness, it will take place on 25th June 2021, in 
anticipation of the 500th anniversary of the Augsburg Confession, which 
was presented on that date in 1530. 
 
Speaking about this joint plan, Martin Junge reflected: ‘History cannot be 
undone.  Yet, as believers, we can rely on the gifts of understanding, healing 
and reconciliation to continue shaping the relationship between Catholics 
and Lutherans.  We will remember the events that took place five centuries 
ago, yet we will not remain in the past but embrace the future into which 
God continues to call us.’ 
 
Cardinal Koch agreed: ‘We cannot erase what has happened, but we must 
pay attention, so that the burden of the past does not make the future im-
possible.  When we, after 500 years, look back on the Diet of Worms and 
Luther's excommunication, we do not return to conflict on our way to 
communion.  Rather, we want to continue on the path of reconciliation.’ 

From left to right: Father Dr Augustinus Sander (PCPCU), LWF General Secretary Rev Dr 
Martin Junge, PCPCU President Kurt Cardinal Koch, LWF consultant Rev Anne Burghardt, 
and PCPCU Secretary Bishop Dr Brian Farrell. Photo: LWF/S Gallay  


